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ro THE READER. 


'F IT being cuſtomary for thoſe who intrude themſelves upon 
he Public to apologize for ſo doing, we deem it neceſſary, - 
to ſay, that finding our caſe has excited much enquiry. 
and concern, not only among the gentlemen of qur, own. 
XZ buſineſs, . but alſo among many others, at once reſpecta- 
ble and numerous, we think it our duty to caution, our 
friends, and the public in general, againſt confiding in 
vague and erroneous report. We are ſorry to have fo much 
reaſon to recommend this caution, from the. ſtrange and 
unaccountable explanations given by ſome; whulſt we, on, 
the other hand, are as happy to embrace this opportunity 
of returning our ſincere and grateful thanks to thoſe friends, 
= who. have ſq nobly ſtepped forward to alleviate, in ſome 
degree, the punithment inflicted upon us; to explain Which 
it is the intention of the following pages, as well as to 
ſhew how far we have really merited it. oy 


« Hail, Friendſhip! ſoftener of the human heart; 

The happy few, who offer at thy ſhrine, | 

Care cannot wound with half ſo deep a ftroke, 

« As meets the ſelfiſh churl, when ills farround. - © 
And ills will come, though VisxTus guard the door“ 


But let the Reader always bear in mind, that the law 
ſays, However good the intention, however good the 
motive, it is not the ſubject of conſideration in this caſe, Bur 


the deed itſelf! we therefore. humbly ſubmit. the Account 


of the Riſe and Progreſs of the Diſpute, which occaſioned 
the proſecution; firmly declaring, that every ſtep taken 
by us in the bufineſs was done with the ſole view of putting 
an end to the continual cavil, on the ſcore of apprentices; 
and what conſiderably excited us to this, was the happy 
effect a ſimilar proceeding had been attended with a few 
| years back, > Rn, EZ | „ 
; 7, I. LIED 


* | 


| Por a conſiderable time, previous to the year 1794, % 
can ſafely aver there was not a week paſſed, but that, in 
ſome printing office or other, diſcuſſion aroſe” concern- 
ing the price of work, ſcarcely two paying alike. It was A 
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ſuggeſted to the maſters, that it was eſſential to the peace 
of all concerned in the buſineſs, to have a ſcale of prices, 
that all maſters might pay the ſame ſums for ſimilar works. 
* After much ſolicitation on the part of the men, this was 
complied with; and, as it produced the deſired effect, we 
were encouraged to flatter ourſelves that a ſimilar arrange- 
ment, with reſpec to apprentices, might be as beneficially } 
adopted; allowing each maſter to take in proportion to the 
number of men he employed; and this meaſure, we trufted, * 
would have been followed by the ſame pleaſing conſe- 7 
- quences to both parties. 5 AJ 
The Reader may rely upon the truth of the ſtatement, 3 
and the remarks made thereon; as we ſolemnly declare we 
| have no other motive than to explain the object we had in 
| our minds, and to offer it as a beacon to other ſocieties. 
Not only will theſe members ſee how  egregiouſly we were 
deceived in our expectations, but we hope, ſincerely hope, 
it will alſo put our friends on their guard how they act, 
| however good their intention, however good their motive. 
———— 6 F. ATKINSON, 
— EE oO RE. T7 
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N. B. By means of this proſecution it has been attempted 
to perſuade the public, that our intention was to hinder 
the maſters from taking any apprentices; this we flatter 7 
ourſelyes does only not appear in evidence, but that the 
contrary fact is made maniſeſ. | 
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© | ON SATURDAY the 7th day of JULY, 1798, EDWARD 

Z ATKINSON, LUKE BALL, JOHN TURK, JOHN WAR-= 

1 WICK, and NATHANAEL LYNHAM, were tried at the 

1 Orp Bailsy, upon an Indictment for a Conſpiracy. 

; Ar. Gurney opened the indi ctment, which ſtates, That the 
Defendants, together with divers other perſons, whoſe names to 
the Jurors are as yet unknown, being workmen and journeymen 
in the art, myſtery, and occupation of a Printer, and wickedly 

and oppreſſively contriving and intending, unjuſlly and unlawfully, 

12 to reſtrain, aggrieve, and injure, the Maſters in the ſaid art, m- 

= fry, and occupation of a Printer, in the lawful exerciſe of their 

= /aid art, myſtery, and occupation, on the 7th of April, in the 38th 
= year of King George III. with force and arms, at the pariſh of 
St. Bridget, alias Bride, in the ward of Farringdon Without in - 
London, did unlaxvfully aſſemble and meet together, and being ſo 
unlatufully aſſembled and met together, then and there unlawfully, 
wickedly, and unjuſtly, did conſpire and combine, confederate and 
= egree together, by indirect means, as much as in them lay, to reſtrain 

= end prevent the ſaid Maſters in the ſaid art, myſtery, and ä 

ion. from taking ſo many Apprentices in the ſaid art, myſtery, and 

occupation, as by law they were entitled to tale: That in order to give 
effect to, and in further purſuance of, the ſaid unlawful conſpi- 
4 . Nac 


cw) 


racy, the ſaid defendants, together with the ſaid other perſons, 


to the jurors aforeſaid unknown, afterwards to wit, on the ſaid 
7th of April, 38 Geo, III. aforeſaid, did unlawfully frame @ cer- 
tain wniewfal order, rule, and regulation to reflrain and limit the 
member of Apprentices to be taken by the ſaid Maſters in their art, my- 
fetery, and «ccupetion aforeſaid ; that in further purſuance of the ſaid 


_ wntawyfal conſpiracy, combination, and agreement, the ſaid defendants, 


fogether with the ſaid other perſons to the jurors aforeſaid unknown, 
did convey, and carſe and procure to be conveyed and ſent to divers 


forerneymen and workmen in the faid art, myſtery, and occupation of 


a Printer, then and there in the actual employment and ſervice of di- 
vers maſters in the ſaid art, myſtery, and occupation of @ Printer, a 
recommendation to leave and abandon the ſervice of the ſaid maſters, 


Ex reaſon that the ſaid maſters, in whoſe employment the ſaid jour- 


neymen and workmen then and there reſpectively were, would not 
comply cvith the faid unlaw Jul order, rule, and regulation above 
mentioned, and did thereby then and there prevail upon divers of the 
the ſaid journeymen and workmen to leave and abandon the employ - 
ment and ſervice of their reſpettive maſters in the art, myſtery, and cc- 


. cupation aforeſaid, with whom they then and there were reſpeatively 


employed, to the great prejudice and manifeſt injury of the ſaid 
maſters in the ſaid art, myſtery, and occupation, to the great de- 

ſtruction of trade, in contempt of our ſaid Lord the King and his 
Laws, to the evil example of all others in like manner offending, 
and againſt the peace of our ſaid Lord the King, his crown, and 


dignity. 


Szcoxp Cor x xT.—That the defendants, together with the ſaid 
other perſons to the jurors aforeſaid unknown, ſo being journey men 
and workmen aforeſaid in the ſaĩd art, myſtery, and occupation, un- 
lawfully intending to injure andopprefs the ſaid maſters in the ſaid 


art, myſtery, and occupation, to prejudice them in the lawful exer- © 


eiſe of their ſaid art, myſtery, and occupation, with force of arms 
unlawfully, wickedly, corruptly, and- maliciouf] y, did conſpire, 
combine, confederate, and agree lo gelbe r, by indiredt means, as much 
as in them lay, to prevent and refrain the ſaid maſters in the ſaid art, 


myſtery, and occupation from taking ſo many Apprentices in the ſaid 


art, myſtery » and occupation as by law they were entitled to 
| | d 


1 to ( h to the manife 1 prgjudice and deſtruction of the feid art and 
E. myſtery of printing, to the great injury of the ſaid maſters in ihe ſaid 
art, myſtery, and occupation, in contempt of our faid Lord the 
King and his laws, to the evil example of all others in like man- 
ner offending, and againſt the peace of our faid Lord the King, 
his crown, and dignity. 2 
Z TuirpD CounT.—That the defendants, together with the faid 
bother perſons to the Jurors aforeſaid unknown, fo being ſuch 
journeymen and\workmen in the ſaid art, myſtery, and occupa- 
tion aforeſaid, contriving and unjuſily intending unlawfully to 
XZ injure, aggrieve, and reſtrain the faid maſters in the ſaid art, my- 
3 ſtery, and occupation aforeſaid, unlawfully, wickedly, mali- 
Y  ciouſly, and corruptly, did conſpire, combine, confederate, and agree 
1 togetber, indirect means, as much as in them lay, to prejudice, 
| aggrieve, impoveriſb, reftrain, and obſtrud the ſaid maſters in the ſaid 
art, myſtery, and occupation, in the due, fair, and lawful exercife of the 
| ſaid art, myſtery, and occupatibn of a Printer, to the great and mani- 
feſt prejudice and deſtruction of the ſaid art, myſtery, and occupation 
e printing, to the great injury, ruin, and impoveriſhment of the 
ſaid maſters, in the ſaid art, myſtery, and occupation, in con- 
2 tempt of our ſaid Lord the King and his laws, to the evil exam- 


(1) The journeymen endeavoured, by STAT1ONERS' HALL. 


indirect maus, to prevent and restrain the 
masters from taking so many apprentices as 
by law they were entitled to do. Thisis ra- 
ther a curious accusation; since the jour- 
ne men very well know, that the gaw en- 


titles a man to have 50 or 500 or 5000, or 


any other number, however large, if he 


« At a Court held on Tuesday the 3 
March, 1775, 

** Complaint having been made of some 
masters of this Company binding too many 
apprentices, 

*+* It is Ordered, | 
© That, for the future, every master be 


chuses to bind them; but the n AS of a fore he binds an apprentice shall send into 
4 moderate man says, that too many appren- Court, in writing; to the Master, a list of 
1 tices introduced into any trade cannot fail to the names of the apprentices he has at such _ 
w overturn that occupation where such undue time in his service. | 
number of appreniices shall be intruduced, « And it is further Qrdered, 
2 altiough it be according to LAW, as even * That the said order shall be printed and 
54 the apprentices themselves, 50 taken, when hung up in the lobby of the court room.” 
p their times should expire, would find the The above arder is copied from a Table 
4 u most difficulty, if not the utter impossibi- hung up in the lobby of the court room of 
8 lity, of procuring a comfortable subsistence the Company of Stationers. Since the 
3 by that profession they had Jaboured seven above order it has been the constarit prac- 
3 years to obtain a right to follow. Nav, even tice of the Stationers' Company, to make 
7 our wise progenitors had similar scruples, every person who wants to bind an appren- 
2 and we find that they complained to the tice sign a paper, expressing how many he 
Court ofthe Company of Stationers, 80 long has; and, for a long time, they refused to 
15 as eivht and twenty years ago, and that the bind more than four to any one person. Is 


members of that Court. having similar MY 
pass ed the followi ing resolution: 


[ 


— 


B's 


it not reasonable to ask, Why it has been 
discontinued? 
| ple 


| „ i 1 
ple of all others in like manner offending, and againſt the peac 
of our ſaid Lord the King, his crown, and dignity. Parr 


Mr. Knowlys. Gentlemen of the Jury, this is an indictment 
# againſt the five defendants, who are now before you, Edward 
Atkinſon, John Turk, Nathanael Lynham, Luke Ball, and John 
Warwick, and the indictment charges them with a conſpiracy. 
Gentlemen, on the preſent occaſion, I have the honour to re- 
preſent a very uſeful body, of reſpectable gentlemen maſter prin- 
ters, who are induced, in conſequence of ve eat concern for 
the intereſt of the public, to bring forward theſs 

are men of very decent appearance, and certainly not men of the 


| now upon the records of the Court. 


upon in a very aggravated light indeed, and a more dangerous 
thing to the public can hardly be ſtated, than that of a ſet of men 
$ conſpiring to obſtruct the progreſs of any one trade; and it is to 
be lamented, that hardly a year has gone on without a conſpiracy 
| es been brought forward by ſome active men againſt their 
maſters. I. 

| Gentlemen, with reſpect to the preſent caſe, the trade of print- 
ing, in this metropolis, has been interrupted from time to time 
{ by thejourneymen printers in attempting to get their wages raiſed, 
1 — 9 bes been refiſted, and with a» good deal of effect by the 


; 
F 


by theſe journeymen printers, that their maſters thould be pre- 


which purpoſe they formed a meetin * — which, front its 
e 


-— Og certainly bore no reproac mark upon it, it was 
called A Friendly Society; but, Gentlemen, by the means of ſome 


abominable meeting for the purpoſe of a conſpiracy ; thoſe of the 
trade who did not join this ſociety were ſummoned, and even the 
” apprentices, and were told, unjeſs they conformed to the prac- 


| ſhould not be employed (3). 


five men, who 
87 loweſt underſtanding, although they are charged with an offence 
Gentlemen, the crime of conſpiracy has always been looked 


maſter printers (2), who were obliged, on the occafion, to have 
recourſe to their apprentices ; therefore it was thought expedient 


vented from taking more than a certain number of apprentices, for 
wicked men among them, this ſociety degenerated into a moſt 


tice of theſe journeymen when they came out of their times they 


bl 


(2) The last time the Pressmen ever re- 


quest d an advance of wages was univer- 


sally agreed to so long.ago as Sept. 15, 
3794, when a Scale of Prices was printed 
and signed by Twelve Masters on the part 
of their society, and on the other part by 
Four Journeymen ; and we flatter our- 
selves that our pros-cutor himself cannot 
but say the measure proved saſutzry, as 
previous to that, disputes continually arose 


ſl In different houses. This suggested the 


idea, that a similar mode respecting àAp- 
prentices would be productive of the Ame 


happy effet. This, and this motive | only, ; 
was the occasion of all that has since hap- 


ned. - 9 


(3) The instructions of the counsel have 
misled him. This mo: t assuredly is untrue. 


We challenge our greatest enemies to prove 
it. So far were we from ever summoning the 


Apprentices on any business whatever, it 


was our constant study to prevail upon 
them to mind their business, as being the 
best means of defeating the argument of 
occasion for more.“ 


Gen- 


6139) 5 

Z Gentlemen, this kind of proceeding went on for a conſiderable 
Wength of time, till about March laſt, when the maſter printers 
then intimated to each other, if thoſe proceedings went on any 
longer, it would lead to a very dangerous tendency, as they were 
* * the neceſſity of performing the work with their apprentices, 
and their own hands. „ | 
Z Gentlemen, the maſters then cauſed public notice to be given, 
purporting, that unleſs theſe men would return to a ſenſe of their 

duty ſome proſecution ſhould be commenced and brought againſt 
them; then it was that this conſpiracy began; the principal leader © 

of which was not then known, but withheld from the knowledge 
of the maſter printers. _ 5 | 
Gentlemen, ou the 10th of March, the maſter printers, in con- 
= ſequence of information given them by the preſſmen, met at the 
Z York Hotel, and there the five defendants came clothed as dele- 
gates, they repreſented themſelves as the head of a parliament, as , 
= we may call it. The principal ſpokeſman, and the leader of thoſe 
| five detendants, was the defendant Atkinſon, and they propoſed 
to the maſters ſive propoſitions, as conditions, not that they 
Z would individually do ſuch and ſuch an act, but that the whole 
body of preſſmen ſhould not come to work, but under certain 
| conditions (4). | „ 
Gentlemen, in what ſituation are we, if thoſe ſort of meetings 
are permitted to go on, or theſe five men are ſuffered to take 
upon themſelves, of their own authority, to guide and direct the 
| work in this manner; however, this was the caſe, Mr. Atkinſon 
was the ſpokeſman, and delivered the following propofitions, 
= which the maſters took down in writing. | 
| The firſt was, that there ſhould be three . to ſeven 
preſſes, allowing another ſhould be taken when the eldeſt is in 
the laſt year of his time. | - | 3 


Noa will prove to you what was the policy of this reſolu- 
tion, and then it will appear clearly, that if they are limited, they 
cannot carry on the work. 3 : 


The ſecond was, no boy to be admitted upon poundage, unleſs - 
he be turned over; this is not ſo material (5). N 
= The third was, no apprentices to be permitted in any houſe, 
beyond a reaſonable time of trial, without being turned over. 
= The fourth was, apprentices not to be allowed equal to journey- 
men, nor leſs than what will properly ſupport them. | 


(%) There must be an egregious error Let us ask, Is it not material to any | body 


in this part of the accusation; for not one 


of the defendants were empleyed at any 


bouse where any dispute existed, conse- 


quently coul not use such language; but 

the remarks hereaſſr will fully explain what 

was said and done at that meeting. i 
(5) They say * this is not 80 material,” 


of men to see a boy working among them, 
reaping the same advantage without pre- 
viously serving à regular apprenticeship ? 
Whether this is not a reasonable complaint 


at any time, but more especially at a time 


when so many men were wanting employ 
is left for the consideration of the reader. 


np . 
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ſtruck, and in this ſituation it is they 
Ward, not merely for the ſake of puniſhing theſe men, but for 
the intereſt of the public; and I am inſtructed to ſay, if theſe men 


3 


The fifth was, no apprentices to be taken pending the nego- 


ciation. | 


Gentlemen, they gave the maſters ſome time to conſider of theſe | 
propoſitions, and the anſwer that the returned was, it could be of * 
no interelt for the maſters to ſtop the trade; the intereſt of the 
maſters, and the intereſt of the men, mutt be one and the ſame, 
therefore their. with was not for them to do any thing that was 


* 


prejudicial to the workmen. | 


Now, Genflemen, was this a conſpiracy or not? Was it not a 
_ widely extended conſpiracy ? Gentlemen, you may judge of that, | 
by what even paſſed at the meeting of the 10th of March, for no 


looner had this meeting broke up, than Mr. Baldwin addreſſed 
himſelf to Atkinſon, and faid, I am in a moſt difagreeable fitua- 
tion, in conſequence of the workmen having left me; I really 
cannot bring the paper forward, but if Young, would afliſt me, 
I could bring the paper forward, upon which Atkinſon wrote a 


note to Young, and actually gave permiſſion for Young to work for | 


him, and he did come forward and work for him. 

Gentlemen, meſlages were addreſſed to almoſt every printing- 
office in London ; to the gentlemen of Mr. Barker's office ; whe- 
ther Edward Atkinſon, or whoever was the perfon employed in 


this buſineſs, is not material, but the contents of this meſſage one 
would almoſt ſhudder at; it is as follows: | | 
„ Gentlemen, it is the opinion of your committee, that unleſs 7 
your employer gives you a ſtrong aſſurance, that he has ſeceded þ 


from the body of the maſters, you are to conſider your engage- 
ment this day as at an end (o).“ — | 


Can there be any doubt of a conſpiracy of the moſt dangerous 


nature; but if there ſhould be a doubt, T will ſbew you, that 


wherever this meſſage was fent, the men came forward and in- 
ſiſted upon an anſwer. 8 | | 3 


Gentlemen, I need not ſtate to you, when Mr. Atkinſon has 
ſtood forward as ſecretary, that there can be any proof wanted, that 


this Mr. Atkinſon was the author of this meflage ; but if there 
ſhould be, we have abundant evidence to prove, that this is actu- 


ally the hand-writing of Atkinſon himſelf. .. ; 


Gentlemen, in conſequence of this, theſe perſons all of them 
are obliged to come for- 


will now give up this conſpiracy, and return to their maſters, and 


. work as uſual, that the maſters will ſtop this proceeding. I do nat 


expect theſe terms will be acceded to; but, Gentlemen, if that is 
not to be done, if theſe men will not repent of their wickedneſs, 


T hope this Court will have it in its power to inflict a ſevere pu- 


niſhment upon them, and I truſt others will take warning by them. 
I will prove theſe facts to you ; they lay in a very narrow com- 


paſs; 


- (6) This note shall have an explanation in a proper place, Fe” 


; | pa 


dc 


<5) 

E paſs; and when I have proved them to you, there can be no 
doubt but this conſpiracy exiſts in this metropolis. Dj 
Gentlemen, I hope the landlord of the public houſe, where this 
meeting was held, will be taken notice of in another place (7). 


Gentlemen, I will alfo prove to yon, by a number of witnefles, 


I ſeveral of them maſter printers, that there are a number of jour- 
ZW neymen, who are willing to work, but they have been intimi- 


dated, and told, they ſhall never get bread if they offer to work; 


and thoſe, who are apprentices, are told, when their terms ex- 
pire, after ſeven years ſervice, that all their previous labour thall 
be defeated, and they ſhall not be employed (8). | 
WILLIAM THoORNE ſworn. —Examined by Mr. Jackſon. I am 
a maſter*printer, I live in Red Lion Court, Fleet Street : There 
have been very conſiderable diſputes between the maſters and 
8 journeymen printers. 


Q. Have the maſter printers increaſed the number of their ap- 


prentices ?—A. Yes, they have. 8 8 | = 

. Since that increale of apprentices, have the preſſmen, to 
your knowledge, ſtruck ?—A. The increaſe was made upon dif- 
| terent houſes, but very few; it was in confequence of not ob- 


taining ſufficient journeymen that the increaſe was made, and 


they ſtruck in my own houſe, and ſeveral others. 
5 Q. Do you know of any application being made to you, and 
the other maſters, to meet the defendants at the bar? -A. Les; 
there was an application made by Mr. Davis. | 
Q. In conſequence then of what y , r 
ters, 2 any part of them, meet ?=A. They did, at the York 
Hotel. : 


the time. | | | 
Q. Can you tell nearly? -A. It was in the month of April; it 
was at the York Hotel. | | 
Q. Look at the defendants at the bar; were they preſent ?—A. 
* were all preſent. 5 


men ; they did not fa they were a committee, but we met them 
as a committee, and tome propoſitions were propoſed. _ 


gu had heard, did the maſ- 


Now ſtate, as diſtinctly as you can, what paſſed when you 
were therein what capacity did they come ?—A. I underſtood. 
they came as a committee from the general body of journey- 


(7) Let the public mark this ungenerous 
nslnuation, A man against whom no 
harge can be made, shall keep a coſſee 


gr refreshment, intending thereby to gain a 
reditable livelihood— He shall have room 
o accommodate a society of men this so- 
iety he shall not in any manner be ac- 
duainted with, any further than its being a 
dy of men meeting for the purpose of 


house or any other place of general resort 


providing for each other in cases of distresg 
(that this was the fact, shall be proved in 
the course of this statement) ; and, hard as 
it may appear, this man shall be pointed at, 


in this public manner, and for wnat? Can- 


not you guess ? 


(8) We challenge the most critical reader 


to say, that either of these assertions are 
proved in any part of the trial. 


Q, Which | 


Q. When was it ?—A. I cannot poſitively ſay, with reſpe& to | | 
"> t 


\ 


T8 }* 3 
Q. Which of them made thoſe propoſitions ?—A. Sometimes .. 
one, ſometimes another; they were not all delivered by one perſon. Ji 
Q. Were they delivered in words ?=A. I took them down re 
myſelf verbally. LE | 6 | 
QA. What character did Atkinſon appear in) -A. As ſecretary. A 
Q. Do you recollect which of them made the propoſitions ?— W : 
A. I before ſaid, they were made ſometimes by one, ſometimes tu 
another. Mr. Atkinion made one, Mr. Lynham another; and | « 
then ſometimes two were ſpeaking at one time. 
Q. Did they, or not, generally diſcourſe upon the propoſitions 
that were made ?—A. They did. 5 | 
Q. I underſtand you to ſay, that you took down their propoſi- 
tions ?—J. I did; this is my hand writing, a great part of it was Ye 
made at the time, except the two or three lines at the bottom. 
Q. Did you read over to them what you had wrote, as their 
propoſitions ?—A. Yes; I read it over to them, and aſked them if i 


it was their meaning or not, and they ſaid Ves. A. 
Q. Did any of them ſtate any objection to thoſe propoſitions 1 


when you read them over? -A. No. af 
Q. State what thoſe propoſitions were ? — A. The firſt, three M=*© 
apprentices to ſeven preſſes, allowing another ſhould be taken when 


the eldeſt was in the laſt year of his time; that was the firſt pro- b> 
Gtion. The ſecond, no boy to be admitted upon poundage un- : 
eſs he be turned over. The third, no apprentice to be permitted * 7 
In any houſe beyond a reaſonable time of trial, without being a 
turned over. The fourth, apprentices not to be allowed equal to MEE 
Journeymen, nor leſs than what will properly ſupport them. The = 
fifth, no apprentices to be taken e e the negociation. Theſe 2 
are the whole of the propoſitions that were delivered at that time. 5 
Q. Do you recollect what anſwer the maſters gave — A. The ; 
anſwer given was at ſome length, and put into their hands for * 1 
their conſideration; they took it into the coffee room. f 
Q. At this time ?—A: Yes; they took it into the coffee room, Mens 
and ſome ſhort time after returned; and after ſome little altercation, 010 
and ſome few objections, they were apparently ſatisfied with it. 77 0 
Q. Did what you call the negociation * at that time, or will 
was there a further time allowed for an anſwer ?—A.. Yes, a a : * 


month; this was, upon recollection, on the 10th of March, at the 
York Hotel, Bridge Street, Blackfriers. | Ts | x5 
Q. A month was to be allowed, for what? — A. To give a final 
anſwer to the journeymen, and the trade at large, reſpecting the perſ 
propoſitions made by the journeymen. ; : 
Q. And they were to go to work till that anſwer ſhould be de- 
hvered ?—A. Yes; they agreed to go to work direfly. &@ = 
Q. Do you mean generally, or till that anſwer ſhould be deli- 
vered ?—A. Immediately ; Mr. Baldwin was in great neceſſity, Noe fo, 
and, I think it was Mr, Atkinſon, who ſaid, he would ſend a man 
5 | 1 LES, oe : directly; ing st 
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Wiaireaty; it was one of the perſons who had ara, that he hould | 


return to buſineſs (9). 


a. Do you know if the maſters returned any anſwer to that — | 


A. They did return the anſwer TH within a month. | 
a. Do you know to whom the anſwer of the maſters was re · 


turned A. Ves; it was returned to the committee, but to whom 
l cannot preciſely ſay ; it was done by a perſon that tranſacts the 


buſineſs, and Mr. Benſley the ſecretary. 
Q. Do you know if the matters received any reply from Atkin- 
KEE fon, in anſwer to their anſwer ?—A. I believe they did. . 
Q. Have you ſeen one of them? Sbetwing bim @ paper. 1 


Yes; this is the anſwer that I underſtood had been delivers Ip 


Q. Have you ſeen it before?—A. Ves. W 


Q. You have ſeen it as his anſwer ?—A. Ves. 


Q. After this reply was given, what was the conſequences et 


A. They ſtruck. 
Q. Do you know, of your own knowledge, that they Arugk i in 
one office, or more than one ?—A. They ſtruck in and offices 
after the reply Was ſent. 1 1 
Q. Did your men rike A. They „ ee 
a. What reaſon did they aflign for ariking 2 | 


Mr. A His men are not the N and therefore, 


| what they ſaid to him cannot be evidence againſt theſe men. 
Mr. Knowhs. [ ſubmit to the Court, that this 18 good: evi⸗ 

dence; we are firſt to prove a conſpiracy; we then alledge, that 

in conſequence of that conſpiracy numerous workmen. ſtruek; 


propoſitions to the maſters in the name of the preſſmen ; that they 
delivered in thoſe propoſitions for the preſſmen; that at the end 
of that month they ſtruck a ſecond time (10), whieh-your Lordſhip 


they, aſſign that as the reafon why they left him. 
nap. Ta <5 preg they muſt prove a knowledgein theſe. 
perſons as connect with the Mt Rated upon revonl 


(9) Let the reader in Mr. Tame mere l is a rule in the printing 1 als 
says it was one of those who had struct, that a master shall not drecharge, or a man qui, 


be found what Mr. Baldwin says on this warning, and, we flatter ourselyes, it does 
business of striking. not appear in evigence that any of yaterng 
(10) So much having been said concern NORGE from this mode. | 
ing striking, it is necessary to observe | = 


> 
Fe, * ws : 
I 


why then, the conſpiracy being alledged, I take: it, the conduct 
of the perſons who did ſtrike, 5 evidence; the conſpiracy being 
firſt eſtabhſhed, that their eonduct aroſe from that conſpiracy; for 
iris charged as an overt act of the conſpiracy; that they did ſtrixke. 
Mr. Gurney. It is already in evidence, that the preſent de- 
tendants met the maſter printers, as a committee; that they made 


will have moſt ſtrictly in evidence; and yau will find, that in- 
_ after that anſwer is ſo given, the prefſmen, in the office of 
horne, ſtruck ; and when the anſwer of the ee is Siven, 


Should return to Mr. Baldwin, it will soon His service -without giving a fortnight's 
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are not entitled to give any ſuch evidence. 


2 — — 
— —— => > $0099 cs cyan 


them? A. Toenguire whether they mig 
to work; they returned in about an hour afterwards. 


| day ; they ſtruck on the Saturday 


in order to enter into a negociation with the juurneymen, is that 


. Had you a meeting in the February preceding, at the Globe 
IJavern?—-A. We had. „ | „ 
Q. Had there been letters paſſed between the journeymen and 


(ens 


br elfe your Lordſhip ſees the extent to which it will go; for; un- 
leſs ſome ee is proved in the defendants upon this record, 
extend it to what paſſed at York, or any other | 


they might as well e 
part of the kingdom; and I am fure your Lordſhip would tell 


mie directly, unleſs theſe defendants could be proved to have a 
perfect knowled 
poſſible to give that evidence which is contended for on the part 


of what theſe men were about, it is utterly im- 


of the proſecution ; it does ſeem to me, that what paſſed at Mr. 


 Thorne's office, with reſpect to his men ſtriking, unleſs they prove 


a concert, and a knowledge in the defendants of what had paſſed, 
it is impoſſible” that they ſhould give in evidence any thing like 


The objection was over-ruled by the Court. 
Me. Jackjon.: G. Did you converſe with your men on the ſub- 
ject of ſtriking ?—A. Yes. . 5 
G. Tell me the names of the men that you to converſed with ? 
A. William and Henry Meder aft. 

Q. Did you ſend this man, or any of your journeymen, to the 


* 


committee : — A. I did. 1 


* 


Q. Where did you ſend: them?—A.' They went to the com- 


Me. Knapp. Q. How do you know that ?—A. They told me ſo. 
* Mr. Knapp: s . f 


That will not dod. | 5 
Mr. Jackſon. ''Q. What was the N for which you ſent 
t be permitted to return 


u know what day this was ?—A. It was on the Tuel- 


Q: Do yo 
y immediately preceding the Sun- 


day; this was on the Tueſday following. 


Q. How ſoon was it after the anſwer was re by the maſters 
the next day but one. } 


that your men ſtruck A. The next day, or 
* Croſs-examined by Mr. Knapp. Q. You have ſtated a meeting 


the only meeting you have had in order to ſettle your differences ! 


the maſters relative to the diſpute even previous to that ?—A. | 
belieye there were letters paſſed between the committee and 32 


_- 


eis. ET „ | | PEG: 
. Which was communicated to the . committee ?—A.. Yes, 


__occafionally. + | 4 | 3 
Ho long before that meeting at the Globe, had there 


been any communication and correſpondence had between the 


Mr. Davis. 850 FVV 


* 
— 


your Lordſhip will be of opinion, that they | 


. Was 


. 


A. Not to my recollection. 


there was any thing of that kind paſſed. 


again, whether the maſters did not expreſs themſelves ſatisfied 


| N 6100 5 
. Was that correſpondence regularly communicated to the 


committee ?—A. Yes. 


Q. How long had this communication been going on ?—A. 7 R 


| ſuppoſe near two months. | 


Q. On both ſides it was intended to communicate between you, 


in a friendly way, upon the ſubject of 'your diſpute ?—A. It was 


always the deſire of the maſters fo to do. . . 
Q. You attended the meeting at the Globe Tavern? -A. I did. 


Q. Was it at the inſtance of the maſters, deſiring a part of the 


> R journeymen to meet them at the Globe Tavern ?—A. I cannot pre- 
ciſely lay, I believe it was through the repreſentation of Mr. 


Goſnell. . fr 

Q. A maſter printer ?—A. Yes. 
Q. One of your body ?—A. Ves. e « 
Q. And through his repreſentation, you think it was, that a 


meeting was called at the Globe Tavern ?—A. Les. $03 1 


Q. Were there any propoſitions at that meeting, either from the 
maſters or journeymen ?—A. The maſters requetted, as a prelimi- 
nary, that the men ſhould return to their work, and give up their 
oppoſition. 8 ; [362 . 

Q. Then they ſubmitted no propoſitions to the committee 


* 


Q. Was there not a converſation between the maſters and jour- 
neymen, relative to the diſpute of taking too many apprentices 
out door and in ?—A. There was a converſatign on that ſubject. - 

Q. You ſay there was a converſation upon that ſubject before ou 


broke up—was it not expreſſed by the maſters, that the journey- 


men had conducted themſelves in a fair and candid manner, making 
known their objections at that time; I mean at the Globe Tavern, 


on the 14th of February ?-—A.. I do not preciſely recollect that 
Q. I will put the queſtion again, I aſk:you— hether, in the 
courſe of your converſation, the maſters did not expreſs themſelves 
ſatisfied at the fair and candid manner in which they had treated 
* diſpute, and urged their requeſts ?—A. No, I do not recol- 
ect that. le | | | 5 
Q. Now I will put you in mind of them—did nothing like this 


take place, that the journeymen ſaid, We hope, gentlemen, you 


do not mean to take any advantage of us on account of. the part 
we have taken in the buſineſs, with a view to bring about an 
amicable adjuſtment of the diſpute; in anſwer to which, the 
maſters, all of them, immediately ſaid, No, by no means; we hope 


you will not think ſo ; God forbid that we ſhould attempt it; do 


you recolle& any thing of that ſort ?=A. Yes, I recollect that. 
Q. Now, after having ſtated to the Court, that you recolle& 

that, perhaps your memory may be a little refreſhed—l aſk you 
with the conduct ot the 3 at that time, in having 25 5 


F 


* 


fo reaſonable a ſet of men, telling them at the ſame time, that 
they might depend upon it that they would be their fraends—do 
vou recollect that? — A. Yes, I do. 

Q. So that the men then, in the reſult of both theſe inſtances, 
were given to underſtand that they had conducted themſelves de- 
cently and properly to their maiters, in urging their requeſt in the 
reaſonable mauner in which they had urged it —4. * es, up to 
that period. 

A. So chat you appeared perfectly ſatisſied with the conduct 
and the manner in which the journeymen had conducted them- 
ſelves, and they went away with the 1dea ?—A. They went away 
without any particular determination; the matter tall hung in 


144 


ſuſpence. 

G. Did not you, in order to ſatisfy every body, ſubmit to ſhake 
. hands before you parted ?—A. There was no kind of animoſity, I 
believe, but there was no ſhaking hands. | 

Q. Will you ſwear there was no ſhaking hands? A. There 
was no ſuch thing as Ifaw. 

Q. Did any of the maſters ſhake hands with the j journeymen ? 

A. No, not that I ſaw. 

Q Aſter that time, and between the 1 4th of February and the 
loth of March, and the meeting at the York Hotel, did there 
continue a negociation at all between the maſters and } Locle 
men—was there any correſpondence kept up A. believe 
: there was with a Mr. Davis. | 
Q. What paſſed with Mr. Davis, was made known to the com- 
mittee of the maſters?—A. Ves. ** 

Q. So that an jation was kept on foot previous to the 
meeting at the Globe Tavern, at the Globe Tavern, and down to 
the York Hotel, on the 10th of March—did you, at the York Ho- 
tel, join in the with to negociate the buſineſs upon an amicable 
footing ?—A. Moſt . 

Q. The meeting at the York Hotel was at the deſire of the 
1 maſters convening a part of the pt A. Na at the re- 
requeſt of the journeymen. 

Q. Then, at the requeſt of the j journey men, w hom you had 
been negociating with, they, of their accord, deſired you, the 
—— to meet them * at the York Hotel ?—A. They did, 

etter, 

Q. And in confequence of that, did they attend the commit- 

tee? -A. They did, the five defendants. 

d. And then the propoſitions were made, chat you have ſtated 
to my learned friend ?—A. Juſt ſo, _ 

2. Nowe would aſk you again, whether, even after theſe 

| - propoſitions were made, and the negociation had ſubſiſted he- 

| tween you from the beginning to the end of this date, whether 
Fou did not even then part friendly with the journeymen, and in 

W to be * friends ?—A, 1 e parted friendly at that time. 4 
| ; Q. Did 
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= Q. Dia not you part almoſt in the ſame terms as at the Globe 
W Taverna -A. We parted with ſtill. greater hopes of the matter 

coming to a concluſion 280 LY 
. Were thoſe hopes inereaſed from the conduct of the jour- 
WT nevmen ?—A. Yes; from the manner in which they received us. 
2. Did not you then, with theſe hopes, promiſe to be their 
& friends, and not to take advantage of them? —A. There was no 
WE promile made. 1 . 5 1 
Q. But was it ſtated by any body at that meeting ?—A, I do 
not think it was. 8 YAY] e ene, 
d. Wil you ſwear it was not? — A. No. 35 | ; 
dai. But you did part with them better friends than before ?— 
A. Yes. > ts | 
Q. How ſoon after did you inſtitute this proſecution ?=A. 
Better than a month; it was not determined on till after the men 
had ftiruck. „ | {COTE f 
gd. How ſoon did you inſtitute this proſecution, after the month + 
agreed upon between you, the maſters, and the journeymen ?—A. 
It was after the month. | e 
d. Was it two or three days, or was it a week : -A. I believe 
it might be three or four days. 1 1 1 2 
d. We have heard it ſtated, that this is a inen and 
that peace is all that the maſters want did you take up theſe men 
upon warrants, the moment the indictment was preferred ?—A., 
hat I cannot ſay, I believe they might; I do not know whether 
they were or not. „ 3 5 
Clicitor for the proſecution. They were; two of them were taken 
up on a warrant ; one of theſe defendants was taken on the Sa- 
turday, and continued till Monday; that was Warwick, I believe. 
Q. I would juſt aſk you, whether, after the meeting of the 
committee, at the York Hotel, and after the month had gone by, 
| whether, even on the part of Mr. "Atkinſon, from the committee 
of journeymen, a negociation was not further urged to the 
Ez maſters ?!—A., Not that I know of. ' e 
= Q. Have you never heard of it?—A. I know nothing of it. 
A. You know Mr. Benſley ?—A. Yes. . EM 
Q. He is the ſecretary to your committee? -A. Yes. 
; Q. Was it not communicated to him, that the journeymen 
W wiſhed to have a further negociation with the maſters ?—A. Not 
that I know of. | ns NR 5 
Q, You belonged to the meeting of the maſters -A. Yes. 
Q. And you help to carry on this profecution—do not you ex- - 
pect to pay your ſhare of the expences? -A. The ſame as the fund 
on the other fide (11). „„ . 


1 e Lvuxz 
(11) Now Mr. Thorne has finished, a re- concerned in this di-pute until requested £0 | 
| mark or two may reasonably be expected. to be, by the following note from Mr. Da- 
: The defendants were not, in any degree, vis, the master printer : | 


& February 


3 


2 


Wes 8 — 
NN 
CORY 


— 
— — 


n 


a. "I = 
L 
eee 


r 


3 ws — 
PP 


— 


N I - — . WA p45 


WR EE or a re ee 
ONE _ 


= 
— 


* ** — 
— 
— 


e nn fo 


F . ̃ꝗ . Res En Re 


—— 
* 
— 


r 


: 

© £ 

4 
! 


— 2 
ra * 42> 8 
2 — 4 ras 
_ 


PPP 
. . 


2 . 4 te ine 9 


3 
ao 


1 _ 


% 


— 


* q 


hand writing ?—A. 


nature to be his hand writing. 


” 


„ a 
- 


Februar 3, 1798. Mr. Davis's com- 
phments to Mr. Atkinson, and wishes to see 
him at any time this afternoon (from three 
till eight) in the hope that the difference, 
at present subsisting in the trade, may be 
drought to an amicable termination; which, 
it is to be presumed, is as much the wish of 


Mr. Atkinson as himself. At present no 
person is acquainted with the proposed in- 


terview ; but Mr. Davis has no objection to 
Mr. Atkinsen's briuging one or two persons 
with him.” 3 | 

To which the following answer was sent: 
- «Sir, Placing that confidence in you 
which ought to exist between man and 
man, have no objection to meet you this 
evening, I suppose about half past six, 
though imperfeQtly acquainted with the bu- 
siness, yet shou!d 1 be the means of 
aullling any difference. Y ours, &c. 


| The defendant, Mr. Atkinson, attended 
Mr. Davis as requested, but at which meet- 


ing nothing particular transpired. Several 
_ other interviews took place between Mr. At- 


Einson and Mr. Davis, but to no purpose, 


$4ertly after which Mr. Atkinson received 
the following note from Mr. Bensley, se- 


cretary to the Society of Masters: | 
The committee of Master Printers 
wish that a few of the pressmen will attend 


at the general meeting this evening, at the 


Globe Tavern, Fleet Street, at half past 
eight o*clock precize'y, on the subject of the 
gispute at Mr. Davis's.” 
«Feb 14. 1598.” « T. Bensley, Sec.“ 


This effcral request was attended to, and 


that passed at that meeting is faithfully 


given in the following hand bill, which was 


shorily after published and circulated by the 
POO, Le 
> To Pnxssurxx. 


A singular advertisement see below) 


Having appeared in vera of the London 
newspapers, evidemiy from the master 
printers, in consequence of a dispute be- 


teen them and the pressmen, it his been 
gcemed necessary that the following state- 


went ot fads should be laid before the trade, 


ro coumeract any misrepresentatien that 


might arise from the above, or any similar 


na- ure. | 


. | 
It never was the inter ion of the press- 


mien to enter into a warfare with their em; 


© 


(9) | 
Luxx HAN8AnD feoorn.— Examined by 
the defendant, Mr. Atkinſon, ever work with you ?—A. Yes. 


Q. Look at that paper, and tell me if you believe it to be his 
o not think the paper is; I believe the ſig- 


Es 
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— 1 ü 
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Edward Atkinson.“ 


ployers; but the present dispute being ear- 1 
ried on with so much acrimony on their 


side renders it necessary, for the inforina- 
tion of those who are not acquainted with 


the business, to make some few remarks... 


The present state of the printing busi- 
ness is too well known to require any com- 
ment, and chat partly from a shortness of 
trade, but more particularly from the num- 


devise means of destroying those, whose 


only crime has been in opposing an inno- 3 


vation that threatened their very existence. 
And here it may be necessary to state, 
that an action against your body, for a com- 


bination, is said to have been hinted at; how | 


far it may be carried into effect, time alone 
can develope. 


secretary of the pressmen received a letter 
from Mr. Bensley. secretary to the masters, 
imimating his orders from the society, to 
desire a few of the journeymen to attend the 
masters at the Globe Tavern that eveninz. 
It being past one o'clock when this infor- 
mation was received, the pressmen's secre- 
tary waited on Mr. Bensley and represented 
to him the impossibility of complying with 
Such a request at so short a notice; Mr, 


Beuslev expressed a wish, that conething ; 
breaking tbe no," as = 


sbould be d.ne, by way of 
he termed it. It was then agreed that fouc 


or five of the jqurney men should wait upen 
them 10 know tlieir pleasure. In conse- if 


quence of which, the secretary prevailed 


upon four to accompany him to the masters. E 
On entering upon the business, the presi- Xx 


dent, Mr. Barker, (Old Bailey,) asked what 


Propositions the journey men had to make: * 
It was replied, that as they attended at the 


request of the gentlemen present, they had 
flattered themselves with the hope of haviag 


something advanced that might eventually 


lead, not only to an immediate reconcilia- 
tion, but ultimately tend to insure a perfect 
understanding respecling apprentices in fu- 
ture, The president replied, they had no- 


Mr. Gurney, G. Did 


ber of apprentices. It must appear strange, 
that any one set of men should wish, nay, 
sem determined, to oppress another; but 
80 far is it the ſact, that mee ings are held 

daily, and often twice in a day, merely to 


If there exists any ground 
for such a proceeding, it surely originated 
in a prompt compliance with the request of 
the masters; for, about a fortnight ago, the 


thing to offer; that they had resolved - 4 1 


"wa." ah. - tt. ante ds ao old ne 


z 


—— wid 


Carte 
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| ( 23 ) | 
da. Look at that paper A. F believe that alſo to be his 18 


nature. 


A. Did ar. Atkinſon work with you at the time the journey- 


men {truck A. er he did not. 


their measures, and that he supposed the 
conference ended. It was, however, asked, 
it the pressmen present could say what 
number of apprentices the journeymen 
thought proportionate to the men. The 
reply was, that the jcurneymen would be 


very well satisſied to admit of three to every 
seven presses, allowing the master to take 


another when the eldest lad was in his last 


year; adding, that if they had any terms to 


1 propose, the parties present would be hap- 
py to lay them before their body, and would 


venture tosay, that in at —— reasonable 
the journeymen would be ready to meet 


3 | them. They were then desired to with- 
dra for a short time; when they returned 
the president read the following resolution: 


* That the master printers would pledge 


2 their words not to overstock the business E 


with apprentices, but the men must une- 


XX quiv«caliy abandon every idea of opposing 


them in taking what number they thought 
proper, And that Mr. Davis should posi- 


tively be ppc with Journeymen the hext | 

into any unnecessary cavil with our 

_ Players, We wish only to appeal to your 
candour and dispassionate judgement. We 


morning.“ | 
lt was presumed that any comment 


upon this resolution, was then totally un- 


necessary: but not wishing the most distant 
conclusion to be drawn from their silence, 
that might in the smallest degree tend to 


retard that reconciliation they ardently 


wished to have accomplished, they begged 
to remind the gentlemen, that though they 
were not empowered to come to any defi- 


nitive measures, a meeting should be called, 


when proper persons would be appointed 
to receive any propositions en the part of 
the journeymen, and that whenever it was 
the wisli of the masters to renew the con- 
ference it would readily be acceded to, 


on the least intimation given to their Sen. 


cretary. . 

From that period to the present the 
masters have continued to resolve and re- 
resolve without giving any such intimation. 
How ſar the measures, they have adopted 
in preference, will credit the heads or 
hearts of those who projected them, is left 
to your cool and dispassionate considera- 
tion. e ee, 

Feb. 27, 1798,” E. Atkinson, sec.“ 

. The “singular advertisement“ above- 
mentioned: 

To overseers and parish officers; it 
being suspected that many of that class of 
Journey men printers, denominated Press- 


(Mr. 


men, will apply to their respective parishes 
for relief, under the pretence of wanting 


employment, it is requested that all parish 
officers wil!, before granting any assist- 
ance, make application to some master 
printer of respectability, to know whether 
employment is, or is not, to be obtained.“ 
A few days alter the meeting, above al- 
luded to, the journeymen- published the 
following address to the masters, which 
they were in hopes would have. had the ef- 
fect they wished, viz. a reconciliation, and a 
proper ' understanding between _ and 
the masters: N 
vy Abpnkss FROM Tux PresSMEN | To THE 
MasTtr PRINTERS. 


The very unpleasant dispute pending 


with Mr. Davis having occasioned you to 


enter into several resolutions, to the great 
prejudice of the journey men pressmen, we 


beg leave to make a few observations, 


which, perhaps, you are not generally in 


possession of. 
46 It is far from our intention to 


have no doubt, but a great number of the 


master Printers have been misled in the 


statement of the number of apprentices al- 
ready in the business at press. It is the in- 


* tention of this address to counteract, as 


far as at present we are able, from the in- 
formation we are in possession of, such 
mis representation. Lou, Gentlemen, best 
know the statement Mr. Davis made to 
your society with respect to the number of 
his apprentices; but we know that they 
amounted-to five at the time he wished to 
take another. He may, perhaps, say, that 
to of them were abrent; but, surely this is 
no argument against theirclaim to the bu- 
siness on their return—nor, was that the 


case, would it be any ways consolatory to 


those who must inevitably be injured by 
their primary introduction. We have also 
been informed that Mr. Bre stated his 
number of apprentices at to; but we must 
beg to correct that statement by declaring 
that Mr. Bye has no less than z. . 
Having said thus much, of which we 
vouch ourselves to give every necessary 
proof, we presume you will not, for justice 
or humanity's sake, countenance the harsk 
measure of shutting your houses against 
men who have nothing but their labour to 
- Support 
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_ unleſs your 
men conſider the negociation at an end. . 


Py 


Ar. Shelton reads.) © April the-5th, 1798. Addreſſed to Mr. 
Benfley. To the Maſter Printers. Gentlemen, the preſſinen were 
in hopes, from the length of time you have taken, and the pro- 


miſes you made, when laſt they had the honour of meeting 


you, 


that the buſineſs would have been more amicably adjuſted ; nor 

can they help ſaying, that your anſwer tends to no regulation re- 

ſpecting the —— . — the origin of the preſeut diſpute; and 
-þ 


Buy order. 


„ Fours, 


come to ſome regulation on that head, the prefſ- 


« Edward Atkinſon.” 


Dp Saturday, April the 7th, 1798. Addreſſed to the gentlemen of 
Mr. Barker's office. Gentlemen, it is the opinion of your com- 


that he has ſeceded from the body of 
your engagement at an end this day. 


By order. 
| \ Crofe-examined by Mr. Raine. 


per reſpecting re 


- mittee,” that unleſs your employer gives Fey a ſtrong aſſurance, 


rs, you are to conſider 


[3 


„ Edward Atkinlan, ſecretary (19).” 


1 obferved ſomething in that pa- 


lations of apprentices—I aſk you, whether you 


think it reaſonable that maſters ſhould take. apprentices out ot 
doors, without ſtint, and without number ?2= ere e , fine 


Court. You cannot aſk that; it is no 


whether the j 


t of this queſtion, 


ourneyman's requeſt is reaſonable or not, it is the 
mode and not the thing that we are to 1. 


uire into. 


o 


Mr. Raine. I beg your Lordſhip's pardon ; I ſubmit that we 
are to.enguire into the thing as well as the 5 5 


wt 7,7 £4 £% WC, TE 24 1? pats 


support themselves and families, in at- 


terapting to ensure a necessary portion of 
which consi ts their only crime. And we 
bez further io add, that on our parts we 
Shall at all times be ready to meet the gen- 


temen of your body, to endeavour to ad- 


just a dispute which we sincerely regret we 
had too much reason to enter into, | 
„Wie cannot close this address without 
advancing an opinion, (and we are sorry 
to say, many circumstances tend to confirm 
it,) that the principal reason of Mr. Davis 


wishing for so many apprentices was merel7 


to enable him to unperwonk the rest of the 


masters. — This may appear at first sight 


rather invidious; but we trust, the merits 
of the case considered, we shall not incur 
any censure from the assertion. 


Court. Certainly not; we are not neg here to arbitrate be: 
tween the maſters and the men ; 1 


I do not think that it is any part 


P. S. Having received information 
that it was reported to your body as the in- 
temion cf the pressmen to solicit an ad- 


vance upon all works—we beg "leave to 
disclaim, in the mast positive and une qui - 


vocal manner, having the most distant idea 
of the kind.?“ % | 
(:2) This was the note we were con- 
vided upon, we flattered ourselves that 
the native for sending it, would have plead- 
ed sutliciently in our favour, to claim an ac- 
quital ; it onght to be known that this note 
was not sent to any one, but for whom the 
agreement was made at the York Hotel; 
and, that if they had not given such in- 
formation, the masters, most probably, 
would have occasioned a quantity of paper 
to be wet an the Saturday night, when their 
men not returning on the Monday, the 
paper so wet would have been Sour 


4 | 5 ( 7 23 . 
yr the queſtion, even in mitigation of puniſhment, it is only waſts 

hing the time ot the Court. ** 2 : 
A.. Raine: G. I believe you know there is a Friendly Society 
ubſiſting among the prefimen ?—A. I have heard of it. | 


d. Of courſe, you know the nature of theſe ſocieties, that as 
Friendly Societies they are extremely beneficial ?—A, Yes, I 
X a. Mr. Atkinſon worked for you ſome time ?—A. Ves; but 
it is a long time back. Ro a e N 
ad. Therefore, you had an opportanity of ſeeing his general 
character and conduct ?—A. ile he worked with me, I re- 
ipected him as a good, ſober workman. | 
a. Was he a faithful ſervant ?—A. I always found him ſo. _ 
Jonas Davis ſworn.— Examined by Mr. Knowlys.' G. Are you. 
a maſter printer ?—A. Yes. WD 8 
a. Do you know, whether before the meeting on the 10th of 
Narch, at the York Hotel, the 2 in the trade had ſtrucx? 
-A. Yes; my men had ſtruck long before that (17027. 
d. Do you know of your own knowledge, whether the trade 
has been at all obſtructed in conſequence of that ſtriking ?—A.. - 
To my knowledge it has. . 4 
Xx ©. Do you ſpeak of ee individually, or others ?—A. I 
peak of myſelf individually, and others beſides. | Z 
2. After the meeting at the York Hotel, do you know whe- 
ther, on the 10th of March, the journeymen came to work? -A. 


. 


our anſwer, my men left me. 


without warning (14). 


| (13) It is worthy observation, that Mr. 
Knowlys should begin his examination at 
the end of the business, instead of taking the 
question from the origin of the digpute; 


able to convince the public that Mr. Da- 
Vis's men never did strike. 


men gave you warning, others left you 
without doing $6. Let us ask you, whether, 
when the agreement was made at the York 
Hotel, did not you say you could employ 


however, we flatter ourselves, we shall be 


(14) Now, Mr. Davis, some of your 


hey came to work on the Monday following; my men, who had 
been abſent and refuſed to come 
liere, did then return; the meeting was on the Saturday pre- 
ceding; till then, I could get no men to work. 


work for ſome weeks, I be- 


. Do you know whether your men, or any other men, in the 
>mployment of any other perſons, preſſmen, ſtruck, after you had 
greturned the anſwer of the preſſmen ?—A. After we had returned 


Q. When did they leave you ?—A. Four weeks after the 10th 
of March; I do not recolle& the day; ſome of them gave nie 
warning ; that is the uſual courſe of the trade ; and others left me 


G. Have 


more men than had left you? the conse- 
quence was, some others engaged with you, 
was it not there men who gave you the ne+ 
cessary warning? And pray how could 
the expectation of warning from your 
men, ever arise, after the agreement at the 
York Hotel? © That unless something 
was done in order to settle the dispute ami» 
cably, every thing should remain as it was 
at that very moment, viz. those men who 
had left you formerly should be at liberty 
to > a at the end of the month without fur- 


ther 


— gt 


- 


meeting. 
Croſs-examined. by Mr. Hove 


. time to this 2A. No. | | *R 
Q. How many more have you got at this time ?—A.-I have 


work for 


Yes; I have been in 
time they left me (15). 

Q. Do you recollect 
the York Hotel 


neymen ?—A. No, I do not. 


Q. Have you never had occa 


S 


to a Friendly Society. 


Had two. 


= 


Q. Has that been the 


Q. Cannot 


ther ceremony? Now, Sir, you say your 


men szact; we believe you will admit vou 


gave some of them warning, because they 
would not undertake to instruct a boy, 


others gave you warning, naturally expect- 


ing the same treatment. | 
or did they not, stay the fortnight ? If they 
did, which, we think, you will not deny, 
how; in the name of truth, will you prove 


it &rik'ng, having ated agreeably to the 


rule of the business? 3 I 
(t) Was you in want of men at the 
time you wished to introduce this additional 
boy? Will you not admit that many men 
were out of employ? As this was most 
assuredly the case, and you well knew it, 
was it nat reasonable to object to a mode 
$0 destructiye t) themse ves and families? 


— 
* 


'Q. Have you, from that time, been able to get any preſſmen to 


ou? -A. Two old men, who are, I underſtand, pro- 
ſeribed, by the reſt of the trade, continued to work with me; 
and one, who came from Scotland, has worked for me for 
little time; beſides that, I have no men. I 
Q. Are you in want, and have you been, of more men? -A. 
great diſtreſs for more men, and was at the 


ſeeing the defendants, or any of them, at 
?—A. Yes; I recollect ſeeing them all at that 
| !, Q. You, perhaps, know, of # 
your own knowledge, there does exiſt a friendly ſociety of jour- 
fion to know, that any of the de- 3 
fendants belonged to a Friendly Society of journeymen ?—A, Not 


Q. How many out-door apprentices did you happen to have, F 
at the origin of this diſpute ?—A. At the origin of this diſpute, 1 


Q. Only two?—A. Only two. (16). 1 5 | I 
greateſt number you ever had from that 


ſome 5 


( 
now four, to the beſt of my recollection. + 87 1 a 
ou recollect the exact number ?—A. Ves, four in WF 
the whole, and one in doors (17), I have had five at one time, = 
but one of them ran away upon my defiring him to bring up ano- UF © 
ther, becauſe I:could not get journeymen. F ] 
Q. I think I underſtand you to fay, that you did not know ot "4 
this Friendly Society of journeymen ?—A. I underſtand there was | 
OW OO t 
- (16) OxLyY Two!!! Tour recolleQion 
being returned, the question may be now 4 
asked, whether you had not six at the very 3 7 
time when the dispute took place? And | .C 
vere not the names of those six appren- u 
Did these men, tices as follow: Thomas Wapler, F. Larnas, 
F. Monument, J. Cildart, T. Hurst, and J. 
Adame, the last of whom oxnLY was an in- | t. 
door apprentice. | e 
- (17) Suppose we say, that in addition to | 
those mentioned in the last note, you took RF -. 
the boy in dispute and had two others, 57 Je 
thers, turned over to you by Mr. Fenwick, n 


how much nearer will that be to nine than 
Foe, and all out-door apprentices except *. 
Let parents and guardians consider this 
mode of taking boys, and well weigh nn! 
evil tendency, 5 | 


a ſociety! 


r Wo 
ER a 
w_ —_ l 
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a ſociety of preſſmen exiſting, but not a Friendly Society; what 
U underſtand by a Friendly Society, is a Benefit Society; as fuch 
I do not know, nor do I underitand there is any ſuch ſociety 
e WF exiſting. VVV | SE Lg oy 
Q. Did you ever hear of the articles of that ſociety—perhbaps it 
. may happen to you to have read them A. Ves. 
' G. When you ſaw theſe articles, perhaps you read them atten- 
W tively ?—A. T think I did. | „F 
Q. Was there any thing in them at that time, that was repug- 
nant to your feelings or judgement ?—A. I think there was. 
Q. What was it ?—A. I cannot recollect. Sh | 
Q. Did you tell the perſon ſo that ſhewed them to you ?—A, 


No, I did not. 


2. Perhaps, to him, you expreſſed an approbation of them? 
A. No, I did not. | | 5 | 5 
g. Did you look at them in the preſence of the perſon who 
orought them ?—A. I think not. > > 
a. Had you any converſation with that perſon about them? 
A. I do not recollect that I had. | | 
Q. Was it a printed copy of the articles of this Society? -A. 
= Yes, it was. er i ER. Bs 5 
d.. Should you know the book again? — A. I think fo, 
Q. Look at the index ?—A. I balieve Nee are the articles, 1 
do not remember the index. : | ä 
= @Q. Look at the title page do you find the term Friendly in 
that ?—A.. Yes. ne res 333% OO 
2. And yet you have no recollection, or ever heard of a ſociety 
33 denominated a Friendly Society A. I did not ſay, fo; I have 
heard of ſuch a Society, but I did not believe there was ſuch a ſo- 
ciety exiſting, -, 1 8 
- Q. That is a copy of the articles binding that Society together? 
A. I do not "a ho theſe articles do bind that Society toge- 
ther; I take that to be an inſnaring queſtion, - "a 
2. Why do you believe it to be an inſnaring queſtion ?—A. 1 
do not believe there is any ſuch ſociety exiſting under theſe arti- 
cles, as a Benefit Society; I never heard of any one man being 
upon that Society. VV 
Q, Have you had any converſation with Mr. Atkinſon upon 
the ſubject of theſe articles? -A. I cannot ſay; if I have, it has 
{ eſcaped my memory. By 5h | TS OM 
8. Did you ever tell Mr. Atkinſon, that you thou the ob- 
ject of the ſociety good, and the regulations proper ?—A. I do 
not remember telling him fo. | q 3 8 
Q. Will you ſwear you did not ?—A. No, I will not ſwear it; 
I doe not recolle& it; if I had ever ſaid fo, I am convinced I muſt 
have added, if they adhered to theſe articles. ; 
A. Then you muſt have ſome recollection of it? —A. No, I 


have not. | I 
: DS Qi. Then 


A. You were there, and therefore you know. 


28) 


a. Then! how can you put that interpretation: upon it?—A. 1 
2 no interpretation upon it. =_ 
Q. Were you ever at Hicks's Hall, Clerkenwell — A. Yes. q 
. Upon what occaſion ?—A. . the trial of. ſome of | 
my own men. A 
Q. For a con dire) ?—A. Yes. NY 
Q. What became of it?—A. It was remoyed by A « certiorari. 
Q. Who removed it ?—A. My attorney. : 4 
Q. Did you proſecute it? — A. No. | E 
Q. Are you going of the preſent proſecution ?—A. No; of 
apraſeqution that I had commenced againſt my own journeymen, 3 
fora conſpiracy. * 1 
Q. To do what ?—A. Toi injure me, in preventing my taking Z 
apprentices. 3 
A. When was that asg dent either given up, or e | 


Mr. Hovell. I am not ſtanding in the evidence box, it is my 5 
buſineſs to aſk you queſtions, rg, F ou muſt anſwer them. 1 
Q. Was not that a proſecution for an offence, making a part of I 
this conſpiracy ?—A., Yes; I think it was. ; 
Q. How long ago, was it a month ?—A. No; a few days only. | 
Q. Then it was a part of this conſpiracy A. Yes. 4 
Q. Was that the only time you have ever been at Hicks's Hall? 
A; No. 4 
Q. Upon what occaſion have you been there —. I have been 
thets to enter into a recognizance. 
Q. To try theſe very perſons ?—4. Ves. 
Q Were you ever there at any other time A. I do not re- 
member. | 
| Q. Then theſe were the only times you had been there A. 
Ves; I was there once before. 

Q. Upon what occafion were you there then ?—A. On a trial, 
N an apprentice, about three years ago. 

What, your apprentice had indicted you?—A. Yes. 

Q. For what A. For aſſaulting him. 

Court. That can have nothing to do with this queſtion. 

Mr. Hovel!. My Lord, I conceive it is competent for me to try 
the credit of this witneſs ; I ſubmit to your en that it is 
the only way of trying it. 

Mr. Knapp. He was convicted of that aflault. 

Mr. Davis. I was convicted, and the fine, I think, was four- 

pence, and the apprentice wanted to return to me after that; and 
before the trial, he offered to return, if I would give him one 
 thilling a week ſor wages ; at that time he was not my apprentice. 

Mr. Hovell. Q. It was a trifling Twitch that you eat him 
„with? -A. Ves. 
Q. Was it as thick as my wriſt -A. No; about as chick as 


my little A. 
qa. Was 


* 
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1 
Q. Was the fine no more than four pence A. I am not certain. 


A. I do not know; I believe it might. 


Q. Now do, Mr. Davis, recollect again; was it not ſix and 


3 E cightpence ?—A. believe it was. | 
Ar. Knocolys. Q. Was not the reaſon you gave to the Court, 
laſt Monday, for withdrawing that proſecution, that you would 
£1 proſecute the ringleader firſt ?—A. It was. TY | 5 
Court. Q. Are you one of the maſters that reſiſted the regula- 
tions, reſpecting the apprentices ?—A. Ves. : . 
Ar. Knowlys. Q. At one time you had five apprentices ? A. 
Les. "= | 7. Ne f | 
dai. Upon your oath, ſhould you have had ſo many apprentices, 
if you could have got journeymen ?—A. No, upon my oath, I 
WF ſhould not. LE P þ 
Mr. Howell. Q. Were you driven to take theſe apprentices, be- 


cauſe the journeymen refuſed to work ?—A. Yes. 


Q. Did you take them at the time ?—A. Yes. 

Q. How many ?—A. Three. * N 
. Were any one of theſe taken during the month allowed for 
negotiation ? A. They were all in the houſe before. 5 

Q. Was any one aſſigned to you from any other perſon 2—A. 
I am not quite clear whether the articles of one were figned, but 


Q. Pray, Mr. Davis, recollect ; was it not three and fourpence? 


they were all taken before that ; my men ſtruck long before the 


general conſpiracy ; the conſpiracy. began in my houſe. 

Q. Did you take any one apprentice after the meeting at the 
York Hotel, when it was agreed by the maſters, that you ſhould 
take no more apprentices during the month ?—A. It was not ſo 
agreed that I know of; it was agreed, that we ſhould take no 
more than we had (18). 3 


G. Was not the articles of this one boy figned during that 


month ?—A. I am not certain (19). 


Mr. Knowlys. G. You had received them into the houſe before 


the meeting ?—A. Yes (20). 2 
CHARLES BALDWIN ſworn.—Examined by Mr. Jackſon. G. 
Mr. Baldwin what are you ?—A. I am a maſter printer in Union 


meeting at the York Hotel, on the 10th of Marc. 


( 18) e That we should take no more *(19) If Mr. Davis would have taken the 


than we had!!!“ —Surely Mr. Davis had trouble to inspect the articles of the last 

enough,when itis in our power to enume- boy he had from Mr. Fenwick, he would 
rate the names, of about F3FTEEN appren- have found it was between the 1oth cf 

tices, of different descriptions, employed in March and the 7th of April; and this was 
his house at the same time, some of whom puns the month agreed upon. | 
paid out of their earnings, an enormous (20) The last boy was not in the house 
sum every week, so that they had gcarcely previous to the 1oth of March, ene and only 
a sufficieney left to find them in the common one of the two from Mr. Ferwick's was then 
necessaries of life, Bt with Mr. Davis. 


* 


Street Blackfriers, in partnerſhip with my father: I was at the 
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Q. Had your men ſtruck at that time —4. My men never 4 


firuck at all (21 


Q. At the York Hotel, had you any 0 ith Mr. 1 


Atkinſon ?—A. Ves; upon coming out of the room I. met Mr. 


Atkinſon, and I told him the difficulty I ſhould have in working | 
the-newſpaper that afternoon, for the men were not preſent ; li 
- ſaid, I ſuppoſe, in confequence of the agreement that had then 1 
been made, the men who had been before in my ſervice would 
to it; I ſaid, 1 wanted a man of the name of 
ay, I had better give you a note (22); I ſaw | 
him go into the back coffee room and write it, he delivered it 
into my hands, and it contained, as nearly as 1 recollect, the 


return immediate] 


Young ; he ſaid, 


* 


Peer 


of one of his inen {bat afternoon. 


following words 


A. Who was the note directed to? -A. I am not confident Mf 


whether it was directed or not. 


Q. For whom did Mr. Atkinſon tell you it was intended z—\, 


| Mr. Young the preſſman. 


Q. Did you lend it to Mr. Young A. Yes. 


Q. And did Mr. Young come to work after I—A. In conſe- ; 


quence of it, immediately. 


Q. That note is not . our poſſeſſion ?—A. . 
— Mr. Voung was one of thoſe a 

—A. My men had 

I requ:fied them to work a form for Mr. Dav' is, 


Q. Do you know whet 
men 8 cg had ſtruck ? 
charged them ; 


not {truck, 1 ha 


whoſe men had left him, and they all refuſed, and therefore [ 


told them, if they would not do as 1 OC them, they: ſuould Z 


not work for 1 me (23). 


(21) Let the reader compare this short, 
but porite answer of Mr. Baldwin with 
the evidence of Mr. Thorne, who expressly 
Says, © it was one of those men who had 
a&uck, that he should return to bu-iness.” 


Me Baldwin says, „my men neyer «rick 


#t all- But to make the best excuse in « ur 
for Mr. Thorne, whom we would 
suppose not capable of willul misrepresen- 
ration, or of | premeditated perjury, we 
would imagine that he had been overcome 
by the persuasive eloquence of the silver- 
tongued Mr. Davis. 

(22) Itis a lamentable matter that Mr. 
Baldwin's memory (as to this part of the 


business) shou'd have failed him so much 
x he had been reminded we think he would 


hare recoliected, that when the meeting at 
the York Hotel was finished, that he, Mr. 
Baldwin, fetlowed Mr. Atkinson to the 
door and told him, he was much in want 
Mr. At- 
kinson replied, he supposed Mr. Baldwin 


knew where to send for Mr. W and 


Croſi - 


bad no abt but he would return imme⸗ 


diately on being acquainted with the agree- 
ment made that afternoon. Mr. Baldwin 


_ rejoined, the present moments were very 


precious, and believed if Mr. Athinson wor 4 
be kind enough, that a note signed by him 
would have an immediate good effect, aud 
if this was not done, he knew not how to 
get his evening paper done. In-consequence 
of this request, Mr. eter ri wrote as fol- 
tows : 
« Mr. Young, 
 « You are requested to go to Mr. Bald- 


win's this afternoon, business being amica- 


„ Your's, &c. 


bly settled. 
„ Edward Atkinson.“ 


(23) We believe, Mr. Baldwin, you had 


no fault to find with your men, but vou 
had promited the masters at your Jast meeting, 
that if your men would not go to work for 
Mr. Davis that you would discharge them. 
Not doubting your integrity, let us ask you 


this plain ques:icn, If a resolution of this 


kind had been en ered into by any body of 


diſ- 1 


. ß ot ante 
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| Croſs-examined by Mr. Knapp. G, Were you one of the com- 


1 


mittee of maſter printers ?—A. I Was. | 

G. Were you preſent at the. Globe Tavern at the meeting of 
the 14th of February ?—A. I cannot recollect the day. 3 
Q. Was it the day on which the maſters invited the journey- 


men to meet them A. I did meet the journeymen, and the pro- 
| poſition was made. | 1 


A. Was not 1 erfectly friendly between the 


| maſters and journeymen A. I do not recollect that. 


Q. Do you recollect the maſters, during the negociation, making 


| uſe of any expreſſions of this nature, upon the journeymen faying 


this:“ We hope, gentlemen, you do not mean to take any ad- 


vantage of us, on account of the part we have taken in the buſi- 
| neſs, with a view to bring about an amicable adjuſtment of the 


diſpute ;” in anſwer to which, the maſters, all of them, immedi- 


| ately Taid, “ No, 2 no means, we hope you do not think ſo; 


God forbid that we ſhould attempt it A. I do recollect that (24) 
d. Do you recollect this likewiſe : the maſters telling the jour- 
neymen, at the ſame time, that they were perfectly ſatisſied with 


their conduct, and were happy in having met with ſo reafonable 
a ſet of men; telling them, at the ſame time, they might depend 


"pail it they would be their friends ?—A. Not preciſely in thoſe 
words. 5 Fs. ** 
Q. To the effect then? -A. No, nor to the efſfedt. 
Q. Do you recolle& whether the negociation was not on foot 
even between the meeting at the Globe Tavern and the meeting” 
at the York Hotel —A.There was ſomething like a negoctation 
with Mr; Davis. 5 1 ER 2 
Q. And that was communicated to the committee -A. Yes. 
Q. And at a meeting at the York Hotel, ſome propoſitions 
were made? — A. Yes; I know it was generally underſtood, at 
the York Hotel, that no criminal notice ſhould” be taken of the 
defendants for what paſſed at the York Hotel. | | 
Q. Do you know whether their conduct, at the Vork Hotel, 
was not ſuch as induced you to believe that there were better 
hopes than even at the Globe ?—A. By no means; I did not un- 
derſtand it ſo. „ | | ary 


journeymen, would it not have been deemed ful body of retpeclable gentlemen: No, by no 


A MOST FOUL AND DANGEROUS CONSPIRACY? means, we hope you do not think so; God 
But these kind of things, With masters, are FORBID THAT WE SHOULD ATTENPT IT!!!” 
only promises, and as they are masters, per- Subsequent events have sufficiently proved 
haps, conformable to law. to ͤ us how much confidence we ought to 

(24) Let the reader aitentively consider place in the words and promises of some 
this question of Mr. Knapp, and when he master printers. Thanks be to God, all 
considers the answer, we think he must the gentlemen of the profession are nat o 
Shudder at the little credit attending the the same complexion. ; 


vord of those who are termed, a very ure» 


Q. Has 
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Q. Has there not been, fitice the meeting at the Vork Hotel, 
2 "4 21 ſought for ?—A. I have never attended any meet- 
ing hnce the meeting at the York Hotel. 
GEORGE WoODFALL ſworn.—Examined by Mr. Gurney. G. 
What are you ?—A. I am a maſter printer. | 70 
Q. Did your preſſmen ever ſtrike ?=A, They did. 
Q. In the City of London? — A. Yes. - 
A. When did they firſt ſtrike ?—A, The 7th of April. 
2 Did they ſtrike at any time previous to that? — A. They 
not. " | | 5 x 
Q. You were at the meeting at the York Hotel ?—A, I was, 
on the 10th of Maren. | „ EY 
Q. When your men firuck, was that-before or after the refuſal 
of the maſters to comply with their terms ?—A. I think it was 
after; the anſwer was on the 4th, and they ſtruck on the 7th. 
8. Did you lee any note, in your office, on the day on which 


i | | W or the day preceding? — A. No, I did not. 


roſs-examined by Mr. Raine. G. Did you, at any time, diſ- 
charge your men ?—A. Yes; I believe it might be ſome time in. 
G. There was a month agreed upon for a negociation between 
the maſters and the journeymen ?—A. There was a month, in 


which we were to give an anſwer to their propoſitions. 


Q. At the expiration of that month did you diſcharge your 
men ? A. No, they diſcharged themſelves me. 
. Did not you ſay, they might go about their buſineſs ?—A. 
No, certainly not; I am poſitive I did not. OP | 
8. In the preſence of a perſon of the name of Bennett, did not. 
you ſay, their time was now expired, and they were at liberty to 
go where they liked? —A. No, I did not. | ; = 
Q. Nothing of the ſort ?—A, No (25). „ 1 
Jokx BaRKER ſworn.—Examined by Mr. Knotolys. Q. What 


i are you?—A. I am a printer, No. 6, Old Bailey. 


A. Look at that paper, and tell me where you got it from? 
(One of the papers F by Mr. Atkinſon -A. This letter was 
brought to me by a perſon whom I do not know, to give to my 
men. „„ ok 

Q. In conſequence of that, did you deliver that paper to the 
preſſmem employed by you ?—A. No; it never was delivered to | 
them, I kept it in my own cuſtody ; I had before received a no- 


tice from Mr. Atkinſon for my men, which I did not deliver. 


(25) We believe; Mr. Woodfall, this was gagement, merely because you had pro- 
the kind of answer you gave your men, mised the society of master printers so to 
The month was certainly expired, and do. Mr. Baldwin, the reader recollects, 
they might use their own pleasure.“ Now had done the same. They continued the 
your men acted according to these princi- whole of the month agreed upon, and then 
ples, you positively discharged them be- left you completely clear of every demand; 
cause they would not go and work for Mr. and yet you say, they sTAUCK! 
Davis, with whom they had made no en- | | A 


( 38 ) 


Q. . Dia your men leave you ſoon after that 3 They did wot 
leave me in — of that, I did not deliver it to them. 
1 HENRY BRIER ſworn. —Examined by Mr. Knowlys. Q. What 
are you ?—A. I am foreman to Mr. Woodfall. 
di. Do you recollet Mr. Woodfall's journeymen leaving him? 
= —A. Yes ; on the 7th of April. 
: Q. Did you ſee any note that was ſent to the men that day "0 
A. be ; To 
SAMUEL GOSNELT ſors. —Examined by Mr. Jackſon. G. Mr. 
Goſnell, what are you ?—A. I am a maſter printer. 
d. Did your men ſtrike before the meeting at the York Hotel 
on the 1oth of March P—A. No; my men ſtruck - on the 10th'of 
April. 
= 8 Did you find any edlen from their leaving you bh. 
Les, very great; I was obliged to refuſe taking work, not being : 
able to get it done. | 
d. Do you know whether, in conſequence of the men's triking N 
at other offices, there was a great obſtruction to the trade in ge- 
neral?—A. Yes. 
F Q. Were you one of the maſters that. objected to the limitation 
of the number of apprentices ?—A. Yes (26). ! 
Jonx YarEs ſworn, —Eramined by Mr. Gurney. a. What are 
= you?—A. I am a journeyman printer, and preſſman; I worked 
with Mr. Goſnell. ; 
d. Do you know the defendants ?=A. Ves, all of them; ey 
are 1 men preſſmen. | 
Did you ever fee them at the houſe of Mr. Amory A. 
ves, the 1 in Clifford's Inn Paſſage. 
. Have you ſeen them altogether at that houſe ?—A. I believe. 
oy I cannot ſwear I have ſeen them there. | 
In the public tap room, or in a private room ?—A, In vari- 
3 parts of Ns houſe. | 
Q. You have a ſociety there of preſſmen A. Ves. | 
8. When did you leave Mr. Goſnell's employ?—A. I cannot 
fox exactly how Jong it is, I believe it might be inghe month of 
April. 
Q. How came you to leave Mr. Goſnell's employ TROY Mr. 
Goſnell diſcharged me firſt of all ; I underſtood it was agreed by 
the maſters and the journeymen, at the York Hotel, that the men 
were to go back to their employ for one month; and at the expi- 
ration of that time, matters not being ſettled, I left my maſter. 
Q. Did you ſee Mr. Atkinſon within a day or two before . 
| left Mr. Goſnell ? —A. No, I received a note. | 
2. From whom did it come —A. 1 cannot ſay. 


wy 


(26) With what 8 of reason Mr. en that at the very time he a4 50 
Gosnell objected to the limitation of ap- object, he had three apprentices aud only two 


prentices, the reader may judge when he is Journeymien ! | 
| Be ate © G. What 


* 


E 


. What office does M. Atkinſon hold in that ſociety "W's 
Secretary, I believe, © 
G. Have you any doubt bout it A. No. ; 

Q. His name was figned to that note A. I believe it was, | 
bt T cannot fay. . I 

Q. Did you mention to Mr. Goſnell that you had had a letter 2 
e Les, I did. 
* Have you got that letter 2A. No. 

Have you 85 it !—A. Yes, I have. 

M.. Knapp, G. How have you loſt it I carried it about in 
my pocket and lof it; I did not take any care of it. | | 
42. Did you not give it to any body ?—A. No. | 

Q. Are you ſure it is not in your own room ?—A. I do not | 
believe it is. | 
G. You cannot tell whether it is in exiſtence or not ?—A, I 
cannot ſay, I have not looked for it. 
Mr. Knapp objected that it was not the beſt nme, the 
written document itſelf not being proved to be out of exiſtence. 
.. The Court were of opinion, that as the witneſs had ſworn that 
he always carried it about in his pocket, and Joſt it, it was to be 
preſumed that it was not in exiſtence. 

Mr. Gurney. Q. Look at that paper, are the contents of that 
ſimilar to the note you received yy I believe it is. 

Court. Q. Did you ever fee Mr. Atkinſon write ?—A. I have 
not a ſufficient 225 — of his hand writing to ſay whether it 
was his hand writing or not. | 

Mr. Gurney. Q. Did you ſee Mr. Atkinſon after you had 
left Mr. Goſnell ?—A. Frequently. | 
Q. How ſoon after you had lett Mr. Goſnell did you ſee him £4 
—A. I do not know exactly. | 

Q. Where did you fee him: A. I faw him at the Crown after- 
wards, acting in his uſual office as ſecretary. | 
„Q. Had you any converlation with him afterw ards 7A. Not | 
chat I recollect. 

'Q. Was any converſation held in his pn reſpecting the 
note ?—A. Not to my knowledge. 

Q. Do you recollect any conver ation with Mr. Atkinſon re- 
| fpecting the note ſent to the Printing-offices A. Not to nl 
knowledge. 

A. Did you leaveMr. Gofnell] in conſequence of the note you 
received ?—A. Ves; partly. 

Q. Did you ſtate to Mr. Goſnell why you left him ?—A, 
believe I did. 

- Q. Did you ſhew Mr. Goſnell the note OA: I did. 
Q. Did you leave Mr. Goſnell with any regret, or willingly ? ? 

e emen by Mr. Raine. Q. This ſociety at the Crown, is 
2 r Society, is it not ?=A, Ves. 
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6 
Court. Q. What do you mean by a Fans Society g. 
A beneſit ſociet 
Mr. Rame. Q Look at that. book ? —A. Theſe are the 8 2 | 

Mr. Gurney. Q. You lay this is a benefit ſociety | ?— A. Ves. 
Q. For the benefit of men who are out of employment, r 
X otherwiſe diſtreſſed. —A. Yes, T4 
b Q. Has it ever been licenſed ?—A. I do not know. | 
XZ AQ. How long have they been formed ?—A. I cannot 2 
g. Ho long have you been a mem of it PA. Some y cars, 
1 cannot ſay how long. . 

Q. Are you a member of it ?—A. Ves. 

Q. Are thele all the rules that there are rank All that I 
know of. 

Q. What did you call thoſe that did not enter into it A. Rats. 
= AQ. Is that publication of your ſociety (Sbetuing bim 2 
| paper.) | 
= Mr. Rame obj ected that it did not ariſe out of his. crols-ex. 
amination, which objection was over- ruled. 
Q. Have you ſeen that paper before? — A. I have ſeen ſuch a 


4 paper. 
. d. Where ?—A. There was one ſtuck up in Mr. Goſnell's office. 


. It purports to be printed by an order of the committee — 

A. That I do not know any thing about. 

di. Were you a member of the ſociety in 17 96 ?—A. Yes. 
. Where did you firſt fee it? -A. At Mr. Goſnell's office. 
Q. How many did you ſee?—A. Only one. 
Q. Look at that, and tell us if you do not helieve that 3 is the 

| very ſame that was fiuck up in Mr. Goſnell's office A. I do 

not know that it is the lame, it is one of the fame kind. - 
Q. Do you or not believe it is the ſame ?—A. I do not think 
it is the ſame. 

. Upon your oath do you not think it is the ſame —4. | os 


do not. * 


IIENRY MapckArr feoorn. Exel by Mr. N Q. 
What are you ?—A. I am a jonrneyman preſſman; I was em- 
ployed in Mr. Thorne's office in April laſt. 

Upon your oath for what reaſon did you leave his office ? — 
A. I was obli iged to leave him; he gave me warning. © 

A. Why | did he give you warning ?—A. He came to _ 
whole of the men, and aſked them fingly,— | 

Mr. Raine objected to the queſtion. . | 

Q, Did you communicate your reaſon to Mr. Atkinſon; or did 
you go to Mr. Atkinſon in conſequence of 1 it ?—A. I went' with 5 
few of my fellow-workmen. 

Q. What did you tell Mr. Atkinſon ?—A. I told pus I was 
out of employ, becauſe I would not go to ſerve one Mr. Davis. 

Q. Why would you not go to ſerve one Mr. Davis?—A. 1 
ſerved my time to Mr. Thorne, and afterwards went to Mr. Lane, 

in Leadenhall Street.; thoſe. were all the places I ever worked at, 
and I was not-experien ed and had a wile and two children, 
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(86) 


We bd it agreeable amongſt 
ther when out of work ; I had ſubſcribed for them. 
. Did Mr. Thorne ſend you to Mr. Atkinſon at any time ?— 


yy We went to work a ſecond time according to the agreement ; 
of the maſters, as well as the men, that if the affair was not ſet - 
pledged their words, | 


that they were to go, and I did go, as the maſter had behaved ſo 


tled between them, that the maſters had 


ungenteel to me at firſt. 


ſecond time, Mr. 1 
Q. Did he deſire you to go to any of the committee, and did 
| you. go?—A. Yes, in the courſe of that week. 


| make things agreeable, an 
liberty to return. 


4 


Did Mr. Thorne ſend you to the committee, or to Mr. N 
n to go?—A. After I had left him the 


Atkinſon, or defire 
orne ſent for me. 


_ 


G. Did you go, by the defire of Mr. Thorne, to Mr. Atkinſon, 
or the committee ?—A. Yes, he deſired me to go. 


Q. Who did you go to —4. 1 applied to Mr. Atkinſon, the | 


Tecretary. 
. What did you apply to him for, what did you aſk of him ? N 


A. I went to know if it was agreeable to return. 
Q. Agreeable to whom ?—A. To all that belong to that ſociety, 
A. To return where ?—A. — work for Mr. Thorne. 
Q. What anſwer did —_— 


a. What do you mean by WA at liberty to return, if Mr. 


Thorne would make things agreeable A. In N with 


our requeſt. I know no other reaſon. 


Q. What did you underſtand by his ſaying if Mr. Thorne | 


would make it agreeable ?—A. After we returned to Mr. Thorne, 
m_ to preſs upon us to return to Mr. Davis. 


Q. Did he ſay a word about your return to Mr. Davis ?—A. No. 


Q. Was there any converſation about apprentices at that time. 
A. Not that I heard. 
Q. What was the quarrel between the journeymen and the 


maſters ?—A. On account of Mr. Davis taking ſo many appren- | 
tices; it was looked upon that the buſineſs, was over-run by | 


res: 
- A little before you left, Mr. horns, did vou receive any 

Pond from Mr. Atkinſon ?—A, I received a note. 

Q. Was that from Mr. Atkinſon A. I cannot ſay, it was 
made away with. 
3. Was it from Mr, Atkinſon kk: I cannot ſay. - | 
Q. Was it figned, Atkinſon, rd A. I canno ſay 
whether it was or was not. 

Q. Do you believe it was ?—A. Tt might be, I cannot wy. . 

_ ©. Did you converſe with Mr. Atkinſon afterwards about that 
note ?—A.” No. 
A. Who gave yon that note ?—A. It was 1 8 19 
anger to me, and given to me at the door. 


ad 
i p N 
2 


ourſelves to ſubſcribe for one ano. F 


ou ?—A. If Mr. Thorne would | 
dge his word, I might be at 


B.. 


Cl 


: f recollect. 


5 


a. Was it a journeyman preſſman?—A. I do not know, A 

Q. Do you mean to ſwear poſitively that you cannot tell where 
it came from ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Was Mr. Atkinſon” s name in the- note Jy I cannot 


Q. Will you 555 ear that you cannot recolle& ?—A. Ves. 
Q. Are you a member of the club? -A. I am. 
WiLLlaM CLIFTON ſeoorn —Examined by Mr. Gurney. Q. 


, q | What are you: -A. I am a Journeyman prefiman ; I worked for 


| Mr. Spilſbury, Snow Hill. 


Q. On what day did you leave Mr. ee 8 employ ?—A. I 


8 cannot recollect. 


a. Was it in the month of A pril —A. I cannot recollece. 
Q. Do you recollect an a being given by the maſters to 
the propoſitions of the journeymen ? A. Ves. 

Q. Did you receive a note ?—A. Yes. . | 

a. Who did you receive that note from? A. From 1 my fellow 
workmen. 

Q. What was the name of that fellow workman —4. I re- 
ceived a note from Mr. Atkinſon. 

Q. Have you got that note? -A. No. | 

a. What is become of it ?—A. I do not know, I 3 not cri. 

. Are you ſure you have not got it? — A. Ves. 5 

' Q. Quite ſure ?—A. Yes; I have Joſt it. 

QA. Are you quite ſure you have loſt it ?—A. Ves. 

Q. Did Mr. Atkinſon give you a note himſelf-?—A, Yes. 

Q. Did he ſay any thing to you when he gaye you the note?— - 
* 1 do not — 

. Bruſh up your recollection A. I cannot ſay. 

a. Now do recolle& ; never mind your hat? {The witneſs af | 
this time playing with, and turning, bis bat on his band, A. No, 
I do not remember. | 

a. What did you do in conſequence of that note? A. left, in 
conſequence of the agreement between the Journeymen and the 
maſters. 

Q. When you were about leaving, had you any converſation | 
with Mr. Spilſbury ?—A, Yes. | | | 

Q. In >. rt 4 of that converſation, did' you go to Mr. 
Atkinſon ?—A. No; I ſaw. ſeveral of my fellow workmen, but 
do not know their names ; they were preſſinen, and belonged to 
the Benefit 33 | 

Q- Was Mr. Warwick one ?—A. No. 

Q- Was Mr, Lynham one ?—A. No, 


- 


6 Wm Br. Turk one>—A&. Ne: 


Q. Mr. Atkinſon one ?—A.. No. 
Q. Mr. Ball? —A. No. | | "460g 


2 Did you go to the Crown 4. No. 


Q. Did Mr, Atkinſon call won you at Mr. Spilbury s office? 
8 | A. Yes; 
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A. "oh ; he told me, that the negociation between the maſter 


yo the men was at an end. 8 a 
Was that the time he gave you the note ?—A. Ves. =; 
8. Have you ever ſeen him write ?—A, I may have ſeen lim | = 
write two or three times, at a diſtance, at our Benefit Societ 4 
Q. What office does he hold in that Society ?—A. As vw» [ fen 
Q. Was that note ſigned with his name — A. I believe his 
name was mentioned in it, but I cannot ſay whereabout. } he 
Q. Look at that note, and tell me if you believe it to be his 
writing ?—A. I cannot ſay that I mould know my own hand- i © 
writing, I cannot read two words of it, it was to let me know 
that the negociation was at an end. wy 
. Did you tell Mr. Spilſbury You had ſeen Mr. os — 
A. No. 

Q. Did you tell him you had been to the committee N No, | T] 

WILLIAM SPILSBURY n. Examined by Mr. Jackſon. Q. 

Mr. Spilſbury, what are you ?—A. I ama maſter printer; I was | = 
at the meeting at the York Hotel : : my men left me on the 7th of : 6 
April. : 

803 Was that after the maſters had returned their anſwer MA, ye 

. 3 

Q. Was Mr. Clifton one of your men ?—A, Ves; he ſiruck | 1. 
with two others ; 1 call it firiking, becauſe he left me without = 
Notice. | : 

a. Did you ſee, in the courſe of that day, Mr. Clifton and Mr. . 
Atkinſon Sue ? —A. I cannot ſay that I faw them together, M___ 
Hut Mr. Atkinfon called at my office, and aſked for him; f called 
him, but did not ſee them wane; ; the men ſtruck that very ty! 
_— , by 
5 0 you know of: any” note being left at your office ?—A, 
Nat to m ee ah * 

Q. Did your tr ſuffer any obſtrudtion from it ?—A, Yes; 

a great, for a conſiderable time ſince. W 11 

G. Do you know whether the trade in general has been ob- Fx. 
frudted from this Ing A. From what I can learn, it has 

much. | 
Mr. Raine. Q. This was aſter the month which had been 5 
allowed for negociation ?—A. Yes. 

DzeopaTus Brs ſworn.—Examined by _ Knowlys. a. Mr. ( 
Bye, what are you ?—A. I am a „e b journeymen preſſ- on 
men left me on Eaſter T 17 aſt ſomew 1ere about the-10th hed 
of A ril. +2 tha 
| a. In conſequence of that, was your buſineſs individually pre- ne 
judiced ?—A. Very much ſo. 85 

Q. How long did your buſineſs continue deſerted -by your 4 
men ?—A. Till about a week previous to Whitſun holidays. det 

Q. How have you been able to reſtore to yourſelf the power of WM." 
getting men?—A. My buſineſs preſſed me to much, I was ver; of 7 
| 20 comply with their requiſition. = 

Q. DOn 
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- Q; Yoon your oath, did you comply with their requeſt from 


a conviction of its propriety, 


ing your buſineſs 


without. | 
Croſs-examined by 


or from the impoſſibility of condu&- 
without ?—A, I could not conduct my buſineſs 


Mr. Hovell. G. Where any of the de- 
fendants in your employ at that time?—A. Yes, two of them (27). 


Q. The preſent defendants ?—A. No, none of theſe gentlemen 


here. 


. 


Q. Did you give your aſſent to the propoſitions relative to the 


out- dꝭor apprentices?— A. No, I did not. | | 
Q. I beg you to recollect yourſelf ?—A. I did not; I did not 
underſtand the propofals ; they were unintelligible to me.” | 


7 


Q. Are you ſure you underſtand me ?—A. Yes. 
Q. Were they ſent to you ?—A. Ves, in a very rough 
Q. Be ſo good as to look at that? (/hewing bim a 


manner. 
paper} A. 


That is my hand writing. As far as | underitood it, we agreed 


10th of March laſt, but I _— did not comprehend what they 
meant; J agreed to it, but I did not think it reaſonable (28). 


Mr. Knowlys. 


Q. Did you expreſs any conſent to this, till 


you were in abſolute want of men to carry on your bufineſs ?—A. 


= By no means whatever. 


MaTTHEw BRrRowN ſworn. 


Examined by Mr. Jackſon. &. 


Mr. Brown, what are you ?—A. I am a maſter printer; my men 


Q. That was after 
—A. Yes. | 


did not ſtrike till the 7th of April; they left me without notice. 
the anſwer of the maſters had been given? 


Q. Do you know if an letter came to your houſe ?=A. No; 


1 cannot ſpeak to that, I have every reaſon to believe there did, 
but I cannot ſwear to it. 


Q. Did you receive any injury in your trade from it ?=A, 


Yes; I do at this moment. 


Te we penn by Mr. Raine. 


March, a month was agreed upon for the maſter's anſwer 2A. 


Yes. 


Q. And your men did not quit 
expired -A. No, they did not. 


(27) Surely Mr. B. was not upon his guard 
on this occasion 3 but NEMO MORTALIUM 


F OMNIBUS HORIS SAPIT. He here says that 


TWo of the defendants were in his employ at 
that very time; but, on asking the very 
next question, he declares that NEITHER of 
the five indicted men were in his service ! 
(28). Surely no person of common un- 
derstanding would imagine from the evi- 


Hence given by Mr. Bre, that a SAGE 


ME MASTER PRINTER kad been here 


speaking. Reader! do you think that a 


understand me go 


Q. I believe, after the 10th of 


your ſervice till that month was 


\ 


man whose whole business has been, fora 


great number of years to read books, (at 


least those which he has been employed to 


print,) and whom we would charitably 
suppose possessed of a greater share of 
knowledge than the generality of men, 
could possibly commit so STUPID A u- 


DER, as to aeree to a Set of proposals of 


to the propoſals delivered by the preflmen to the maſters, on the 


7 


which he courd Nor COMPREHEND: the 


meaning! Well might the learned Coun- 
sel archly, ask him, * Are you sure you 
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all the zeal and all the ability that this Court could produce; and 


_ caule, has a little outſtepped his uſual outgoings, in his opening of 
_ this caſe. Gentlemen, I have attended this Court a ſeries of years, 
learned friend, or any one in his place, a ſpeech more inflated 


dreſs twelve gentlemen, ſelected in the uſual way, who have lent 


that he repreſents a body of uſeful and reſpectable gentlemen, 
the riches they 


cauſe, he has thought fit to ſtate to you that which I confeſs | 


friend, when [ ſay it is unuſual, when I iayit is a fort of argument, 


- in the cauſe, with the aſſiſtance of the zeal that he has diſplayed, 
| and obſervations that do not belong to the cauſe, to bring you to 
that conclufion, which I undertake to ſay you cannot come to 


. ſw) 
Mr. . May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, Gentlemen of the 
Jury. At this late hour of the day, it falls to my lot to addreſs | 
you upon the preſent occaſion, in behalf of thoſe defendants, who | 
are called in this indictment, and who are proved to be, journey- | 
men prefimen. 1 5 | : 2 
Gentlemen, this cauſe has been uſhered to your notice, with 


give me leave to ſay, the learned Gentleman who opened this | 


and do aſſure you, upon my honour, I never heard from my 


with zeal borrowed trom his clients, than the one with which he | 
introduced the preſent cauſe. But I have the happineſs to ad- 


their attention to every circumſtance that has been given in evi- 
dence, and given it all the confideration that they were called upon 
to do; and therefore, upon that circumſtance alone it is, that | 
teel myſelf confident in the event of the conflict which is now be- 
fore you, that it will be fortunate to the preſent defendants. 
Gentlemen, my learned friend ſet out with ſtating to you, 
whoſe zeal for the public intereſt is, perhaps, only exceeded by 
; flets. Gentlemen, in what character do I appcar | 
before you? | repreſent a body of honourable and uſeful me- 
chanics, who have a right to a * of juſtice at your hands, 
and I am ſure you will give every effect to the evidence that you 
can, in their favour. | | „ | 
Gentlemen, my learned friend has not conducted himſelf as he 
'uſually does in other cafes, with obſerving upon the ſort of con- 
ſpiracy itated upon this record; but, I ſuppoſe, in order to in- 
flame your minds, to lead you away from the true point in the 


never before heard ttated in a Court of Juſtice, that conſpiracies 
of a nature like the preſent, have been examined over and over 
again, aud fitted to the bottom for twenty years laſt paſt, in this 
Court and others. Gentlemen, do I deal hardly with my learned 


that he ſhould not have uſed upon this occaſion, he having intro- 
duced to your notice, that which does not belong to the cauſe; 
becauſe he hopes, from the weakneſs, I ſuppoſe, of the evidence 


after the obſervations that I ſhall make. | . 
Gentlemen, my learned friend ſets out with ſtating to you, 

that this, which is called a Friendly Society, has other objects 
in view, and he would inſinuate, though he nas not _— 
* | FEE ; that, 


, 
4 
yi 3 SE 
l "*f- SS TS 
o =P Y . "Sr y 75 * * a * a> 
ne n A 
e e 
1 1 AMS Tax 
r Wy 
Won FS 


. 64 


mat, from the evidence that has been given, you muſt come to 


XZ tbe concluſion, that they had no other object, but that of di- 
treſſing their maſters, and — the trade. Gentlemen, is 
induſtrious men, who have 


that fair argument againſt honeſt an 


— 
- 


E deſerved well of their maſters ; for that is the character given by 


his own maſter of one of them, and which I have no doubt they 


all poſſeſs Gentlemen, have you lived in this great metropolis - 


* 


long enough to be totally ignorant, or have you lived long 
enough to know what the __—_ of a Friendly Society are, and | 


that it is a you benefit to a claſs of poor mechanics, who have loft 
their bread, 


and who have nothing todepend upon but their brother 
workmen, who are earning, by the ſweat of their brow, a ſmall 
© WW pittance for their families. Have you not learned, that that is 


a laudable undertaking ; it is for the advantage of the lower order 


of mechanics, and if it is carried on for the purpoſes for which it 
was inſtituted, moſt undoubtedly nobody could complain of it. 

Gentlemen, I hold in my hand, the articles of this ſociety, 
and they are entitled, *“ Articles to be obſerved by the Society 
of Journeymen Preſſmen, held at the houſe of Mr. Amory, at 
the Crown, near St, Dunſtan's Church, Fleet Street; and then 


it proceeds to ſtate, in italicks, what is the purpoſe of their in- 


ſtitution; it ſays, A number of preſſmen having entered into a 


ſociety the better to ſupport the trade.” Now look a little, gen-. 
tlemen ; do you think this ſociety, which profeſſes to ſupport the 
trade, can have any idea of doing that which my learned friend. 


| would impute to them, that of deſtroying the trade; but here 
you ſee their inſtitution was for the purpole of better ſupporting 
the trade, “ and thoſe that are diſtreſſed.” Look at it, gentle- 
men, is it a wicked, or a criminal thing, to aſſiſt the diſtreſſed? 
And I am extremely happy to be able to ſtate the humanity of 
theſe perſons, that they have the opportunity and the inclination 


to aſſiſt their poor diſtreſſed brethren in trade. Then it goes on, 


that they thought it neceſſary to bind themſelves together under 
the articles thereto el Gentlemen, it does not belong 
to my practice to ſtate, at great length, to you, that which, per- 
haps, in the end, may not be very material, and therefore, Lwill 
nat purſue article by article, the contents of this book; not that 
I could have any objection, but it would be needleſs to take up 
your time. Now, Gentlemen, look at the infinuation that is 


caſt out; to ſupport the trade is the original purpoſe of the infti- 


tution, and yet my learned friend would have you believe they 


| mean the deſtruction of that trade upon which they live, upon 


which they feed, and by which they maintain their families. 


But, Gentlemen, I think, when you come to draw your conelu- 


| fions upon the ſubject, you will be of opinion, that thoſe who 
wiſh to live by a trade, will not affociate for its deſtruction. 


_ Gentlemen, my learned friend begins with the meeting 


at the York Hotel, as if nothing had happened before; Gentle- 


men, 
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mien were to settle this dispute amicably, 


5 To ) 


put by the learned Gentlemen, all three of them, anxious enough 


to call to their aſſiſtance both evidence that has been determined 


to be inadmiſſible, and that which has been admitted. Zeal, ſuch 


as I have ſeen to-day, I never before ſaw, eſpecially in a caſe MW 


where the puniſhment of the delinqueney is to be lo great, for 
this Court has the power of inflicting tine and imprifonment—- nay, 


I believe, has the power of ſubjeQting to the pillory thoſe men who | 
have been proved, by their own matters, to be ſkilful workmen, | 


and to have couducted themſelves honeſtly and laboriouſly. 

Now Gentlemen, before we come to the York Hotel, (for J 
take it up at a-date conſiderably antecedent to the time of that 
meeting,) had there been any diſpute in the trade ?—Oh, yes, 
there had.—Had there been any negociation ſet on foot betore 
that meeting: — Oh, yes, there had, at the Globe.—tlad there 


been any meeting before that?—Oh, yes, there had.—Why then 
let us look a little at the conduct of the maſters, aud of the Jour- 


neymen.— Here are letters paſs (29), a correſpondence takes 


place. 


ſerring with the press men till the dispute with 
him was settled. In consequence of which, 
Mr. Atkinson received the fullowing note : 

* Mr. Davis informs Mr, Atkinson, that 


(29) To prove how anxious the press- 


we desire the reader's serious attention to 
the following fats: —The hand bill, dated 


February 21, 1798, (see pp. 23 and 24.) not 
having the effect intended, Mr. Atkinson 
waited upon the committee of masters, and 
presented the following note : | 
« Gentlemen, | 


It having been in'imated by Mr. Gos- 


nell, that the pressmen were expected by 
you at the Globe Tavern, last Wednesday 


evening, I think it my duty to sax, that not 


having receivedany intimation to that pur- 
part, cannot account for such expectation ; 


N but must beg to add, that whenever it may 


de the desire of the master printers, the 
pressmen will gladly and readily attend 


them ata few hours notice given to, 


„Gentlemen, 
% Your very humble servant, 
& Euward Atkinson.“ 
To which he received tie following an- 
Swer: 


The committee inform Mr. Atkin- 


sen, that the master printers will be ready 
to receive any propositions from the press- 
men, when their present combined opposi- 
tion to Mr. Davis is withdrawn. 4 
*York Hotel, March 1, 1798.” 
Several interviews shortly after this took 
phace between Mr. Davis and Mr. Atkin- 
son, when the latter finding it not likely to 
adſust the dispute in any amicable manner, 
hinted to Mr. Davis the probability of 
coming to a better understanding it the ho- 


dy of masters would lay aside the resolution 
they Rad entered into 0*, not again con- 


# 
$ 


pointed; when the subject in dispute 


cerning the proposed limitation of appren- 


a few master printers will meet, at the York 
Hotel, to-morraw morning precisely at half 


after ten o'clock, and be ready to attend to 


any conciliatory propositions the pressmeu 
may have to offer. 
Chancery Lane, March 9, 1798.“ 
In consequence of this note, they (the 
pressmen) attended at the time ap- 


being entered upon, each party -in the 
most positive, as well as open and cau- 
did, manner. disclaimed any idea of taking 
advantage of each other; after which, the 
(Mr. Davis himself in the chair !) what 
they had to propose? Replied, they had 
flattered themselves something would have 
been advanced by the masters; when they 
received for answer, that the masters had 
maturely considered the case and could not 
See any one part of the men's request con- 


tices, founded either in justice or policy; 


and they put this question, Had not Lon- 


don a right to supply itself with workmen 
as far as in its power lay?” They admitted, 
there probably was, at that time many men 
out of employ, but which, they said, was 


eccasioned by a number of them coming | 
from the country where they had Served | 


apprenticeships;“ and asked, Why the 
journeymen did not prevent those from 
working who came from the country?” 
Saying, „they (the masters) could _ 

Ee thing 
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Jouurneymen, on being asked by the masters, 


* . ä 
lace. The defendant, Mr. Atkinſon, acted as ſecretary to this 
Friendly Society, which was a mere benefit ſociety, and a Jauda- 
ble inſtitution, aud they themſelves think fit to apply to their 


maſters, and their maſters afterwards ſend to them, giving them 


: reaſon to expect and hope every thing from them, and defiring 


that a perſon from their committee, (which the maſters knew ha 
been inſtituted many years before,) might meet themſelves to 
take into confideration—what ?—The ſubſect matter of this con- 


thing without the assistance of the journey- 
men, not that they wished to take notice of 


the countrymen then in town, but to remedy. 


the evil in future.“ The men replied, ** They 
thought it very hard, that a man who had 
served a regular apprentieeship in the coun- 


try. where he was liable to every regulation 


and under the dominion and protection of 
the same government, should be deprived of 


the means of gaining his livelihood in Lon- 


don, merely because he served his time in 
the country, but if the masters had any 
thing to propose to prevent, in a legal 
manner, the country masters taking so ma- 
ny appren'ices, they (the pressmen) had 
no objection to assist in carrying it into ef- 
fe ;" but the masters declared their inabi- 
lity of doing any thing that would be of ser- 
vice.— It was then stated,“ That Mr. Da- 
vis (the president) had taken a boy for five 
years, upon articles, which was thought 


contrary to the rules cf the city; — Mr. 


Davis answered, © This boy had served 
two years to Mr. Hughs, printer to the 
House of Commons, after which he had 
been two vears from the business, he there- 
fore only allowed him the two years he 
had served.“ It was replied, © The boy 


had been regularly bound to Mr. Hughs, 
but, in consequence of his very bad condut 


(theft) in his office, he was under the ne- 
cessity of cancelling his indentures, whichde- 


termined his service under the indenture, and 


that if Mr. Davis took him in that manner. 
where was the punishment to the boy?” 
Upon which Mr. Nichols (a master) said, 
* If it had been his case, he would have had 


the boy bound for seven vears.” The 


greatest part of the masters present (twelve 
in number) agreed with Mr. Nj hols; in 
consequence of which, Mr. Davis said, 
Well, it it be the opinion of the gemle- 
men present that that should be the mode, 
I have no obje*tion.''— The men were then 


asked, if they had any thing to offer, which 


they thought would lead to a reconciliation; 
when they gave in the heads of a few 


_ things, and hinted, they wis'1ed for some 


redress, but, at the same time, positively 


declared to the masters, they did not give 


\ 


Api 


ipiracy 


them in as revolutions to be ingis!ed upon by 
them, or to be abided by on the part of the 
masters, but that they presented them at 
the request of the masters for their consi- 
deration, and would be happy to meet them 
again at any time, to receive their opinion. 
— The masters still abiding by their resolu- 
tion of taking what number of appremiices' 
they thought proper, asked the men if they 
had any objection to Mr. Morgan, actuary 
to the Assurance Office, Bla-kfriers, (an 
eminent calculator, as they termed him,) 
who would inform them what number of 
boys ought to be taken in proportion to the 
number of men employed; to which, the 
men replied, they had no doubt of Mr 


_ Morgan's abilities, but experience had 
taught them too much to need the assistance 


of any calculator.—Nothing occurring, 
which tended to an amicable adjustment, 
the men were desired to withdraw for a 
short time, which they did, and on being 
called in again, they had a copy of the 


_ following paper, delivered to them by the 


masters: 8 
« The committee are of opinion, thas 
rome of the proportions are reazonable, . 


and will, in the curse of one month at 


farthest, take the whole intotheir considera- 
tion, and give the det. rmination. of the 


trade, answering them; but it is expected 


that the pressmen will, as a preliminary, 
return to work. T this be acceded to, the 
masters agree to take no apprentices, previous to 
their annver—all those journeymen and ap- 
prentices, employed duriag the present dis- 
pute, shall be permitted to work without 
anv interruption whatever.” 7 . 
This propoſal being properly conſider- 
ed, the men aſked, if a fortnigbt would 
not be long enough. Some of the 
maſters ſeemed to think, there <vas a 
wiſh in the men to refard the monthly. 
publications; the men, immediately dife 
claimed any idea of the kind, ſaying, 
they only <viſbed to aihjuſt the 85 as 
ſeon as pellible, aun get rid of the buſts ; 
"gfe and, as a proof of their readinef; 
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ſt [4 fame. terms," -thongh univerſally con- 
wi denned by the committee of maſters, at 
ble York Hotel, on the 10th of March, 


phe ons 
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as ey; Oh, ſay they, but you call them delegates. Why, 


tlemen, what magic is there in the word delegates? the 
maſters defiring that a delegation from their journeymen might 


attend them to take into conſideration the diſpute between them, 


and ſee whether. it could be amicably adjuſted. 

+ Now let us look what has been the conduct of theſe men, and 
ſee whether they have been inclined to rip up, by the roots, that 
trade in which they are engaged. Why then, at the Globe 


to come ta an adjafement, they agreed 


to the propoſet of the majters, for tbe 
month. And it was further rndorftood, 
that' in the courſe of tha? time, the 

afters world do ſometbing conſonant 
% the evifhes of the men ; and, unleſs 
they did, every thing ſboul remain at 


the end of the month, exatly in the 


Same flate it cas at that very moment 


wm which they wers | negociating ; 


TO WHICH THE MASTERS IMME- 
DIATELY ASSENTED, AND UNE- 
QUIVOCALLY EXPRESSED THEIR 
SATISFACTION AT THE BUSINESS 
BEING IN SO FAIR A TRAIN, 
THAT THE MEN IN GENERAL, 
AND ESPECIALLY THE DEFEND= 
ANTS, (WHO WERE PRESENT,J 


SEOULD ALWAYS FIND FRIENDS. 


IN THEM, AND THAT, SO FAR 
FROM ENTERTAINING ANY RE- 
SENTMENT AGAINST ANY PAHT 
OF THE CONDUCT OF THE D- 
FENDANTS, THEY. _ RATHER 
ESTEEMED THEM THE MORE, 
FOR THE FAIR ND UPRIGHT 
MANNER IN WHICH THEY HAD 
CONDUCTED THEIR PART OF THE 
BUSINESS, AS TO THE DISPUTE. 
— And 


ment was not strictly fulfilled on the part 
of rhe journeymen? But, as a proofof what 
confidence the men could place in the pro- 
mise made by the masters at the Globe Ta- 
vern, That they would pledge their words 
not to overstock the business with appren- 
tices ;” as à proof how far the men might 


rely upon their WORD and HONOUR, 


which they pledged at the York Hotel ; 
Mr.-Dawvis not. only took another ap- 
prentice during this month of accommo- 
tation, but htkexwife continued the boy 
(diſcharged by Mr. Hughbs).. on the 


_ apprentices: “ With r 


now let us ask the coummit- . 
tee of masters, if every part of this agree- 


meeting, 


The first (and only} notice taken by the 
masters, after the toth of March, was an 
olticial leiter, $'gned © By order of the 
Committee, T. Bengley, Sec.” ** Fourth 
of April, 1798,” in which the following is 
all that is said concerning a limitation of 
to the propo- 
sition requiring a limitation of the number 
of apprentices, the masters assure the 
pressen, that they are aQtuated by senti- 
ments too friendly towards them and by 


motives too upright to the apprentices they 


take, to bind a number. bearing the least 
tendency to overstock the business; as a 
proof, the masters refer to their past con- 


duct, as ev inced by the present state of tine 


trade, in which the proposition of journey- 
men brought up in London, is not great - 
er, perhaps, than one to six of those bred 
in the country. The London masters can- 
not, therefore, see with what propriety the 
present restriction is proposed to them. 
The remedy sheuld de sought where the 
evil, if any exist. originated,” | 


This extract is well calculated to mislead 


a stranger, but when the reader considers 


what faith we could put in promises, from 
their past conduct, we think it will not be 
surprising that cunſidence could not be 


pla ed in this. | 


On the subsequent day the men gent the 
following answer : . 
| « CGernt!emen, | 

* The pressmen were in hopes, from the 
length of time vou have taken and the 


promises you made, when last they has 


the honour of meeting you, the busmess 
would have been more amicably adjusted; 
nor can. they help saying, vour answer 
tends to no regulation respecting appren- 
tices (the origin of the present dispute); 


and, unless your body come to some regu- 


lation on that head, the pressmen consider 
the negociation at an end. | 
„By order. Yours, | 
. 5 Edward Atkinson.“ 
The business being in this state, those 
who met, the masters thought it their duty, 
to prevent, as far as in their power, the 


- Journeymen commit ing any mistake to 


the injury of themselves and their em- 
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meeting, you have it come out, that there was | 
ing between the maſters and the journeymen ; that the 


- 


an enmity ſubfiſt-. 
went 


before the Grand Jury at the next Seſſions to prefer a bill of in- 
dictment for a confpiracy ; that they took up one with a warrant 
aud committed him to priſon, when there was no chance of his 
running away, - becauſe his family, and every thing that was dear. 
to him, remained here; the negociation was ſtill on foot, ano- 
ther meeting was defired by the maſters with the journeymen, 

which was held at the York Hotel, and there, though not in 
terms, yet in ſubſtance and effect, the ſame conduct was obſerved , 
as at the Globe.—Did the negociation ceaſe? It did not.—There 
were propoſitions ſubmitted, which the maſters muſt have thought 
reaſonable ; becauſe, no other man living, who has attended to 


the caſe, can think them unreaſonable; a month was 


iven to 


them to confider, and not till the expiration of that month do we 
hear of their taking it into confideration, or giving it an anſwer. 
During that month the men had returned to their work ; and it 
was underſtood, between the maſters and the men, that at the 
expiration of that-month, there thould be an end of the negocia-- 

tion; the maſters then conceived that they were, at that moment, 


at hbert 


to take up theſe deluded wretches; I ſay deluded 


wretches, becauſe they have deluded them, and made them the 


objects of proſecution. 


Gentlemen, with what demeanour, and in what terms, did the 


journeymen conduct themſelves in their different meetings during 


the negociation ?—Was it in terms of enmity, or rancour; were 
they inſolent to their maſters, or did they conduct themſelves as 
only wiſhing to have relief from what they conceived to be an in- 


ployers, they therefore sent the note (see 


employ, previ--us to the agreement at the 


York Hotel; and, still being anxious to 


have the business agreeably settled, sent 
the following lines to the masters* secre- 
taty: 5 ; 


« From ſeveral circumſlances . that. 


bade occurred ſince we laft bad the bo- 


nour to cbhait upon you, reſpecting the 


diſagreement concerning apprentices, 
tbere cuas no doubt in our minds, but 
that it is till continued through miſcon- 
ception between the parties principally 
concerned. Ibis being our preſent opi- 
nion, wwe flatter ourſelves that, if you 
would favour us with another inter- 
wo, matters might, in a very great 
meaſure, be brought to an amicable 
termmation, If it proves agreeable to 


grant the above requeſt, we ſball cuait 


your pleaſure, at ary time and place 


that you may think proper, by giving 4 


page 24,) to the men, who were out of Sex bours notice to, 


Gentlemen, Your's, &. | 
« Edward Atkinſon, ſec." 


The only notice taken of this request 


was, by causing warrants to be issued 
against eighteen journeymen, whom they 
must have indicted previously, and which, 
from several circumstances, it appears they 
had done pending the month allowed for 
settling the business.—-It was go contrived 
and ordered that three of them should be 


taken on a Saturday evening, evidently 


with a view of having an opportunity 
to satisfy their thirst for revenge, in 
imprisoning them. about forty-eight 
hours before they could possibly gire 
bail. They so far Succeeded as to take two, 
who gabe bail before the late lord mayor on 
the Monday, when the rest surrendered and 
were likewise admitted to bail, the court 
condemning the idea of taking men, in their 
situations, into confinement on a Saturday 
evening, as there was not the smallest ap- 
pearance'vf design to abscond. 

f | Jury, 
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n all the decency belonging to their character — 


Why then is this to be called a conſpiracy ? Here are invitations 
from the maſters to ſettle a diſpute that had been long ſubſiſting 
between them. — Will you not then ſuppoſe, that theſe men were 
to confider eee e at the beginning of the ne- 
goeiation; aud that, upon the faith implicitly obſerved between 
them, they were not to be brought into a Court of Juſtice. They 
bad, theniſelves, promiſed that no advantage ſhonld be taken of 
them, and that they would be their friends. Gentlemen, is this 
being their friends : Is it thus that they take no advantage of 
them ?—It ſeems to me, that you will all anſwer in a chorus with 
me, that the maſters have taken advantage of them ; they do not 
think it to their intereſt to liſten to them, and therefore they in- 
ſtitute a proſecution. Would any of you have expected, after 
what you have heard, that a proſecution would have been inſti— 
tuted atter ſo long a negociation ? I know what your anſwer will 


be from the attention you have given to the evidence. It ap- 
pears, upon the evidence, that theſe men have actually been en- 


deavouring to renew the negociation, after this proſecution was 
inſtituted tor this dark, this vile, this wicked conſpiracy, which 


had for its origin to root up the trade, and deſtroy every thing 


that is valuable in our commerce. 
Gentlemen, let us go along with the maſters a little further, 


and fee what their conduct is.—My learned friends, thought it 


neceſlary to put them upon their character iu the world, and _ 
1 


their wealth ; I am not at all difpolcd to. quarrel with their e 
racers, or with their wealth, but, in my turn, I put my client: 


upon their characters, —Gentlemen, within four days of the ter- 


mination of that negociation, they inſtitute a proſecution, after 
the negociation had been wiſhed to be continued on the part of 
the journeymen ; they would not hear any thing the journeymen 
had to ſay upon the jubject, but they think-fit to find a bilf on a 
Friday, and on the Saturday _ take up one of his Majeſty's 
peaceful ſubjects upon a Bench Warrant, and impriſon him till 


the Monday; and would have impriſoned the others, but, I be- 


lieve, the truth was, that they could not find them when they 
wanted them; and now they make a merit of letting them be out 
upon bail—Is peace then all they defire, or is there not a malig- 
nant ſpirit that ariſes in their minds? 3 | 
Gentlemen, my Lord, in the courſe of this trial, has hinted to 
my learned friend and me, that, with reſpect to the law of this 
caſe, there can be no doubt, becauſe he fays, which I admit, 


that, even perſons conſpiring among themſelves to do a lawful 


act, is an offence that the law is cognizant of; moſt undoubtedly, 


I admit the law, as I am bound to do, when it is laid down by 1a | 


eat an authority. But, Gentlemen, Ido not go upon the law 
of the ſubject, except as it accompanies the fact; and I ſay, iu 


order to conltitute this a conſpiracy, the thing itſelf in its origin 
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go aſtray; they woul 
commit thoſe fort of eee which would make them lia- 


19 | 
muſt be unlawful, and, that they muſt have had an intention to 
do thoſe overt acts, which it is ſtated they did; and if you can 
find that they originally intended to diſturb the whole trade, and 
ruin themſelves, it ſeems to me, you will be doing more injury 
to plain facts, than any Jury that ever fat in a Court of Juſtice 
have yet ventured to do. ; . 855 
Gentlemen, it may not be known to you, but it is well known 
to my learned friend who fits here, that, by the Charters of tile 
City of London, it any money is given to an apprentice to do the 
work of a journeyman, it will break up the indentures, and both 
maſter and apprentice ſhall be disfranchiſed. Gentlemen, ey 
will find that in an Act of Common Council, paſſed the eighth of 
Henry VIII. Now is that a reaſonable fort of ordinance, or is it 
not No money was to be paid to an apprentice—\V hy ?—Be- 
cauſe the City of London had for its object, to protect the trade 


in general, and it could not protect the journeymen while it al- 


lowed the maſters to pay the apprentices that which, if it was 


otherwiſe applied, would go into the pockets of the journeymen ; 


and therefore it ordained, that they ſhould not have wages, or if 
they had, it ſhould disfranchiſe the perſon apprenticing, aud the 
perſon apprenticed. In this caſe, you find that one of theſe gen- 
tlemen was not content with having four apprentices, but muſt 
extend the number to five, one in-doors and four out. You will 
ſee, Gentlemen, alſo, that, by. this ordinance of the City of 
London, they had another good object in view, they withed to 
ordain, that apprentices ſhould always be boarded with their maſ- 
ters, becauſe they ſhould be under the controul of their maſters 
otherwiſe, perſons of young and tender years would be liable to 
4 be liable to get into bad company, and 
ble to the pains of the law. | | 4 | 27% 
Now, Gentlemen, let us fee whether the mutual intereſts of the 


journeymen and the maſters go hand in hand, becauſe my learned 


friend fays, the maſter printers have nothing in view but the wel- 
fare, the good order, and the intereſts of the journeymen— 
their intereſts are inſeparable. Can you ſay their intereſts are in- 
ſeparable, when you ſee what they do, when the maſters are 
paying to apprentices, who work out of their houſe, -a oundage 
upon that work, which would otherwiſe, moſt undoubtedly, go to 
the journeymen ?—The more out-door apprentices they can get, 
the leſs journeymen they would want, and the poor claſs of men 
that I repreſent, would be obliged either to ſtarve, or ſeek ano- 
ther employment; therefore it was, that the journeymen, in a 
decent manner, thought proper to enter into a negociation with 
their maſters, upon the ſubject ; and that is the crime'tor which 
theſe men, honeſt in their line of life, are called upon here to au- 
fwer to day; for you to ſay, whether you will doom them to the 
horrors of the place oppoſite to me, or whether you will re 
them to their buſineſs, and their families. | 
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cout of your own mouths we wi 


* * 


offer I give to them. 


flumbers as ſurround you each night when you go to bed, you 


— þ (8) 
_ Gentlemen, it appears in evidence, that at their meeting, the 
words, criminal proſecution were mentioned; nothing of a cri- 


minal nature was to be purſued againſt them: „we will promiſe 


you not to inſtitute any criminal proſecution ;?” and then, like ſer- 
pents, we will turn round upon 1 and, as the ſeripture ſays, 
| convict you.“ 


Gentlemen, have I made fit obſervations upon this caſe ; if 1 


have, for God's fake, reſtore theſe men, that they may bring to 


a ſenſe of juſtice their maſters, and let them be put upon a foot- 
ing with journeymen of every other trade and e e of com- 
merce.— Gentlemen, I with it to be underſtood, that I caſt no 


imputation upon them; but we are all liable to miſtake ? and I ſay, 
the maſters, as a body, have been miſtaken in their conduct. 


Gentlemen, my learned friend has made this offer, if you will re- 
turn to your duty as you have hitherto conducted yourſelves, and 


ſubſeribe to the regulations which we have made, we will give up 


the proſecution. Now Gentlemen, let us ſee whether juſtice calls 


upon us fo to do; for if juſtice does not call upon us fo to do, [ 


am ſure you will not.— Firſt of all, is the defire of the journey- 
men reaſonable or not? Is it reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that 
1 who have, many of them, perhaps, entered into the 

y eſtate of matrimony, will ſubmit to give up a part of their 
profits to younger hands, while they look vpon their families, 
and ſay, we mult ſtarve. Do I look at humane, calm, diſpaflion- 
ate, well-judging, minds? Am I addrefling myſelf to Gentle- 
men who have been in a Jury-box in a Court of Juſtice before? 


Am I addrefling myſelf. to Gentlemen who feel no prejudice on 


either fide? Am 1 addrefling myſelf to Gentlemen who with, 
and ſeek for, nought but juſtice in every verdict they give; if I am 


doing fo, (and I have no reaſon to doubt it,) I am ture you will 


be of opinion, that if this is what the journeymen atk and defire, 


they deſire no more than any ſubject of his Majelty. has a 
right to petition, even his Majeſty himfelf, for; they, having 


_ toiled through the moſt laborious part of the butinefs, at a time 
of life, when many of them, perhaps may not have 
their fide, they atk tor that pittance which, ve, law, oug 


Ron on JI 
it not to 


be given to an panties, and which would otherwiſe go into 


their own pockets—ls that reaſonable, Gentlemen? I am now ap- 


pealing to your humanity, is it reafonable, or is it not? Now, 
Gentlemen, I will make them an offer if they will conſent to 
mit the number of apprentices, the men ſhall return to their 


work.—lt is quite beſide the 2 whether theſe men are 


ilty of a conſpiracy or not; but as offers are the faſhion, that 


Gentlemen, it does ſeem to me, after the obfervations that I have 
made, that your verdi&, if you give it for the proſecution, muſt 
be given upon this ground, that, going to bed with as peaceful 

Can 


2 5 


a an believe that theſe men intended to limit the number of ap- 
Eprentices by going through thick and thin, to make the maſters. 
do that which the proſecutors inſinuate. Gentlemen, I am ſure | 
that every part of this caſe that has been repeated before you, has 
been attended to by you, with that attention, that will do honour . 
to you ſo long as you live; but I will juſt read to you the lan- 
guage of the maſters at the Globe Tavern. The men ſay, ** Wwe. 
hope, gentlemen, you do not mean to take any advantage of us, 
Son account of the part we have taken in the buſineſs, with a view 
to bring about an amicable adjuſtment of the diſpute.” In an- 
ſwer to which the maſters ſay, © No, by no means; we hope you 
will not think ſo, God forbid that we ſhould attempt'it.” —Thus, . 
you ſee, making an appeal to our Maker, that they would not 
take any advantage of it, and yet a caſe of a criminal nature is 
brought before you for your confideration.—Gentlemen, they do 
not {top there, but the 53 on to tell them they are perfectly ſa- 
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isſied with their conduct, and were very happy in having met 


Poith ſo reaſonable a ſet of men; telling them at the ſame time, 
Wthat they might depend upon it they would be their friends; and 


Het, Gentlemen, they have done what I have deſcribed to you. 


X Gentlemen, I beg pardon for having detained'yon ſo long—L 
made ſuch obſervations as have occurred to me upon this caſe; . 


and it ſeems to me impoſhble, under the circumſtances of this 


1 caſe, for men, acting upon their oaths, to pronounce a verdict 


MR. RECORDER'S SUMMING UP OF THE EVIDENCE. . 


preſent defendants, by the law of this country, is a very heinous 


crime, and is properly ſo conſidered, becauſe the conſequences of 
it muſt be very fatal to ſociety ; nothing can be more fatal to ſo- 
Neiety; nothing can be more injurious to ſociety, than men meet- 


ing privately to do injury to large bodies of men, therefore it has 
at all times been conſidered, by the law of this country, as a very 


ſerious offence. In the preſent inſtance, it not only affects the 
peace of ſociety, but alſo the commerce of the country, and for 
that reaſon is puniſhed by very ſevere penalties. When, on the 


one hand therefore, you find the intereſts of ſociety affected by 


it, and on the other, ſevere penalties attached, it becomes a very 
ſerious caſe for the conſideration of a Jury. ä 
The learned Counſel has gone very much into the nature of the 


propoſitions made by the men to the maſters, and has given you 


to underſtand that they are good and wiſe 3 and that 
t 


they could not do wrong upon thoſe propoſitions. Now, the law 


is decidedly the reverſe of that, for, even if you believe that they _ 
united together to do a good and uſeful act, the mode which they 
take to execute their purpoſe, 8 by a conſpiracy, and that, in all 


1 9 + gi 
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Court. Gentlemen of the Jury. The charge imputed to the 


6 


the books, is held to be a confpiracy. You have had a ſpeech 
from the Counfet, as if he had been addreſſing the Houſe of Com- 
mons at the bar of that Houſe, upon the merits of the queſtion. 
J forbear at all to go into the 8 whether it is a fair or rea- th 
ſonable propoſition; aud as to the queſtion, whether it has been an 
improper proſecution, and brought from improper motives. It 
has been proved on all hands, that a great part of the journeymen 
have ſtruck; I therefore, do not think, that the proſecution 
brought by the maſters, is to be reprobated under theſe circum- 
ſtances; but I with you to try the cauſe with all the temper you 
can, neither taking a prejudice in favour of the maſters or of the 
men; while they conduct themſelves peaceably and with good 
order in ſociety, they are both valuable; journeymen are as - 
neceſſary to the public in trade as the maſters ; and therefore as 
long as they conduct themſelves with propriety on the one fide, 
and on the other, they deſerve to be reſpected; if they do not, 
but go the length of offending the laws, they muſt take the con- 
ſequence. The only queſtion is, whether theſe five men have 
offended the law in the way that I have ſtated, namely, that they 
have couſpired to injure and obſtruct the trade of their maſters. _ 
| In the firſt count 1s contained a ſpecial charge, which, I muſt 
* fay, the evidence does not prove; but, I think, the evidence does 


prove the general count; and if that is made out to your ſatiſ- 

faction, it will be an offence for which they are anſwerable. 

Gentlemen, I ſhall ſtate ſhortly the points to which your atten- 

tion ought to be directed. I think it appears by the evidence, 

that after the 7th of April, when the agreement was at an end, 

and they refuſed to come to terms, a great part of the men 

ſtruck; now, if they did ſtrike, that was certainly an act that 

tended to impoverith the trade; and if ſo, the next queſtion is, 
whether, in conſequence of any proceeding which took place by 
Akkinſon, or any of the defendants at the bar, that took place 

Which is ſtated upon the evidence; for, upon this indictment, , 
 ſippofing any one of them tp have ated in concert with the n. 
other, the crime is made out againſt them. You will likewiſe ſel; 
- conſider how far the defendants are equally implicated, and find At! 
your verdict accordingly. Atkinfon's writing has been proved, ſay 
and you have heard the evidence to ſupport the charge againſt of 
the others, but if you are not fatisfied as to the connection, you be 
well not find them guilty. Nou have been told that theſe people def 

have been acting as a benefit club; theſe men might have a benefit 
} club, but it does not at all follow, that purſuing that benefit ( 
l; club, they might not do the acts ſtated upon the indictment; po 
{ they may have taken the advantage of that meeting to apply it va. 
to other purpoſes, which are illegal, therefore it is for you to IM »* 
Collect from the whole of the evidence, whether theſe five perſons, bye 
who appear to be members of that club, did take that part which ¶ pi 
W is imputed to them; and if you think you can fairly draw that Ii *»« 

BY | „ | | concluſion, | | 


„ 
conclufion, you will find them guilty ; but if you are not ſatisfied, 
that there was that ſort of concert, and that in confequence of 
their recommendation the parties ſtruek, you will acquit them. 


d The Jury then pronounced their verdict (30) n GUILFF. | 


THE NAMES OF THE LONDON JURY. 


Thomas Selby, Foreman. John Salmon. 

| Thomas Barber. © Themas Ley. 
Samuel Mann. William Newcomb, 
George Miles. Robert Biggers. 


Villiam W. vodball. | 


; Px Dixon. FX . 
Richard Jones. 


ohn Townes. 


ES WHEN THE.. PRISONERS WERE BROUGHT INTO 


COURT, ON THE 26TH OF OCTOBER, TO RECEIVE 
SENTENCE, THEY PRESENTED THE FOLLOWING 
|. . AFFIDAVIT: _. A 3 | 2 


The KING on the Proſecution of Joxas Davis and others; 
againſt EDWARD ArRKINsON, JouxN TURK, LUKE 
BALL, NATHANAEL LyNHaM, and Joann WAR- 
WICK, for g Conſprracy. {XIE 05 


THE above named defendants, Edward Atkinſon, John Turk, Luke 
Ball, Nathanael Lynham, and John Warwick, each ſpeaking for him- 
ſelf, ſeverally make oath as follows: and firſt theſe defendants, Edward 
Atkinſon, John Turk, and John Warwick, for themſelves ſeverally 
ſay, that a diſpute having ariſen in the office of Mr. Jonas Davis, one 


of the proſecutors, reſpecting the number of apprentices which thould 


be taken by him: that in conſequence of a note which was ſent to the 
defendant Atkinſon, by Mr. Thomas Benſley, the ſecretary for me, 


(30) On this verdict we retired, in ex- 
pectaiion of being again called in to receive 
sentence, but had word sent that sentence 


was deferred till next Session; when again 


we went down, and reecived information 
that Sentence was again def. rred till the ad- 


Journed Session; bat again were disap- 


pointed, in consequence, as we were given 


to understand, of the indisposition of the 
| - G 2 


Recorder. At the next Session, which was 
on the 26th of October (almost four months 
from the time of trial}, we were called into 
Court, where what past is most ably and 
accurately given by a genileman who took 
down the'speeches of the Counsel. with a 
few remarks by ourselves, which could not 
possibly come within the knowledge of any 
other person. ' | 


ſociety 


— 


the offices in which theſe defendants were employed; and that ſeveral 


* 


( 52 ) 


ſociety of the Maſter Printers, requeſting “ that a few of the preſſmen 
would attend at the general meeting at the Globe Tavern, in Fleet Street, 
on the lach day of February laſt, on the ſubjet of the difpute at 
Mr. Davis's;” they theſe defendants, Edward Atkinſon, John Turk, 
_ ghd John Warwick, together with Joſeph Spragg and Richard Young, 
attended at the Globe in purſuance of ſuch requeſt of the tecretary for 
the maſter printers, with a view to ſettle ſuch diſpute, and for the 
purpoſe of coming to an amicable agreement with the maſters reſpecting 
the number of apprentices which ſhould be taken by each maſter, but 
at which meeting nothing ſatisfactory either to the maſters or to the 
men was then agreed upon; and the diſpute continuing in the office of | 
Mr. Davis, in conſequence of a note which was ſent by the ſaid 
Mr. Davis to the defendant Atkinſon, on the gth day of March laſt, 3 
informing him that a few maſter printers would meet at the York 


Hotel on the following morning, preciſely at half after ten o'clock, 
that they would be ready to attend to any conciliatory propoſitions the 


preſſmen might have to offer, when all theſe defendants attended accord- 


ingly; and the bufineſs which was the ſubject of the diſpute being 


entered upon, and theſe defendants hoping that the maſters would have | 
come forward with ſome propoſals for ſettling the diſpute in an, amicable Z 


manner; but which they declining to do, they, theſe defendants, at the 


requeſt of the maſters, ſubmitted to them certain propoſitions in writing 

for their conſideration, which they hoped would have put an end to the 
- diſpute; at the ſame time faying, that if they did not meet with the 
concurrence of the maſters, they, theſe defendants, requeſted they 
might be favoured with the ſentiments of the maſters upon the ſubject: 3 
and the maſters giving it as their opinion that ſome of the propoſitions 
fo delivered in by theſe defendants, at the requeſt of the maſters as 

- aforeſaid, were reaſonable, they promiſed, in the courſe of a month 


* 


r 
7 2 88 


from that time, to take the whole into their conſideration, and to give 5 


the determination of the trade concerning them: and theſe defendants, 
each ſpeaking for himſelf, ſeverally ſay, that at both the aforeſaid 
meetings the maſters expreſſed themſelves perfectly ſatisfied. with the | 
conduct of theſe defendants, as to the part they had taken in the buſi- 


Lge” de 


neſs, and they all of them promiſed not to take any adyantage of theſe 


defendants, on account of their having acted in the way they had done, : 
at the ſame time ſaying, © God forbid that we ſhould attempt it;“ and 


that they were happy in having met with ſo reaſonable a ſet. of men, 1 
ſaying at the ſame time, that theſe defendants might depend upon it | 
that they would be their friends: and theſe. defendants, each ſpeaking | 


for himlelf, ſeverally further ſay, that they had not the moſt diſtant idea 


that they were offending againſt the laws of their country; nor did they 
at all conceive that they would, hy the part which they took in the | 
buſineſs, have ſubjected themſelves to a proſecution for a conſpiracy ; # 
and that they, theſe defendants, entered into the buſineſs of the diſputc | 


with every diſpoſition in their power to ſerve the cauſe of the maſters as ; 
much as of the journeymen; and theſe defendants ſeverally further ſay, | 


that there is not now, nor has there been for a long time paſt, any want 
of journeymen preflimen, but, on the contrary, that a great number ot | 


further ſay, that no diſpute whatever reſpecting apprentices exiſted in 


| | ſuch journeymen are now out of employ, And theſe defendants ſeverally | 


| 
| 


N 
0 
3 2 1 a ne unn IF p * 


3 | lubfiſted between them. 


of the moſt reſpectable of the maſter. printers have expreſſed thetnſelyes 
perfectly ſatisfied with the propoſitions Which were delivered y theſe 
defendants to the committee of maſter printers, at their requeſt, as 
aforeſaid. And this defendant, Bdward Atkinfon, for himſelf further 


ſaith, he has a wife and two very young children, all depending upon 
his labour for their ſupport; and that he is at this time very lame with - 
a bad leg, occaſioned, as he verily believes, by the confinement- he has 
X ſuffered with the other defendants ſince the laſt July Seſſions; and which 
has obliged him to keep to his bed for more than nine weeks of his 
= confinement in Newgate : and theſe defendants, Luke Ball and John 


Warwick, for themſelves further ſeverally ſay, that they did not, ner 
did either of them know of the note being ſent by the defendant; Edward 


X Atkinſon, to the offices of any of the maſter printers on the month being 
| expired which had been mutually agreed: upon between the maſters and 


journeymen for adjuſting the difference Which . unfortunately: had 


| | - EDWARD ATKINSON. 
Sworn in open Court, Seſons Houſe, } JOHN TURK. ES, 
Old Baily, the 20th day of October C LUKE BALL. . 
1708. 909 NATHANAEL LYNHAM. . 
| | . JOHN WARWICK. 70 
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' PLEADINGS: OF COUNSEL IN MITIGATION OF PUNISHMENT. 


Mr. Knapp.—My Lord, The defendants at the bar, upon a former 
occaſion, entruſted their caſe to me and my learned friends, and they 
have again ſelected us upon the preſent occaſion ;' and therefore it 
now becomes my duty to addreſs ſuch fort of arguments and obſerva- 


tions to your lordſhip in their behalf as have occurred to me, in miti- 
gation of that ſentence the Court are now about to pronounce. . Theſe 


men, my Lord, appear. to ſtand in a peculiar ſituation in reſpect of the 
crime they have been convicted of: that peculiarity ariſing from the 
time which has elapſed between the ſeaſon of trial and the preſent 
period, when they are brought up to receive the Judgement of the 
Court. Almoſt in all caſes in\ this Court it happens, where the judge- 
ment of the Court is prayed for, it is given at the fame ſeſſions at which 
the trial has been had, when the circumſtances of the caſe and the 
conduct of the defendants are freſh upon the mind of the judge, but in 


| the preſent caſe your lordſhip is called upon for your judgement after a 


period of three months, when many, perhaps ſinall circumſtances in 
themſelves individually ſpeaking, may have flipped your recollection, 
though your lordſhip may be the moſt accurate taker of notes, (as cer- 
tainly without flattery may be attributed to your lordſhip) ; your Jord- 


ſhip may, I ſay, after ſuch a diſtance of time, have forgotten ſome cir- 


cumſtances, though probably of the utmoſt importance to the defendants. 
| The occaſion of the delay in giving judgement every one who. knows 
your lordſhip, and has witneſſed your adminiſtration of juſtice, muſt 
lament; but, my Lord, I lay in my claim to ſtate, that the indiſpoſition 


of your lordſhip was extremely unfortunate to the defendants, for the 


reaſons I haye before ſtated, * | 8 


M Ä/ Lord, before I introduce to your attention an affidavit, the con- o 
| tents of which I ſhall hereafter ſtate to your lordſhip, and in which 1 c: 
hall be aſſiſted by my learned friends, I will take the liberty of advert- x 
ing to the trial, and the evidence tiven thereon, well ſatisfied that ti 
nothing but the evidence given upon that occaſion, nothing that any f. 
man or ſet of men may ſtate to your lordſhip, will have any influence n 
upon you mind in the judgement you are called upon by the proſecutors 
Your lordſhip will find upon your notes, and if not upon your notes 


| te 
ö you will find it in a very accurate report of the trial, that the counſel for J 
| || the defendants were permitted to ſtate to the jury that this was a con- ff 
| |! fpiracy attended with circumſtances, which at leatt merited contiderable p 
[ mitigation of ſentence; that it was not that dark malignant conſpiracy te 
| that ſhuns the day-light, and but ſhews itſelf when it can be leaſt p 
| obſerved, but it was a conſpiracy (if it can be ſo defined) of which the 1! 
| }| maſters were perfectly acquainted with, and the ſubject matter of which, 
in the ſhape of a complaint, made by the defendants to the maſters they 4 
j acknowledged in part the propriety of, and the demeanor and conduct RF 
43 of the defendants they more than once applauded. The maſters at t! 
i different times agreed to meet to hear the chmplaints of their journey- 7 
men; they heard their complaints; they told them they thought them 

1 - reaſonable. Shall it be ſaid then, in a caſe where, from the nature of 


the crime and the perſevering vigilance and activity of the proſecutors, 
|! a heavy puniſhment may be expected to paſs upon the defendants, that 
i ſuch protecutors have only for their object the public good; who having 
promiſed not to proſecute have afterwards forfeited their word by doing 
D, at the firft opportunity which preſented itſelf ? Under ſuch circum- 
ſtances do ſuch proſecutors merit from the Court their utmoſt attention? 

| And when the ground of the defendants' complaint is attended to, 
| 

{ 
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„namely, that their maſters have of late taken more apprentices than they 
uſed to do, and by the charter of the city of London they ought; and 
when that complaint has been made known to their maſters by humble 
requeſts and decent deportment of their men, ſhall ſuch a proſecution” 
call from the Court a ſentence of impriſonment, which will hinder 

them from the excrcife of their trade, and deprive their families of their 
comfort and ſupport ; eſpecially when it is confidered that by the taking 
more apprentices than utual a large number of the journeymen neceſſarily 

will be out of. employ? Surely it appears then that much blame is im- 
putable to the maſters for their departing from the cuſtom of the trade, 
and it will require all the ability of long experience to perſuade your 
lordſhip that ſuch proſecutors come with ſuch fair views into Court as 

to induce you to pats a judgement with ſeverity upon theſe unfortunate 

# delinquents. „„ 535 | 
My Lord, theſe men have already lain in gaol three months, and I 

| hear it ftated that two years would not preſs too hard upon the defend- 

ants for ſuch a crime ; that only thews the ſpirit with which my learned 
friends inſtructions are given, and the improper motives with which the 

Zh proſecutors lay claim to the judgement of the Court. 

| I will now lay before your lordſhip an afhdavit, which ſcems to me 
abundantly ſafficient to entitle theſe men to the mercy of the Conrt 
| (giving due attention to the arguments before urged). Atkinſon has 
deen confined to his bed nearly the whole time of his impriſonment, all 
5 | | | | | 3 
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1 the offence of which they have been convicted. 


( 55 ) , Eh” 


; of them have wives and families, who will be rendered deftitute of | 
comfort and ſupport by a further impriſonment of the defendants. 


If your lordſhip upon the trial ſeemed to be of opinion that a diſtines . 


tion prevailed with reſpe& to the guilt of theſe perſons, and that Atkin- 
XZ ſon' was the perſon whom your lordſhip pointed out to the jury as the 
= moſt worthy their attention, that circumſtance I truſt your lordſhip will 
XV remember, and give it all the attention which it merits. - 

= My Lord, I have now finiſhed all the obſervations which have occurred 
to me to urge upon the preſent occaſion in favour of the defendants, and, 
I truſt, upon the whole it will appear to you not a conſpiracy of the 
ZZ flagrant nature repreſented, becauſe the maſters liſtened to their com- 
= plaiat, which is allowing it reaſonable, and indeed they admitted it ſo 
to be, defired a liſt of their grievances, told them they did not with to 
proceed criminally againſt them, and promiſed no criminal proſecution | 
ZE thould be inſtituted, and yet afterwards they broke their faith. 


As the Court are always anxious then to ſee that the proſecutors, 


3 aſking for juſtice, ſhall themſelves have done juſtly, I truſt the Court 
= will, under all the circumſtances, think a mild puniſhment adequate to 


| The Priſoner's Affidavit read. [See p- 81. 
Afr. Rainc. - My Lord, I am alſo counſel for the unhappy men at the 


1 5 bar, and I ſhall take the liberty of troubling you lordſhip with but 
very few obſervations in their behalf, becauſe | 
Y | anticipated every topic that can be urged with effect. I, however, hope 


Mr. Knapp has fully. 


your lordſhip will allow me to make a few obſervations, -principally 


| | arifing out of the affidavit which has juſt been read: but firſt I will take 


the liberty of calling your lordſhip's attention to the caſe upon which 


3 | theſe men have been convicted, for I am now to admit they have been 
convicted, of a confpiracy, However, as in all crimes known to the 


; 3 | law of England there are ſhades and gradations of guilt, ſo I may be 
permitted to ſtate that, of all offences againſt the law, the offence of a 
7 conſpiracy admits of greater ſhades and gradations, and requires more 


deliberation than any other offence we are acquainted with. 

My Lord, before judgement comes to be pronounced, it will be im- 
portant to attend to the caſe as a conſpiracy. What is it that appears 
upon this affidayit which is little more than the echo of your lordihipꝰs 
notes? that a miſunderftanding had taken place between the maſters and 
Journeymen printers; for the purpoſe of adjuſting this unhappy diffe- 


| rence, and for that alone, a meeting was appointed at the Globe Tavern, 
| a negociation took place, and theſe men were called upon to ſtate their 


grievances, with a view to have them amicably ſettled if poſſible ; they 
do ſtate that part of their complaint; it is diſtinctly admitted; fo it was 


proved, and admitted to be reatonable. From thence I am led to infer 
| that thoſe men, if they were as it were hatching a private conſpiracy, 


when they had it in contemplation to ſow the ſeeds of what the law calls 
conſpiracy, although they knew not at the time that they were engaged 


in any criminal proceeding, if they bad an idea they were in the proſe - 
cution of a harmleſs errand, invited, as. they were by their maſters, I - | 


am entitled to ſay this, that, although convicted as they are, your lord- 

ſhip is bound to pronounce the ſentence; yet that ſentence muſt be light 

and gentle, if you ſee theſe men have violated the law of their country, 
| . EY _ utterly 
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utterly ignorant at the time that they were offending againſt chat law. 


diſtant idra of violating the laws of their country, they had not the tu 


ment to the crime and guilt, the. Court will always look to this, Was the 


Court I am ſure, from every motive of humanity and juſtice, will be 


declare whether any advantage was to be taken of what paſſed at that 


in fa& the whole foundation of this charge of conſpiracy is laid at it. 


.- ſhould think of it.“ What is the meaning of that expreſtſion? The 


advantage of yon; God forbid we ſhould take advantage of this that 


„ 


rene 
9 
1 


n bots, 
- — — 


My Lord, allow me to complain (I think I hae a right to complain); ; 
after that poſitive aſſurance that no advantage ſhould be taken, when 
they bring them to trial; for the whole foundation of the charge is what. 


thecircumftances together ;) if you have reaſon to believe, or doubt, for a 


| but with confidence, for the moſt indulgent ſentence the Court can 
inflict upon the crime now to the Britiſh law by the name of 


5 Jordſhip's attention at the n of the alndavit: This — man, 


tw) 


It is ſworn upon this affidavit, that when they thus offended (for they -3 
are found by their country to have offended), they had not the mott 


Dighteſt expectation they could be charged with, ſtill leſs convicted of, 
a co: 1ſpiracy. Wu 
My Lord, I do not forget the rules and maxims of the law ſo far as fo 
to ſay, or pretend, that i ignorance will excuſe a crime; God forbid I n 
ſhould ;* I know it will not; but I am ſure in apportioning the puniſh- 


man aware of the extent of his guilt? If fair reaſons are given, that 
when theſe men were offendling (for being. convicted I muſt admit them 
to have offended) they knew not they were committing an offence, the 


inclined to extend towards them the utmoſt ſtretch of mercy which its 
duty will poſſibly allow. Your lordſhip will forgive me if I obſerve 

upon what paſſed at the meeting: when it took place (your lordſhip 
has it upon your notes, and yau have it ſworn upon this affidavit), 
fowards the clofe of the meeting the men called upon their maſters to 


meeting? The maſters, in my mind, much to their honour, did declare 
no advantage ſhould be taken. I am called upon to remind your lord- 
thip that a large body of the evidence ariſes out of that meeting, and 


When the maſters told them there ſhould be no advantage taken, fo 
ſtrong was the aſſurance that one of the maſters ſaid, © Gold forbid we 


meaning is, we ſhould be leſs, and worſe, than men; we ſhould be traitors ? 
to you and thoſe duties which we owe to our country, when we meet 
ſolely for the purpoſe of ſettling a difference, if we ſhould take an unfair 


might, by poſſibility, be twiſted into ſomething like an offence. 


took place at that meeting. I am not willing harſhly to arraign the 
conduct of any man. I do it with a view to exculpate, as far as Icon, 
theſe men from a deliberate purpoſe or meaning to conſpire againſt 
their maſters. The maſters who had taken this courſe, I think an im- 
prudent one, had not fulfilled tHeir engagement to the men: they have 
thought fit to take it, and the men are convicted ; but I will again take 
the liberty humbly to ſolicit your attention to this circumſtance. It you 
ſee, from the obſervations that have been made, and alſo from the affi- 
davit that has been read, (well I know you have attended to taking all 


moment, whether they were conſcious of - guilt when they were thus 
offending (for ſo-I am obliged to call it), I may aſk, not with timidity, 


contpiracy. 
My Lord, having ſtated ſo much, I will advert to what ſolicits your 


Who 


5 | 
XZ who ſtands charged with being the principal of the conſpiracy, ſtates 
upon his aftidavit that he is the hutband of a wife who has borne him 
two children; they look up to him, and him only, for their ſupport— 
When I ſay that, my Lord, I am aware I am not to be permitted to 
EZ urge in a Court of juſtice, that becauſe a man is poſſeſſed of ſuch pledges 
for his good behaviour, that he ſhall be perinitted to commit crimes with 
impunity ; but if there be any doubt about the extent of guilt, there are 
topics which the Court is always anxious to take hold of. In addition to, 
this he ſtates, that his health and ſtrength have been conſiderably waſted 
and impaired by his confinement in gaol. My Lord, I am afraid I 
might add to this, he is really in a condition, if his confinement be long 
continued, to pay the forfeit of his life for a crime no higher than a - 
i miſdemeanor. If this be true, and a great part of it is ſtated upon oath 
Jin the affidavit, I may expect that ſufferings like theſe will ſatisfy the 
gutmoſt rigour of the ſevereſt proſecutor. Much more, my Lord, am 1 
in a caſe like this entitled to call for mercy, becauſe, in the ſituations 
theſe gentlemen hold, I do expect they come here from no motives of 
revenge, but from a view of making the priſoners ſenſible of an error 
into which they have unfortunately flipped, and to hold them up as an 
wholeſome example to deter others from committing the like offence in 
future. If that be ſo, and theſe men have undergone theſe hard and 
heavy ſufferings in gaol, I have a right to expect on the part of the 
proſecutors, that they will not call for a heavy judgement, but ſuch a 
puniſhment as, in the diſcretion of the Court, thall ſatisfy juſtice in its 
mildeſt ſhapes. | . | EE. Pa 
X Your lordſhip cannot but have diſcovered, in attending to this 
Etathdavit, a ſingular feature of ingenuouſneſs that accompanies it. For 
this man fick as he is. in gaol, even to danger fick, has ſurrendered 
I himſelf to the full vengeance of the Court, if it can be exerciſed, 
ieparating his caſe from the reſt, as it has already been well and 
pointedly urged ; this unhappy man preſents himſelf to the Court in the 
haracter of ring-leader of the reſt. If that be the caſe, there is a 
marked and ſenſible diſtinction between this poor man and the reſt. 
our lordſhip fees that idea in your own ſumming up, and it is ſworn in 
the affidavit that thoſe other perſons had no ſhare whatever in ſending 
that note, which I am afraid was the ſole cauſe of the proſecution. - 1 
Iniean the note ſent at the expiration of a month, which was allowed for 
the men to conſider of the buſineſs; at the expiration of which month a 
certain obnoxious note happened to be ſent to one of the maſter printers, 
and, unleſs I very much miſtake, it was that which led to a conviction 
of them all. We were not in a condition to ſeparate them at the trial, 
but it is diſtinctly ſworn that thoſe other perſons had no privity, or 
conſent, or knowledge of it; unleſs I am miſtaken it is ſo ſworn. If 
Hour lordſhip ſees that it is fo, I am fure whatever puniſhment you ſhalt 
feel yourſelf bound to inflict upon Atkinſon, your lordſhip will feel 
yourſelf induced to extend a greater portion of mercy to the others. 
My Lord, I do not recolle& there is any other topic which appears to 
me it will be for the benefit of my clients to urge. If I have omitted 
any, I know your lordſhip*s inclination to attend to every thing that can 
be ſaid in favour of them. I truſt, with confidence, that your lordſhip 
Vill be inclined, and indeed that you will be juſtified in extending as 
great a portion of mercy in the meaſure of the puniſhment which the 
"37 3 „ 2 ; ſentence 
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ſentence muſt inflict, as is conſiſtent with your duty, and the caſe of thoſe 


8 unhappy people can poſſibly admit. 


Mr. Howell —My Lord, I alſo am of Counſel for the priſoners at the 
bar, and it is without affectation that I declare, the vaſt embarraſſment 
under which I riſe to offer to you the very few obſervations that are left 
to me to make on the behalf of theſe unfortunate men. My Lord, I am 
opprefied by to many ſtrong and various emotions! I am bowed to the 
earth by fo many mortifying and diſtreſſing apprehenfions ! that I almoſt 


doubt whether my unhappy clients, or their more unhappy advccate, have 


the fironger claim to the indulgence of the Court. Fearful indeed is my 

condition! when the ige bope I can entertain is, that I may be ſo for- 

tunate as not to impair the claim of my clients upon the kindneſs of the 

Court, nor weaken the effect of thoſe arguments and obſervations that 

_—_ been ſo ably made, and eloquently urged, by both my learned 
- JEnGces.. * * | | | | 


My Lord, before I trouble you with a ſingle obſervation upon the caſes 
of my reſpective clients, I beg to call your attention to the crime f ñ 
which they are convicted. It is that of conſpiracy; a crime of all others 
the moſt difficult to define and explain, and yet the moſt eaſy of proof! 
and, my Lord, your lordſhip is well aware, that the conſpiracy of the 


Wa; 


preſent day was utterly unknown when the ſtatute of conſpirators was 


paſſed in the reign of Edward the Firſt; and though that ſtatute is the 
baſis of the law of conſpiracy, and the offence is accurately and amply 
deſcribed in it, I am utterly at a loſs, from the moſt attentive peruſal of 
that act, to find any thing upon which this proſecution could be founded. 
And if it be put upon the ground that the crime is an offence at common 
law, it is remarkable, that the moſt luminous of all the commentators 
upon that law, Sir William Blackſtone, in treating of this crime, con- 


fines himſelf almoſt excluſively to the offence of maliciouſly indicting a 


man for a crime of which he is known to be innocent, and does not 


even hint at the preſent law and doctrine of conſpiracy : I therefore 
conjure your lordſhip to remember, that, however wiſely for the purpoſes 
of juſtice this doctrine has been introduced, (and no man is more ready 
to admit the wiſdom with which it has been introduced than I am,) it 
does not preſs the % ſeverely upon the individuals who are fated to 


ebb 
2G 


encounter it. I intreat you not to forget, that this crime, ſo difficult to 


underſtand, upon which even Blackſtone himſelf is filent, is yet ſo eaſy E 


of proof, that it is quite impoſſible to rebut it: for the proſecutor is not 
obliged to prove the act of guilt ; but the jury are at liberty to infer it 
from the circumſtances of the cate, and even from the want of proof on 
the part of the proſecutor. This being ſo, how is it poſſible for men 
charged with this crime to defend themſelves from it? Crime is neceſſarily 
compounded of many acts; and if the proof of thoſe acts may be dif- 


penſed mw, and the guilt eſtabliſhed by inference, the inevitable con- 
clufion is, that the crime may be faſtened upon innocence itſelf, and the 
moſt virtnous and benevolent men may be convicted of conſpiring to 
exerciſe their virtue and benevolence. For, in the doctrine of this crime, 
it is enough to convict the defendant, that the conſpiracy is charged. It 
is quite ſufficient to ſay, that the defendants conſpired; and though it 
were to erect an hoſpital for orphans, or even to receive the Sacrament, 


„it thall be criminal ſo to confpire ; and the crime ſufficiently proved by 


ſhewing, in the firſt caſe, that the men were fond of building, and * 
8 | ; : 5 . E 


Wr „ r en 
EE on de Zo Peg n 

FP i 3 . 
; CR TEEN W Fn earn tho ID 


.. . ̃¶ ——: ... ] qçũꝗĩᷓ . ]˙ 6¼iß 7... 


8 


* ter 1 : 
the laſt, that they talked about going to church. My Lord, I do not 
make theſe obſervations for the purpoſe of quarrelling with the law of 
« IX conſpiracy, or complaining of the verdi& that has paſſed againft my 
t KEE No, my Lord; I make them merely to recall to your lordfhip's 
= tecolleQtion the wonderful facility with which my clients have been, and 
4 any men may be, convicted of this anomalous crime. The zury, however, 
my Lord, have certainly convicted my clients; and I do not ftand up. 
here to attack or complain of their verdit—neither do I fiand up to 
enter into any part of the conduct of my clients previous to the trial, 
2X becauſe that was the opportunity afforded to them by the wiſdom of the 
lau for the making their defence; but, my Lord, I do ſtand up to enable 
XZ your lordſhip (as wel! as I can) to diſcriminate the different caſes of may _ 
different clients, in order that you may apportion the puniſhment to the 
crime; without which /acred reſpect ail puniſhment is a wicked and 
tyrannous exerciſe of power. Above all I do ſtand up to diſcharge, as 
well as I am able, the more legitimate duty of an advocate upon fuck an 
& . occaſion as this, namely, to deprecate the vengeance of the law, and 
beſpeak the indulgence and compaſſion of the judge. And, my Lord, 
difficult as my ſituation is, arduous as the undertaking is, and beyond 
my feeble graſp! I am happy to loſe myſelf in the contemplation of your 
lordſhip, and take ſhelter in the conſolation, that the fate of my poor 
clients depends leſs upon the ability of their advocate, than the honour, 
the integrity, and humanity of their judge, whoſe pride as well as duty 
it is to adminiſter juſtice in-mercy, and who will never forget that 


Mercy is above this scepter'd swar ; 
It is enthroned in the hearts of kings; 
It is an at rib te to God himself; 
And earthly power doth then shew likest God's, 
When Mercy scasons Justice! 


My Lord, whatever the offence be of which the defendants are con- 
victed, it is certain, as both my learned leaders have. ftated, and your 
lordſhip's notes and recollection will atteft, that the defendant Atkinſon 
was the moſt active perſon in the meeting of the journeymen with the 
maſters at the York Hotel. It is likewiſe in evidence, that that meeting 
XxX was without combination, and that they accompanied him at his inſti- 
2X gation, and merely by accident, without any previous concert or agree- 
ment. Your lordſhip will remember too, that he, Atkinſon, who was 
the moſt active of the five, is only convicted on the general count of the 

indictment; the proſecutors upon the trial not having fabftantiated, 
Nor even attempted to ſubſtantiate the ſpecial count, which contained the 
moſt important and ſpecific charge of the whole. As to the other four 
defendants, this laſt obſervation applies with ſtill greater force to them; 
becauſe, even of that Jooſe and general charge of which they were con- 
victed, it is likewiſe proved that they are very little inculpated in the 
criminality of it: and, my Lord, with refpe& to the guilt of all the 
defendants, the ſolemn inſtrument now offered by them to your lordſhip's 
couſideration, not only under the ſacred obligations of an oath, but the 
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t ſevere penalties attending a violation of it, proves clearly, and the more 
t clearly, becauſe it is corroborated by all the proſecutors themſelves, who 
, were examined at the trial, that if motive conſtitutes crime, if no man 
2 can be guilty but be <vbo intends io be fo, then are theſe unfortunate 
men convicted of a crime they bad no intention whatever to commit. They 
ns f 1 | did 
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did not know at the time they were offending that they were doing 1 


wrong ; and how ſhould they divine that their maſters would invite 
them to meet for the purpoſe of proſecuting them for a conſpiracy, and 
fix a meeting, under the ſpecious pretence of liſtening to their com- 


plaints, for the mere purpoſe of affording the means of their conviction? 3 


My Lord, though the verdi& precludes me from arguing this part of the 
caſe, it does not prevent me from preſſing moſt ſtrongly upon your lord- 
ſhip's conſideration the conduct of the defendants and the proſecutors, 


as it will be impoſſible for your lordſhip to do that juſtice in this, which 


vou do, in all other caſes, unleſs you look to the conduct of both parties, 


and without a cool and diſpaſſionate conſideration of all the circum-_ A Wn 


ſtances of the caſe; and if your lordſhip does ſo, you will ſee that thete 


men bave been miſled. It was not contended by the proſecutors that the 
conduct of the defendants was either immoral, unreaſonable, or unjuſt; and 


the only offence of which they are convicted, is the endeavour illegally 


(though peaceably and reſpectfully) to obtain «vba? they thougbt 2 l 
oft. Now, my Lord, the moral guilt of the defendants' conduct not 
ſtanding in the way of your lordſhip's judgement, it is with confidence I 
aſk you to remark, that the defendants, upon tbe proſecutors ewn fhexwing, 
ought not to have been convicted; for they have proved that they them- 
ſelves legitimated the ſociety of preſſmen by treating with it; they 
ſanctioned its claims by liſtening to its demands; and they vindicated 
my clients from all imputation of crime, by applauding their conduct; 
and pledging themſelves, the maſters, to guarantee them, the preſſmen, 
from all danger, and all proſecution. My Lord, I do not now urge this 
to juſtify the conduct of my clients to-day, but I do urge it to extenuate 
their offence before your lordſhip, and to remind you, that though they 


are offenders they are unwilling offenders, and however criminal, not only 


rendered fo, but called bere to anfever the crime BY THE PROSECUTORS 


THEMSELVES. But, my Lord, I think I might ſafely admit the ' 


guilt of the defendants to the greateſt extent contended for by the proſe- 


cutors, and ſtill with confidence addreſs myſelf to your lordſhip in their 1 E 


behalf, for it would ftill appear that the defendants had only miſtaken 
the means of obtaining an object which appeared to them rational and 
laudable; and that the proſecutors themſelves ſanctioned thoſe means, 
and thereby, as far as they could, /egitimated that conduct which they now 


eek to puniſb. At any rate, my Lord, I rely that your lordſhip cannot 


think this a caſe, under all its circumſtances, and viewed in all its 


aſpects, that calls for any ſevere puniſhment. A conduct (however 
muſtaken it may be) that is devoid of all profligate purpoſe, diuęſte of all 


moral turpitude, and ftripped of all miſchievous conſequence, can never either 
invite or juſtify any ſevere infliction of puniſhment; and whenever 
punithment forgets its relative proportions, I necd not remind your lord- 


ſhip, that it neceſſarily operates the evil it intends to avoid. My Lord, 


in conſidering the puniſhment to be inflicted upon theſe men, your lord- 
ſhip will weigh the particular circumſtances of the caſe, and the fitua- 
tion and conduct of the parties: and it is here, my Lord, important to 
remark, that one of the objects of puniſhment (and that the moſt 


amiable, if not the moſt legitimate object) upon this conviction, is com- 


pletely anfwered and obtained. The defendants are convinced of the 


impropriety of their conduct, and have ſonght to ſatisfy the proſecntors 
of it, by propoſing to relinquiſli every regulation reſpecting apprentices, 


and 


* 
; 
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| ( und to leave their maſters, undiſturbed by them, in the full poſſeſſion of 


6 T1 


the right they contend for; they have offered to return to their work as 
3 A. Recorder. How does that appear? 
Mr. Howell. In the afhdavit, I believe. 
Mr. Gurney, Nothing like it (31). | | | = 
Mr. Howell. My Lord, then if they have not attempted formally to 
Y ſatisfy the maſters, or defired to return to work, it is, as I underſtand, 
Becauſe the maſters have no occaſion for workmen, It is likewiſe ſtated 
by both my learned friends (and a very good reaſon it is) becauſe they 


1 


ere in durance and could not get to the maſters, though the maſters 


might have gone to them. It in however ſtated in the athdavit, that they 
have no occaſion for workmen, and that being the fact, it will probably 
account for the diſpoſition which ſeems to preſs forward the judgement 
Jof the Court. My Lord, at leaſt we might have expected that the 
maſters would have availed themſelves of the knowledge of that fact, 
Zbecauſe it afforded them an opportunity of coming forward in behalf of 
E theſe unfortunate men. If, on the other hand, it appears that theſe 
E proſecutors, although they have got theſe poor men completely in their 
power, becauſe they bade more men than they can employ, are not yet 
glutted with vengeance, though their victims are proſtrate on the earth; 
though they behold theſe unhappy men ſmarting under the rigour of im- 
ZE pritonment; but that, on the contrary, with unrelenting minds, and 
with a malignant joy, they place themſelves beſide the grate of the 
FX priſon, and, exulting, behold confinement eating into the fouls of the pri- 
ners! If they haſten to the abode of miſery, and with an odious pleaſure 
inuff up the tainted gales, impregnated with the tears, and loaded with 
the ſighs, of theſe miſerable captives! I ſay, my Lord, if this ferocious 
and monſtrous diſpoſition appears, your lordſhip will take care that the 
horrid gratification thall not endure ;; for you will neither adminiſter to 
[their ſpleen, nor gratify their malice; you will recollect the rights of 
8 /uffering humanity, as well as the duties of your painful office. You will 
remember too, that ſome of theſe men have wives and children depending 
upon them for their - ſupport; that all of them have been for three 
months ſhut up in the common goal of Newgate, amidſt the filth and 
| horror of ſuch a place, with its more filthy and horrid inhabitants, the 
common felons! the very refuſe and ſcum of the worſt thieves of this 
profligate metropolis! Surely, ſurely, my Lord, it is not fitting that 
men like the defendants; - of ſome education, of decent manners, and a 
tolerable ſtation in ſociety, ſhould be thut up with thieves, cut-throats, 
and vagabonds, for any crime; {till leſs for ſuch a crime as this, and in ſurb 
a ſtage of the proſecution! Your lordſhip will recollect too (what has been 
very forcibly urged to you by my learned friend who ſpoke laſt), that 


** " 
8 „ * e 2 12 p GY r ai ro 22 
5 9 n £ IEP of, Fs 00 0" > OT. ve Ak E EET N oy 
JA ee eee gent a F 1 % ͤ c dot at nr pi 28 
— — . e > ey 2144 5 e * LS A490 E N 8 1085 


—— 
. 8 
5 os SIDE 
LD IP x . 


one of the defendants is in a ſtate of bad health, ariſing from the nature 


of his confinement. My Lord, I do not enlarge upon theſe touching 
circumſtances, becauſe I know that your lordſhip already feels more than 
I can feel, that you anticipate more than I can urge upon this occaſion. 


(31) The defendants did not think it fore deferred it til; observed upon by Mr. 
necessary to make any comment on this Knowlys, By | | 
short reply at the time of its delivery, there» | 
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I know too that your lordfhip values the ſacred relations of b:/band and 
evife, of parent and cbild, of friend and neighvour, much too highly, to 
ſacrifice them unneceſſarily at the ſhrine of a rigid and inexorable 

Juſtice! My Lord, three months of ſuch confmement as theſe poor men 
have ſuffered, is indeed a terrible puniſhment! I will not ſpeak to you 
of the ſocial comforts and domeſtic endearments of which they have | 
been deprived! of the fond attentions of faithful wives and imiling | 
infants, from which they have been torn! I will not utter a ſyllable of 
the reſtraint, and gloom, and horror of a priſon, in which wretches are 


immured, to whom * hope never comes, that comes io all. No, my Lord, Ws 


I will not complain of a priſon, for“ tbe mind is its oxon place; but 1 
muſt complain of a priſon converted into a pandemonium, and men of fecl- 
ing, of character, and ſentiment, compelled to aſſociate with devils of th: 
loweft and wileft deſcription! My Lord, you will not wonder that I am 
particularly anxious, and ſenſibly touched for theſe defendents, when 
you conſider who and what they are. My Lord, they are Printers! they 
are the diſpenfers of that glorious art which has reſcued mankind from 
ignorance and flavery, and conducted them to knowledge and to freedom / 
The art that has ſnatched man from the degraded poſture and condition of 2 


Brute animal, and placed him upon bis feet, eref?, and looking upon Heaven! 


The art that has poured the flood of ſcience o'er the ſoul, and harmony 
upon the ſenſe! The art by which Newton ſoars, Milton fings, and the | 
divine truths of the Goſpel are propagated and preſerved: by which 
commerce is extended, wealth acquired, fame and honour obtained, and 
happineſs ſecured ! which holds out all that is valuable in this life, and 
beyond it! and which imparts and ſecures to virtue and to genius their 
ſtrongeſt ſtimulus and brighteſt reward! And, my Lord, it cannot be | 
objected to my clients that they have been convicted of conſpiring againſt 
this immortal art; if it could, they muſt have found other advocates than 
myſelf and my learned friends. Their offence (if it muft be fo called) 
is conſpiring againft printers, and not printing; not an obſtruction of, or 
injury to, the art, but to perſons exercifing that art; a matter of mere regu- 
lation and convenience between them and their maſters ; and although 
thoſe individual maſters might obtain leſs profit than before, printing 
itſelf would neither be deſtroyed nor injured ;. it would loſe nothing of 
its ſplendor or utility, But, my Lord, ſtrong as my feelings and wiſhes 
are in behalf of theſe unfortunate men, I alſo feel that I ought to relieve 
your Jordſhip from the fatigue of liſtening to me any longer. I feel it to 
be ſo the more particularly, becauſe the ground having been gone over 
before ſo acutely and ably by both my learned friends, I had little left to 
ſay; and that I fear I have ſaid, if not in the worſt manner, yet not as I 
withed, in order to benefit my unfortunate” clients: but, my Lord, the 
duty deyolved upon me, and I have er, to diſcharge it as well as 
my ability and the reſtraints of my ſituation would permit me. I cannot 
convey to your lordſhip my feelings upon the ſubject; perhaps it is better 
* I ſhould not; but I hope, at leaſt, that the trifling obſervations I have 
made will not have the dreadful and (to me) intolerable effect of turning 
aſide from the defendants that mercy which they moſt humbly ſolicit, 


and which, I truſt, they will be found to deſerve. And, my Lord, it 
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is with confidence I expect ſome of thoſe whom I fee in Court will 
yet ſtand between the defendants and their fate; that they will retrieve 
themſelves in this proſecution, and join the defendants, in ſupplicating 
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your lordſhip for that mercy, which they themſelves, at a time that may 
ſoon arrive, will moſt aſſuredly ſtand in need of. For, my Lord, they 


| muſt recolle& that a day, an aweful and tremendous day will approach, 


when proſecutors, as well as priſoners, muſt alike be tried before Him who 


cannot be deceived, and when even judges themſelves muſt render up an 


account hot they bave judged. At that terrible moment, when they muſt. 
give an account of their conduct below before the immortal Judge of all, 


7 and the catalogue of their offences ſhall be produced againſt them, I 


fervently pray, that the recording angel may be able to turn to the mild 
and merciful ſentence which your lordſhip thall pronounce in this caſe, 
as the aft of the proſecutors, That the ſight of it may atone for all, and their 
offences be blotted out for ever ! „„ 41 | 


' PLEADINGS OF COUNSEL FOR THE PROSECUTION. 


Mr. Knowlys.—My Lord, I am extremely ſorry at this time, for it is . 


certainly not a very early one, that I am called upon, and particularly 


called upon by the addreſs of the ſeveral gentlemen who have exerted 
themſelves with the utmoſt ability in defence of the unfortunate objects 
at the bar, to addreſs your.lordſhip in anſwer to them, and compelled to 
do it not quite in ſo ſhort a compaſs as it was my intention at firſt to do. 

My Lord, theſe ſeveral perſons ſtand convicted before you of con- 
ſpiracy; the nature and effect of it was ſtated upon the record; and 
after the very able attention (to which the ampleſt teſtimony has been 
civen) that your lordſhip paid to the inveſtigation of the charge, I have 
no doubt, in my own mind, the nature of the charge remains impreſſed 
in your memory, and which was certainly an object ſo much deſerving; 
your attention, in reſpect to the public danger that attended it. Having 
ſaid that, I confeſs, though I feel myſelf in a perfectly new fituation ; 
J hope I do not feel myſelf unequal to it; it is perfectly new to me in 
this Court, when perſons are called up for judgement upon a miſdemeanor, 
upon which no new matters are to be called, or can be called into it, 
before thoſe who heard both the nature of the charge and the verdict that 
was given; I ſay it is perfectly new, in the practice of ſome years at 
leaſt in this Court, to obſerve the preſent courſe taken of preſenting 
affidavits upon the ſubject of the perſons brought up, the individual 
judge applied to being preſent throughout the whole of the caſe. Of 
that I do not complain, becauſe, if it is thought a courſe in which the 
unhappy objects of this. proſecution can be benefited, or by which any 
new light can be turned upon it, as to the puniſhment they are to receive 
for the offence of which they are convicted, I, fo far from oppoſing it, 
am glad to hear it, Let us ſee what advantage has been taken of it. 
I am confident that if truth furniſhed the application, the moſt proper 
and the moſt beneficial advantage could have been taken of it. There 
has been an affidavit read, the truth of which I do not pretend to combat, 
but I have no affidavit to anſwer it, and, what is more, out of indulgence 
to the perſons at the bar, leſt it ſhould ſeem a proceeding hard (in oppo- 


ſition to the proceedings that have gone before it) I do not ſtand up to 


defire time to anſwer the affidavit, or any allegation, for, if I did, I muſt - 
require of the Court to remand them; for the Seſſions could not = kept 
opeu to another Seſſions, or at leaſt to a long adjournment, that the pro- 
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if Jam to ſpeak of the manner in which 


- mercy to the fulleſt extent that mercy can be exerciſed, with a view to 
ſuch parties as are now before the Court. The public intereſt has been 


mercy is due in this, as well as what mercy is due in other caſes, 


let us come to the buſineſs, which is the main object with which counſel 


are ſhades of guilt; that has been urged, and urged, as I expected, with 


let us recollect who theſe parties are; they are five perſons, and, of 


' conceive, and which, I aſſure you, I do not bring forward to heap coals of 
fire on the heads of thoſe men; I aſk only the judgement of the Court. 


„ 
ſecutors might have an opportunity to anſwer it; but it appears to me 
that it is no anſwer to the charge. | 


My Lord, the five ſeveral defendants have been convicted of a con-! 
ſpiracy, which*the gentlemen have very properly, in their addreſs, WM * 
confidered as a light offence ; that is to ſay, as light as they could MF © 
poilibly make it when they were addrefling the Court; it was their duty KA 
ſo to do; if they could have done it, or to make it lighter than we in our I 
conſcience ſuppoſe it to be; the Court will finally confider it. It was WM” 


their duty to impreſs the Court with that idea, therefore I have no right | 
to complain of it, nor of the pains that were taken by the gentlemen, 
particularh-of the reſpectable gentleman juſt come among us, who laſt 7 
addreſſed the Court, and who ſpoke at ſome length; he is a young 
counſel, and has certainly indulged himſelf with that degree of fancy 
and imagination, and, in quoting from the ons very well indeed; and, 
e has quoted thoſe pafſages, 
I muſt do him the juſtice to ſay he has done it with as able enunciation, 
particularly thoſe lines which our beſt of poets has written upon the 
tubject of mercy, as any perſon could poſſibly addreſs them to any ſociety 
by whom they were meant to be heard; but declamation will not anſwer 
our caſe. If I were to deſire of the Court, in their judgement, to forget 
mercy, I ſhould be heard with very little attention indeed; ad there- 
fore I am not here to deſire the Court, in its judgement, will not extend 


deeply injured by the charge which has been imputed to them, and 
which, after a very long trial, they have been fully convicted of; and in 
the adminiſtration of juſtice, I am ſure the Court will remember what 


_ Having ſaid that, in anſwer to the declamation that has been uſed, 


have to do. - _ 8 ; 
I am ready to admit that, in the adminiſtration of juſtice, and the 
apportioning puniſhment, where pertons are eonvicted of crimes there 


a vaſt deal of ſenſe, with a great deal of acuteneſs, and with a great 
deal of ingenuity ; ſo I expected, and have not been diſappointed. But 


courſe, in the language that is held, and which may be proved, in the 
courſe of an indictment, for a conſpiracy. I do not expect, or can any 
body expect there ſhould not be à ſpokeſman of the five, I cannot 
expect that every idea of the five ſhould be uttered by all the five; it 
does not occur in the common affairs of life; and here it does not occur; 
but it is ſaid that Atkinſon is ſecretaty, and therefore he is the perſon 
who is more particularly before the Court. I cannot accede to that idea, 
and I am to addreſs the Court upon my own ideas; the idea which 1 


J am not ſent here to inflame the Court. If I were ſent here for that 
purpoſe, I proteſt I would not lend myſelf for the purpoſe. I am ſent 
here merely to enforce the juſt claims of the public, forgetting nothing 


that individuals have in their minds, or may have, though, I believe, 


there 


6. 8 ww (3 0 


W 


1 


E 


„* 


there hangs nothing wrong there (32). I aſk only what the public has a2 


right to demand; then, I ay, Atkinion has been the mexe;mouth-piece., 
It is true, he was the mouth- piece, but T think the Court will not forget, 
in the evidence that was offered, what was the ſituation of the ſcveral 


other four defendants ; they were a committee, and, as a committee, 


appeared in their own perſons as a committee. L atk no ftronger proof. 
If I go beyond the evidence, I hope the Court will treat the addreſs L 
make with the contempt it well deferves. 5 147 I 
Edeuaril Atkinſon. I beg leave, my Lord, to make one, obſervations 
Mr. Recorder, You have been heard by your counſel; I cannot hear 
any thing from you now; you mult not interrupt. | 


Mr. Knowlys. It appears in evidence, further than that. 1 know. 


nothing; I have no private knowledge, and if I had I have no right to 
mention it but upon oath. My Lord; upon the evidence they were all. 
brought forward, and all perſonally appeared at the meeting, in the. 


character of a committee, of which Atkinſon was ſecretary, and, of 


courle, it. might paſs that he was more active than the reſt. What was 
the conſpiracy it is of importance to conſider, aud to What extent it 
went; did it not extend through the whole branch of that moſt valuable 
profeſſion, to which no compliment that my friend who ſpoke third 
beſtowed upon them can be ill applied to a ꝓrofeſſion, the moſt neceflary 
to mankind, the moſt uſeful to the public; a profeſſion, without the 


exiſtence of which mankind would not enjoy a thouſandth part of the- 


bleflings which the pretent ſtate of the world is bleſſed with; the pro- 
feſlion carried on in a great, I will ſay the greateſt, metropolis in the 
world; and, it the utc of any one thing in. the world can be called into 


WW debate, 1 ſay the uſe to this great kingdom of that uſeful branch, print-, 


ing, was ſhackled and fettered; moſt -notoriouſly ſo, that the maſter 

printers could not purſue their trade with effect. Why? Becauſe this 
conſpiracy had gone forth, breaking itſelf into. ſeveral branches. Who. 
were the active and competent ringleaders? Not Atkinſon; not he; he 
ſtands forth figning the refolutions of ' whom? Not of himſelf, becauſe. 
his reſolutions would have been treated with contempt z; and if he had 
been a man who ſtood in the way of. the proſecution; of the body of 
Journeymen printers in general, his efforts would have been treated with, 


contempt. Who did he repreſent? He reprefented the committee order- 


ing the buſineſs for the whole-body of journeymen printers. For what; 
purpoſe ? For the obſtruction of the trade, for interrupting that free 
courſe, and for other purpoles ; for the purpoſe of repreſenting himſelf 
as ſecretary of the committee, and iffuing- out thoſe orders by which the 
whole trade and maſters were to be rxuined; therefore to ſay that Atkin= 
ſon is the ringleader is to make him the ſcape goat of thoſe, who, I ſay, 


are all implicated; who is a perſon deputed by aud with the authority of' 


the members of this committee, Which was to controul the exerciſe of 
the trade through the whole metropolis ; therefore, as any diſtinction that 
can be made between one or the other of theſe ſeveral five men who are 


now before your lordthip, and who were convicted as a committee, who. 


were choſen for that purpote. Againſt others no-proſecution was wiſhed; 


(32) If the defendants had not received never would have thought of employing | 


certain information that counsel would be counsel] to speak in mitigation, 
employed to pray a heavy judgement, they | WO 
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no e has been carried on againſt others; but it is happy that 
1 they ſuppreſſed the conſpiracy by thoſe five people, who ſtood forward as 
/ -— the main directors. Conſpiracy is their offence, it works in the dark, 
and we can only day hold of thoſe who have the fpirit to puih themſelves 
forward; and we can fay all thoſe five perſons have done to individually, 
5 Lord, what diſtinction can you draw between them; they mutt 
have ſome perſon to direct their movements; Atkinſon has a ſo; hut 
that there is any diſtinction between the conduct of Atkinſon and the 
other four, ho have ſaid we will give a month. Who will they give a ; 
month to? To the maſters, to confider their offer? ö 
. Knapp. The maſters gave the men a month; don't let us be þ 
| miſrepretented. | 
Me. Know'iys. I ſpeak under · correction; we are here to do our duty, 
and wer may r pofitive through miſtake; but I addreſs myieli 
to his lord hip, who will corre me if 1 am wrong. I ſay this, that 
hen this formidable body of members of the conſpiraey, compoſed ot | 
i many hundreds of journeymen throughout the-whole trade of privting ; 
/ _ When theſe come forward, reprefenting many hundreds 
' Ar. Knapp. I am very ſorry to interrupt my learned friend; but 
there is not one word of theſe hundreds-given in evidence; and what are 
we talking of but the evidence? 

Mr. Knowlys. I ſay this, that if there are hundreds i in the trade; Si 
that there are — believe nobody will contradict ; and if the trade 
of printing is impeded by this confpiracy in the way it was, there can | 

be no doubt upon the evidence, if this conſpiracy, beaded by the com- 
mittee, el ſo as to the matters, Weng," that for one month we will | 


work. | 
Mr. . 1 ſhould be glad if ds our lordfſhip would refer to your 
notes, and e whether the nien ſai to the maſters 5 would ſtay a 


Mr. — hear my friends interfere with a great deal of 
pleaſure. T'know perfectly well that upon the evidence it fiates, that 
for a month things were to goon, that the journeymen would . work for 
their maſters, and did work for them; but the agreement between the 
maſters and journeymen not taking place, that the truce was then at an 
end. I do not mean to ſay that all this inferred, that unlets the mandate 
of theſe five men, repreſenting the journeymen, was complied with, the 
trade was to be at a ſtand; till the ſundry printed refoiutions were made 
in public houſes, that the trade was to be at an end. What ſhall we 
think of theſe five men, ho have ftood forth as the champions; and as 
they repreſented themſelves the whole budy, if there be any vengeance 
in the law ; I'know of none; but if there be in the law a power to cor- 
rect and repreſs evils by wholeſome” examples, and wholeſome panith- 
ment, I leave it to the law to inflict that wholeſome puniſhment ; to 
What extent it ſhall go it would be preſumption in me to ſay; and 
though occafion was taken to obſerve upon ſome whiſpers, they were not 
meant to be heard by the Court, or to direct them . punithment they 
ſhould infli ; they were ſaid in fecret. 
My Lord, jet us ſee what has been done, becauſe, as. we are now 
talking of the puniſhment they are to receive, it is neceſſary to confider 
that the conſpiracy was general; and, unleſs I miſunderſtand the 


ht - > ne ad the . of that conſpiracy . are convicted. Now, 


* 5 


by diſhonourable means. 


E 35 
Lord, from July, in which they were convicted, to October, in 


m a ; 
[ which they are now called up in judgement, has any thing paſſed? It 


is ſtated in the affidavit that the ſeveral parties, now at the bar, have 
been from that time to this in a ſtate of imprifoament ; undoubtedly” 


they have. It is ſtated that one has ſuffered conſiderably in health; and 


it is ſtated that ſeveral of them have families. M Lord, it is a dreadful 
thing that wives and children, who cau have no thare in crimes that are 
not imputed to them, in which they were never ſuſpected to take apart, 


TW that they ſhould be ſuffering under difficulties for crimes, perpetrated 


by perſons with whom they have the misfortune to be clolely allied; 
that has been held out by the law in ſeveral puniſhments, and in the 
ſeveral caſes of treaſon particularly. But why? To deter men from 
offending againſt the law; and I do moſt ſincerely wiſh, and thofe who 


depute me to come here with alſo, that every one of thoſe men, who : 


happen to be in that unhappy ſituation, had purſued their labour in the 
courſe of honeſt induſtry, protected by the law, and conformable to the 
law, in which they would have been protected and encouraged, and in 
which they would have been gaining an hononrable and comfortable 
ſubſiſtence, with which God had pleaſed to blefs them. They have 
taken the other courſe; and, I am ſorry, when they thought, by a 
wicked and unlawful conſpiracy, to throw impediments in the way of a 
trade the moſt uſeful in the world, they had not confidered they were 


not to be the only ſufferers ; that their wives and children, with whom 


they were honourably and friendly connected, were to futter in thofe 
crimes which they meditated, and, if they had reflected npon it, perhaps 


they would not be here to anſwer for the offence. But let us look now 


to what has been ſaid upon the affidavit. The major part of the afti- } 
davit goes to do what? The country has judged between them and the 
matters ; the mafters being the inſtruments to bring them forward to 
public puniſhment, for a public offence. The public have judged ; but 
fay the men at the bar, we are not ſatisfied with that judgement; and 
the evidence, with which it was obtained by groſs and fraudulent means 
Mr. Knapp. They have ſaid no ſuch thing. | 92 
Mr. Rnotolys. I thought it had been ſo; I will go on from the ath- 
davit. It ftates, that the maſters expreſſed themſelves perfectly ſatisfied 
with the conduct of the journeymen, and they all of them promiſed not 
to take any advantage, &c. They then impute to the maſters, they have 


taken advantage of them at this meeting, that they have violated their 


promiſe, and by thoſe means have brought them here. I ſay, my Lord, 
to thoſe maſters, between whom and themſelves the public has judges, 
when they accuſe them of that crime, moſt injurious to ſociety, they 
ſay to the maſters, von have brought us to puniſhment by unfair or 
fraudulent and treacherons means. Is that alleviation ? Is it extenua- 
tion ? Is it any thing that has happened ſubſequent to the offence to 


witneſs for it? Is this the ſpirit in which they ought to come forward? 
Does it ſhew you that they are; what if they were, (I do not mean here 


to pray for judgement againſt them) ſubmiſſive to their maſters ; that 


the conſpiracy is at an end; that every thing will be di ne; and when I 


ſay to the intereſt of the maſters, I am not putting it in oppoſition to 


theſe men; for it is plain to the meaneſt common ſenſe, the intereſt of 
the maſters and the intereſt of the men coincided to carry on the buti- 


1 nels; - 


| (a). : 
1 neſs; the one carrying on buſineſs for their own profit, and the others 
working for that profit which muſt be conveyed from the matters to 
ith them. It is not the intereſt of the maſters themſelves; they are united I 
together; which nothing but wickedneſs could fever, and which nothing a 
but a conſpiracy could ever have tempted them to come forward to r 
puniſh. That being the caſe, what is it that your lordthip will expect a 
in an affidavit, which they have had three months, as my friends ſay, WF i 
to conſider of, and when they come forward here to the Court for an 
alleviation of puniſhment. I will tell you what was proved on the trial, 
and Iwill tell you what, in the maſters' right, the public had a right to 
expect. The public had a right to expect, for it. has been proved to the 
public, and the public has decided upon it by a jury, there has been a 
moſt extenfive contbiracy, that has been carried on in public houſes, 
reſolutions printed, and that confpiracy has been carried on by many 
agents and committees ; yet, I ſay, the public had a right to expect 
that theſe men ſhould tell you whether it is ended; the public intereſts 
are now particularly engaged. Do they ſay the reſentment of the 
maſters ought to be at an end becauſe no freſh conſpiracy exiſts; becauſe 
they are now meeting for the purpoſe of ſatisfying the maſters ; becauſe 
this idea of their being reſtrained in the number of apprentices they were 
to take is at an end, becauſe other regulations are at an end allo. Is 
that ſtated in the affidavit If it had been ſtated, I ſhould have been 
glad to have faid, all now is at an end, if you can ſhew this, and 
there is no contradiction of it, the whole that remains mult be matter of 
private. reſentment ; no public intereſt; there is an end of our difference ; 
you have ſuffered as much as has brought you to a ſenſe of your. duty, | 
and the public is fatisfhed.” I fee no ſuch thing in the affidavit. I tell 
you what I ſec; 1 fee it is ſaid upon the athdavit, there are a number of 
_ workmen. out of employment. Your lordſhip will recollect what was a 
part of the evidence of that conſpiracy ; the beginning of it originated 
in the ſhop of Mr. Davis. Have they ſaid that Mr. Davis has found 
Journeymen whenever he pleaſed? They cannot ſwear that; they have 
not ſtated it; which is to my purpoſe. Have they ſaid any of thoſe who 
came forward there are ready to attend them? No. But they have ſaid 
there is a number of journeymen out of employ. Why? For no reaſon ? 
1 Why not that they have gone and tendered themſelves for ſervice, and 
ſaid, never be in want of journeymen (33); here we are ready; uc 
repent of our conſpiracy; we repent of our ſcheme? They have ſaid no 
130 ſuch thing. The perſons who are now in gaol could not ſay fo; but we 
ſay this; they are the. repreſentatives, they are the heads of that con- 
„ fſpiracy, and that, till the conſpiracy is at an end, we hope that, by the 
puniſhment that is inflicted upon others, it will reform them, It has 
been wiſely held out by Courts, not only here but by others, that, where 
there is a conſpiracy, they have held it to be moſt material, if affidavits 
are ſubmitted to them, that thoſe affidavits ſhould ſtate thoſe bad 
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(33) We hare no doubt butt Mr, K — 
arzued from instruction; but we have 


much reason to lament, it was contrary to 


the rule of the Court to allow any remarks; 
for there are several parts of this sperch 


that could easily have been answered, and, 
we think, satisfactorily. In treating of this 
. ; 


part of the aſſidavit, we will ask the candid 
reader, how cor Id men think of applving 
to Mr. Davis for employment, when it was 


notoriously known that he was u der the 


necessity of placing some of his apprentices 


in his warekouse, not having business even 
for them. EPO. - 
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practices 


practices of the trade, which rags to cnt up the roots and branch of 
the trade, ſhall be ſtated to be at an end. Is any thinglike that ſtated 


Is it ſtated that the infamous public-houſe, in which itwas proved they 
all met? is it proved that the meetings there are at an end? That the 


reſolutions are done with ? That all meetings and all conſpiraci ies are at I 
an end? I ſhould have been happy to have heard it. If I had heard 
it, I ſhould have ſaid to the Court the fine of a thilling is quite enough; 


the public purpoſe is anſw ered. 
My Lord, it is ſtated by two of theſe parties, that they did not know 


of the ſeveral applications that were ſent to the printing-offices, to tell 


the men, unleſs the maſters were conſeating to the propoſition of the 


journeymen, they were not at. liberty to work for the maſters. TwWo 


have fo ſaid, Ball and Warwick. They have not denied they were of the 
Committee;, that they were of that publie-houſe meeting; in that body 
which was to contrive the whole. They have not done that, or denied 
that the acts of that body, though they might not be preſent juſt at the 
immediate moinent the reſolutions were paſſed, ought to attach upon 
every one of thoſe who will hold themſelves out as the authors and 
deligners of miſchief; therefore, it ſeems to me, that, as to the five, there 


is no diſtinction eee er that can be made in the caſe; and inaſmuch as 


this conſpiracy may, for what appears on this affdavit, exiſt ſtill, as 
extenſively as ever, all the pretence is, that it may perhaps be a little 
ſlackened, until the determination of the law is known, and while the 
ſentence is hanging over the heads of thoſe who have been the deſigners 
and promoters of miſchief. It is not ſaid any where; it is not denied; 
and if it is Nlackened by way of favouring thoſe who have been the 
great engines of the buſineſs, the Court will not pay much attention to 
that, but will look to that which is ſo eſſential to the public advantage. 
Mr. urn. My Lord, undoubtedly it is not my wiſh to detain the 
Court with above a ſentence or two upon the nature of this caſe. It has 
been obſerved already that we are now in a very unuſual fituation, inaſ- 
much as the verdict has been pronounced three months ago, and no 
judgement given, which, under ſome circumſtances, the Court would 
have pronounced at the moment, it ſhould be obſerved that, was done 


from a motive of compatlion in the Court. In what fituation do they 


come now to entitle themſelves to the mercy of the Court? Your lordfhi 
has already had an opportunity of conſidering from the affidavit, 5 
has been laid before you, and which is the only evidence which had any 


reference to, or pointed out, their fituations at the time of the trial, and 


their fituations now, The application which has been made to you 
being this; the defendants at the trial were convicted, and, in their 


affidavit, they make one continued attack upon the proſecution, as if 
the defendants were not brought up to judgement for the crime whereof 


they are convicted, but that the matters were for bringing the proſecu- 


tion forward, 
My Lord, there is but one more obſervation, and that is material, 


becauſe it has been ſtated in a manner to calumniate the proſecutors, 


as if they had come here under a ſcandalous breach of good faith, as if 
they had deceived, as if they had inſtigated the men to the crime, and 
afterwards come to a Court of Juſtice to demand puniſhment on them. 


What is the proof of this mitigation to the crime forſooth, that at a 
| W Fit at the Globe Tavern they had Ae eng, not to take any 


advantage 


N 


— 


(70 


[3 -advantage of tem. That is fiated to be the ground work df the proſeeu- 
tion. I beg to ſtate to you what I have this moment read in the trial, . 
that in the original evidence given, ſo far from it- being the ground work 
105 of the proſecution, it made no part of it in chief; it came, out upon the 
| eroſs- examination of the firſt witneſs. I mention it for the purpoſe of 
| © Informing the Court it was not a fact upon whieh we founded the charge. 
FI We gave no evidence of what paſſed at the Globe, but for the purpoſe 
of putting themſclves in a better fituation. They ſtate it to have ariſen | 
from perfidy and breach of faith. That is ſtated to the audience who | 
come here, compoted of all forts of people; a great part of whom Il 
underſtand are workmen in the fame line, and who come, I hope, to 
receive a wholeſome leflon not to be engaged in any ſuch plan. That is 
 Ntated to be the ground, when, in point of fact, that is not the truth. 
It is no part of our evidence; it is evidence that they brought. 

Mr. Recorder, —Being called upon to give judgement upon Atkinſon | 
and the four other defendants, who have been convicted of a confpiracy, 

it is my duty, in the beſt way I am able, upon all occafions to do juſtice ; | 
but, at the ſame time, I am always anxious, and it is very much my 
inclination, that the public ſhould be ſatisfied that juftice is done. TI am, 
therefore, by the ingennity of the learned countel for the defendants, 

(for great ingenuity they have maniteſted,) called upon to anſwer that, 
which it was their daty to ſtate in favour of their clients. However, as | 
it ſeems more plaufible than founded in truth, and as ſome perſons who 
have heard thoſe obſervations addreſſrd may be deceived, I thall make 
the beſt obſervations I am able upon the arguments of the counſel, and 
perhaps that will be as good a mode as any of giving judgement. _- 

The firſt perſon who addreſſed us was Mr. Knapp, and he fairly and 
Properly admitted that the five defendants have been convicted of a con- 
hi ſpiracy by the Jaw of the country. They had put themſelves upon the 
1 country, and the country had convicted the defendants of the crime, and, 

* therefore, the addreſs made to the Court was only in mitigatian of the | 
4 . jadgement of the ſereral defendants. But, firſt, it is ſtated by Mr. Knapp, 
that they were convicted in July laſt, that my illneſs was the occaſion of | 
| their not receiving judgement, and therefore it was deferred. I have no 
il difficulty in ftating, that as I confider all cafes of this fort, more parti- 
jj  cularly where the public intereſt is concerned, it is an adviſcable thing | 
\ | _to bring men to their duty, if poffible ; and if I deferred the pronouncing 
] zudgement, I have in that inſtance followed the beſt example in the | 
kingdom, the Court of King's Bench, who have often deferred their | 
Judgement, in hopes that men who are ſent to gaol, and left to a ſober 
confideration, will do that which is proper. I expected that theſe men, 
ho had injured their maſters and the public, would make that decent 
apology which is neceffary; that they would ſhew contrition, and then 5 
all would have been at an end, and they would have been ſatisfied, It 
was with that view, and with an intention of ſhewing mercy to. the de- 
fendants, that I thought fit to ſuffer the judgement to ſtand over, giving 
the defendants an opportunity, if poſſible of warding off a very ſevere 
blow. However, they have not thonght fit to do that, and if the conſe- 
quence is oy, they muſt take it to themſelves 79 ; 
| It 


K EINE TER 
CD NC 2 
_ 


- — — — 
= ge i OM mn — — 
— 


. 
— 


——— 
— mn — © #4. 
Lr hgh ot — — n 
NR LS Sr 
3 ———— — — 


—— 
— — 


mDy dDd— IE —— 
—5 — 
— 


— ñ— — — — 4 —ͤ— lee >, 
— 


— — 


vw 


— — 


— 


e 
— — — 
echo 
3 * 
3 


— 


K „„ * 
3 —— 2 * ; 
—— — ar We 
$5 cds » I G 
, a 


* 
— — 2 


— 
— 
22 
— 2 

- x; — 


— 
_ 
— 
—— 


— wer 


— — 
. 
3 


4 — 3 


” q —— — ae 
—— — 

— | 

* pn 


4A — es, 2 bad 
o 


—— —„—-— nt hey 


„ r NR III 


(39) We cannot avoid 10 opportunity it ber out of our — to explain, 


cf preceding our uphappy's Si! alen, as is fully shewn in page 63, or che 
| : huw 


| 
4 


9 


. 


A 


* 


ol master printers, He promised to call course.“ 


6 ö as 


what paſſed at the trial; when, I ſay,” that I muſt obſerve, my ſituation 
is ſuoh as to call upon me to do juftice. I am to adminifter juſtice in 
| mercy. I am to couſider there are two different perſons to whom mercy 


is neceflary to be ſhewn ; and I have no doubt to ſay, on this occafion, 
that mercy to individuals may become cruelty to the public; for it is 
necefary to enforce juttice in a proper manner, where juſtice is required. 

It is then ſtated by Mr. Knapp, that thoſe circumfiances, which be 
was kind enough to ſay be thought, upon my direction to the jury, wers 
properly laid out of the caſe, the jury could not favour the priſoners, 
but they could not be confidered as the conſpirators, it being produced 
by the conduct of the maſters. I have had time to conſider of it ſince. 


This great crime of conſpiracy has been proved, which is conſidered as 


the moſt foul, except thuſe in which death is impoſed. I ſay, in a caſe 
of this ſort, I do not feel that thofe eircumſtances, which were not 


| before the Court at the trial, can now-/be conſidered as a mitigation of 


the judgement. I have induftrioutly avoided, upon à former oeca ſion. 
going into any thing not before the jury, or going out of the merits of 
the queſtion. | ts 3 85 
The offence, in this caſe, is not the propofition which the defendants 
were to purſue, but they have unlawfully conſpired to do it. In this 
— am perſuaded that men, who have real grievances, if they go 
properly about it, will have redreſs; and have no occaſion to go 16 
turking boles and cornors to make a conſpiracy, under falſe colours, 
meaning, at the ſame time, to effect their wicked purpoſe. I ſay, with- 
out ſuch conduct as that, every man who is under a grievance, and 
means well, is fure of finding redreſs; and it has always been the wiſdom 


of the law of this country to ſay, that no good purpoſe or intention is 


hid behind a conſpiracy; becauſe, it there had, they would meet their © 
nts op .and boldly. FEES | . | 1 

It has been ſtated that the maſterxs met theſe perſons upon a former 
occaſion. Let us fee tor a moment what would be the effect of this 
argument. If journeymen meet tdgether to force upon the maſters a 
particular plan to entangle the maſters, by defiring the maſters to meet 
them; if once they have met them upon any converſation on the ſubject, _ 
are wE to be told, after they have attempted to drive their maſters, by 
abſolgtely ſtriking, that all that is no offence againſt the country, 
becarufe they met them. To that doctrine I never can ſubſcribe. I. 
conceive that is not to be ſupported. I ſpeak of it very plainly, and I 

have reaſon to be ſatisficd with the opinion I had then. 
'We'then have been told the perſons have been in cuſtody three months. 


— 


It is very proper that ſhould be taken into the confideration of this 
Court, and it will be. | 7 | | | 


It has been ſtated by the Counſel for the proſecution, that the affda- 


vits were little more than a recapitulation of the proceedings of the 


Court, and that it was little more than ſtating, as I was ill, judgement 


how pleased we sheuld have been to have next day, in hopes, from what'was offered, 
proved to the Court, that Mr. Wedd, our to receive a favourable answer. He did 

attorney, actually waited upon the solicitor call, and the answer was, © Greater con- 
for the prosecution, and gave him a letter cesstons had been expected; and, as that 
from us, to de presented to the committee was not the case, Ibe law mut take its 


had 
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can lament, as much as any perſon, that any ohe 
perfor ſhould be in gaol, but I mutt ſtate that that accidental con ſide- 


ration cannot weigh againſt the operation of juſtice; and- that, Juſtice . 


mutt be done, notwithiianding ſuch an unfortunate circumſtance. 

The next counſel is Mr. Raine, Who, in a very cloquent ſpeech, 
fated, that Atkinſon appeared foremoti, and therefore he ought to 
fuer. Now, as for that, I certainly did think it my duty to leaye to 
the j Jury the different facts, as they preſſed upon the different priſonets; 
but, in a conſpiracy of this ſort, the effect of it was: It there was u 
committee acting together, and the jury has found they were all 
included in the bufinefs, it ſeems to me, although the ſecretary's was 
the hand that ſent out the orders, therefore they y are all equally in 
guilt. We-are told theſe men are ignorant of the law of the land; as 
for that, I am ſorry to ſay, that makes no imprettion upon my mind. 
It is impoſſible that journeymen, in this country, cannot know that au 
aſſociation, by a club, by a committee, or any thing elſe; that it is not 
an offence, if they meet for ſuch a purpoſe. 
argument, for it is impoſlible tach ignorance can exiſt. 

There is one circumſtance I think material to allude to, though it 
has not been very much preſſed on tlie part of the proſecution; they 
have very fairly left it to the Court. There are ſome circumfiances 
that made an impreſſion upon my mind. It was proved, by one witneſs, 
that theſe ſeveral defendants, who were of the committee, all belonged 
to a club that was held, a ſociety or club that was ſuppoted to be in- 
ſtituted for beneficial pu ſes, to ſupport men who were fick or out of 
work: How does it turn out? The tociety and the committee are all ot 
this club, and it turns out that, at the very time the men firuck, notice 


vas ſent out to different offices, from this club, and were deſired not to 


Work for maſters who would not comply. What is there exiſting in 
this town ? There exiſts a club of journeymen, who, upon the evidence: 
Thave heard, Jam moſt perfectly fatistied, meet for the purpoſe of pro- 
viding for thoſe who are bold enough to offend-againit the law of their 


Country, who are bold enough to ſay, Work only for maſters who 


comply with theſe regulations we have impoſed. Such a club as that 
bare they inſtituted, to ſupport thoſe who may be puniſhed. I am 
flating this from the facts proved. After the ſecretary. and committee 
are proved to have conſpired, one ſhould have thought that, before three 
months had expired, they would have been prepared to make every ac- 
knowledgement to the country; but that not being ſo, I am of opinion 3 
the conſpiracy being fully proved, and the lenity of the Court not having 
the defired effect, it is my duty, to prevent ſuch conſpiracies, by paſting 
this ſentence, which is, THAT EACH OF YOU BE CONFINED 
TWO YEARS IN NEWGATE, BUT THAT YOUR IMPRISON+ 
MENT BE RECONED, FROM "THE DAY OF YOUR CO: 
MENT. | i 
7 * © WR 4 


1 cannot hear ſuch an 


